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When somebody should go to the books stores, search commencement by shop, shelf by shelf, it is essentially problematic. This is
why we allow the book compilations in this website. It will deﬁnitely ease you to see guide The Syriac Fathers On Prayer And The
Spiritual Life Cistercian Studies as you such as.
By searching the title, publisher, or authors of guide you in point of fact want, you can discover them rapidly. In the house, workplace,
or perhaps in your method can be all best place within net connections. If you intend to download and install the The Syriac Fathers
On Prayer And The Spiritual Life Cistercian Studies, it is utterly simple then, previously currently we extend the connect to purchase
and create bargains to download and install The Syriac Fathers On Prayer And The Spiritual Life Cistercian Studies consequently
simple!
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The Syriac Fathers on Prayer and the Spiritual Life
Burns & Oates The aim of this selection of excerpts translated from Syriac writers, mainly on the topic of prayer, is to introduce this
little known tradition of Eastern Christian spirituality to a wider audience. For the reader who is unfamiliar with this tradition the
General Introduction is intended to provide a brief orientation. Some supplementary information on the individual authors will be
found in the introductions to each chapter.

Syriac Fathers on Prayer and the Spiritual Life
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The Syrian Fathers on Prayer
Gorgias Press The Syriac translation of Sebastian Brock's The Teaching of the Syrian Fathers on Prayer, an anthology of writings from
the Syriac tradition that focus on prayer and the spiritual life.

The Wisdom of Saint Isaac the Syrian
SLG Press In recent decades there has been a notable renewal of interest in St Isaac the Syrian, a seventh-century master of the
ascetic life. This selection of short sayings is part of Dr Brock’s work on a fuller, long-neglected manuscript which he is making
available to English readers. Each sentence holds the mind steadily in the light of a truth about the spiritual life. St Isaac’s vivid
images drawn directly from nature, husbandry and general human experience speak for themselves and draw us to penitence and
prayer.

Homélies Ascétiques
Peeters Publishers Born in Qatar in the early seventh century AD, Isaac of Niniveh (also known as Isaac the Syrian) was the author of a
number of very ﬁne writings on the spiritual life which have proved very inﬂuential, especially in monastic circles, over the centuries.
The ﬁrst part of his writings was translated into Greek in the ninth century at the monastery of St Saba in Palestine, and thence it
found its way into many other languages (including in the twentieth century, Japanese). In 1983 a complete manuscript of the second
part, hitherto only partially known, was discovered in the Bodleian Library, Oxford, and chapters IV-XLI of these new texts are edited
and translated here for the ﬁrst time. The remaining chapters I-III, which include four sets of Kephalaia on spiritual knowledge, will be
published subsequently in CSCO by P. Bettiolo.

Invitation to Syriac Christianity
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An Anthology
Univ of California Press "Over the last few decades, one of the biggest growth areas in ancient history has been Syriac studies. The
lingua franca of the late ancient Middle East,Syriac--the language of Syria--was native to a broad population who developed distinctive
and inﬂuential form of Christianity that spread across continents, connecting the Roman, Persian, Arab, Chinese, and South Asian
empires. Given this tremendous geographical spread, and the massive corpus of writings still extant, Syriac studies is increasingly felt
to be central to the study of Late Antiquity. Indeed, PhDs trained in Syriac or Arabic as well Greek and Latin are the most desirable
candidates on the job market today. As more and more professors are trained in these materials--and as the call grows ever louder for
classes aimed at understanding the interconnectedness of premodern societies--the more Syriac becomes central to teaching in
colleges and universities, as well as divinity schools and seminaries. Collecting the most important texts from the second to the
fourteenth centuries, Invitation to Syriac Christianity will provide the ﬁrst-ever comprehensive introduction written for the
nonspecialist. These carefully selected, introduced, and annotated translations will help professors and students at all levels to expand
their knowledge of the ancient world beyond Greek and Latin traditions. Invitation will thus be the essential resource for anyone
wanting to study the world of Syriac"

Prayer and Worship in Eastern Christianities, 5th to 11th
Centuries
Taylor & Francis Prayer and Worship in Eastern Christianities, 5th to 11th Centuries forges a new conversation about the diversity of
Christianities in the medieval eastern Mediterranean, centered on the history of practice, looking at liturgy, performance, prayer,
poetry, and the material culture of worship. It studies prayer and worship in the variety of Christian communities that thrived from late
antiquity to the middle ages: Byzantine Orthodoxy, Syrian Orthodoxy, and the Church of the East. Rather than focusing on doctrinal
diﬀerences and analyzing divergent patterns of thought, the essays address common patterns of worship, individual and collective
prayer, hymnography and liturgy, as well as the indigenous theories that undergirded Christian practices. The volume intervenes in
standard academic discourses about Christian diﬀerence with an exploration of common patterns of celebration, commemoration, and
self-discipline. Essays by both established and promising, younger scholars interrogate elements of continuity and change over time –
before and after the rise of Islam, both under the control of the Eastern Roman Empire and in the lands of successive caliphates.
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Groups distinct in their allegiances nevertheless shared a common religious heritage and recognized each other – even in their
diﬀerences – as kinds of Christianity. A series of chapters explore the theory and practice of prayer from Greco-Roman late antiquity
to the Syriac middle ages, highlighting the transmission of monastic discourses about prayer, especially among Syrian and Palestinian
ascetic teachers. Another set of essays examines localization of prayer within churches through inscriptions, donations, dedications,
and incubation. Other chapters treat the composition and transmission of hymns to adorn the liturgy and articulate the emotions of
the Christian calendar, structuring liturgical and eschatological time.

The Path of Christianity
The First Thousand Years
InterVarsity Press John McGuckin, a world-renowned expert on ancient Christianity, has synthesized a lifetime of work to produce the
most comprehensive and accessible history of the ﬁrst millennium of the Christian church. This readable account explores the history
in chronological order and then examines the same period thematically, looking at issues like women, war, and the Bible.

Scenting Salvation
Ancient Christianity and the Olfactory Imagination
Univ of California Press This book explores the role of bodily, sensory experience in early Christianity (ﬁrst – seventh centuries AD) by
focusing on the importance of smell in ancient Mediterranean culture. Following its legalization in the fourth century Roman Empire,
Christianity cultivated a dramatically ﬂourishing devotional piety, in which the bodily senses were utilized as crucial instruments of
human-divine interaction. Rich olfactory practices developed as part of this shift, with lavish uses of incense, holy oils, and other
sacred scents. At the same time, Christians showed profound interest in what smells could mean. How could the experience of smell
be construed in revelatory terms? What speciﬁcally could it convey? How and what could be known through smell? Scenting Salvation
argues that ancient Christians used olfactory experience for purposes of a distinctive religious epistemology: formulating knowledge of
the divine in order to yield, in turn, a particular human identity. Using a wide array of Pagan, Jewish, and Christian sources, Susan
Ashbrook Harvey examines the ancient understanding of smell through religious rituals, liturgical practices, mystagogical
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commentaries, literary imagery, homiletic conventions; scientiﬁc, medical, and cosmological models; ascetic disciplines, theological
discourse, and eschatological expectations. In the process, she argues for a richer appreciation of ancient notions of embodiment, and
of the roles the body might serve in religion.

Living Compassion
Loving Like Jesus
Upper Room Books In the face of hurtful public dialogue and worldwide conﬂict, many Christians want to practice and experience
genuine compassion. After all, centuries of Christian teachings have insisted that compassion is at the heart of the Christian life. "Love
your enemies," Jesus said in Luke 6:35-36. "Do good to them. Be compassionate, just as God is compassionate." How do we become
more compassionate toward others, especially our enemies? And since Jesus told us to love our neighbors as ourselves, how do we
practice being compassionate toward ourselves? Join Andrew Dreitcer, codirector of the Center for Engaged Compassion, in exploring
how certain Christian spiritual practices are compassion practices. Discover how ancient as well as contemporary practices can shape
your life, helping you become more compassionate in today's world. Dreitcer introduces you to the Compassion Practice, a
compassion formation process that has been developed in the last decade. Each chapter includes a "Review and Practice" section to
help you apply what you learned. Uncover and learn how to express your innate compassion within you, and ﬁnd out how to turn your
desire for compassion into a life centered in genuine, lasting compassion.

The Monastic Footprint in Post-Reformation Movements
The Cloister of the Soul
Routledge This book examines the inﬂuence of the monastic tradition beyond the Reformation. Where the built monastic environment
had been dissolved, desire for the spiritual beneﬁts of monastic living still echoed within theological and spiritual writing of the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries as a virtual exegetical template. The volume considers how the writings of monastic authors
were appropriated in post-Reformation movements by those seeking a more fervent spiritual life, and how the concept of an internal
cloister of monastic/ascetic spirituality inﬂuenced several Anglican writers during the Restoration. There is a careful examination of
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the monastic inﬂuence upon the Wesleys and the foundation and rise of Methodism. Drawing on a range of primary sources, the book
will be of particular interest to scholars of monastic and Methodist history, and to those engaged in researching ecclesiology and in
ecumenical dialogues.

Silence
A Christian History
Penguin A provocative meditation on the role of silence in Christian tradition by the New York Times bestselling author of Christianity
We live in a world dominated by noise. Religion is, for many, a haven from the clamor of everyday life, allowing us to pause for silent
contemplation. But as Diarmaid MacCulloch shows, there are many forms of religious silence, from contemplation and prayer to
repression and evasion. In his latest work, MacCulloch considers Jesus’s strategic use of silence in his confrontation with Pontius Pilate
and traces the impact of the ﬁrst mystics in Syria on monastic tradition. He discusses the complicated fate of silence in Protestant and
evangelical tradition and confronts the more sinister institutional forms of silence. A groundbreaking book by one of our greatest
historians, Silence challenges our fundamental views of spirituality and illuminates the deepest mysteries of faith.

Teachings on the Prayer of the Heart in the Greek and
Syrian Fathers
The Signiﬁcance of Body and Community
The Oxford Handbook of Early Christian Studies
Oxford University Press The Oxford Handbook of Early Christian Studies responds to and celebrates the explosion of research in this
inter-disciplinary ﬁeld over recent decades. As a one-volume reference work, it provides an introduction to the academic study of early
Christianity (c. 100-600 AD) and examines the vast geographical area impacted by the early church, in western and eastern late
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antiquity. It is thematically arranged to encompass history, literature, thought, practices, and material culture. It contains
authoritative and up-to-date surveys of current thinking and research in the various sub-specialties of early Christian studies, written
by leading ﬁgures in the discipline. The essays orientate readers to a given topic, as well as to the trajectory of research
developments over the past 30-50 years within the scholarship itself. Guidance for future research is also given. Each essay points the
reader towards relevant forms of extant evidence (texts, documents, or examples of material culture), as well as to the appropriate
research tools available for the area. This volume will be useful to advanced undergraduate and post-graduate students, as well as to
specialists in any area who wish to consult a brief review of the 'state of the question' in a particular area or sub-specialty of early
Christian studies, especially one diﬀerent from their own.

The Syriac Versions of the De Spiritu Sancto by Basil of
Caesarea
Peeters Publishers St. Basil was one of the most popular of the Greek Fathers amongst the Syrian churches, and his De Spiritu Sancto
was twice translated into Syriac. The ﬁrst version, made in the late fourth/early ﬁfth centuries, survives the three manuscripts of the
ﬁfth-seventh centuries and is edited and translated here for the ﬁrst time. It is a paraphrastic text and so is of theological interest in
its own right. Its biblical citations are also noteworthy. The second translation, made in the seventh century, survives only in
fragments and these have been collected from ﬂorilegia manuscripts and edited in parallel with the Greek text. Introductions to the
two volumes explore the Syriac manuscript traditions of this work and their signiﬁcance, and investigate St. Basil's contacts with
Syriac-speaking Christians and the theology of the ﬁrst Syriac version. Unusually, a detailed orthographic index of textual variants is
also included.

Joy-bearing Grief
Tears of Contrition in the Writings of the Early Syrian and
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Byzantine Fathers
BRILL This is the ﬁrst modern study of penthos (tears of contrition), focusing on texts by Klimakos, Ephrem, Isaac and Symeon the
New Theologian. It explores religious anthropology, a female 'voice' and how such tears are joyful as well as sad.

Early Syriac Theology
CUA Press Presents the insights of St. Ephrem and Jacob of Serugh, two of the earliest representatives of the theological world-view of
the Syriac church.

Memory and Identity in the Syriac Cave of Treasures
Rewriting the Bible in Sasanian Iran
BRILL In Memory and Identity in the Syriac Cave of Treasures, Sergey Minov analyses the role played by the pseudepigraphic work
known as the Cave of Treasures in the formation of cultural memory and collective identity among Syriac Christians of Iran during Late
Antiquity.

The Spiritual World Of Isaac The Syrian
Liturgical Press From the Foreword by Kallistos Ware, Bishop of Diokleia— Isaac the Syrian, also called Isaac of Nineveh, lived and
wrote during "the golden age of Syriac Christian literature" in the seventh century. Cut oﬀ by language and politics from the Churches
of the Roman Empire and branded "Nestorian," the Church of the East produced in isolation a rich theological literature which is only
now becoming known to outsiders. Yet over the centuries and in all parts of Christendom, Isaac's works have been read and
recommended as unquestionably orthodox. Now, at last, to my great delight, we have at our disposal a single book in English, oﬀering
us a balanced and comprehensive overview of Isaac's life, background and teaching. Wisely, Fr. Hilarion Alfeyev has allowed Isaac to
speak for himself. The book is full of well-chosen quotations, in which Isaac's true voice can be heard. Saint Isaac of Syria was an
ascetic, a mountain solitary, but his writings are universal in scope. They are addressed not just to the desert but to the city, not just
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to monastics but to all the baptized. With sharp vividness he speaks about themes relevant to every Christian: about repentance and
humility, about prayer in its many forms, both outer and inner, about solitude and community, about silence, wonder, and ecstasy.
Along with the emphasis that he places upon "luminous love"—to use his own phrase—two things above all mark his spiritual
theology: his sense of God as living mystery; and his warm devotion to the Saviour Christ.

Centering Prayer and Inner Awakening
Rowman & Littleﬁeld Centering Prayer and Inner Awakening is a complete guidebook for all who wish to know the practice of
Centering Prayer.

Psalms 51-150
InterVarsity Press Quentin F. Wesselschmidt provides patristic comment on the text of Psalms 51-150. The church fathers employed
the Psalms widely. In liturgy they used them both as hymns and as Scripture readings. Within them they found pointers to Jesus both
as Son of God and as Messiah. The Psalms also reverberate with the range of human emotion.

Christian Initiation and Baptism in the Holy Spirit
Second Revised Edition
Liturgical Press Up to now the teaching on baptism in the Holy Spirit has been based on a few scriptural texts, whose interpretation
was disputed. This doubt cast its shadow on those who promote baptism in the Holy Spirit. Now new evidence has been found in early
post-biblical authors (Tertullian, Hilary of Poitiers, Cyril of Jerusalem, John Chrysostom, Philoxenus, and the Syrians) which
demonstrates that what is called baptism in the Holy Spirit was integral to Christian initiation (baptism, conﬁrmation, Eucharist).
Because it was part of initiation into the Church, it was not a matter of private piety, but of public worship. Therefore it was and
remains normative. This is an intriguing ground-breaking study of value to RCIA teams, pastors, theology teachers and students, and
Church oﬃces.
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Fire from Heaven
Studies in Syriac Theology and Liturgy
Ashgate Publishing, Ltd. This fourth collection by Sebastian Brock focuses on three areas: the christology of the Church of the East,
with the argument that the traditional characterisation of this Church as 'Nestorian' is not only unsatisfactory, but also thoroughly
misleading; the distinctive phraseology of the invocations to the Holy Spirit in the Syriac liturgical tradition, hearkening back to Jewish
roots; and two important early Commentaries on the Liturgy.

From the Depths of the Heart
Annotated Translation of the Prayers of St. Gregory of
Narek
Liturgical Press St. Gregory of Narek (ca. 945–1003), Armenian mystic poet and theologian, was named Doctor of the Church by Pope
Francis on April 12, 2015. Not so well known in the West, the saint holds a distinctive place in the Armenian Church by virtue of his
prayer book and hymnic odes—among other works. His writings are equally prized as literary masterpieces, with the prayer book as
the magnum opus. With this meticulous translation of the prayers, St. Gregory of Narek enters another millennium of wonderment,
now in a wider circle. The prayers resound from their author’s heart—albeit in a diﬀerent language, rendered by a renowned translator
of early Armenian texts and a theologian.

Humble Aspiration
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Constructing an Early Christian Ideal
Liturgical Press What does it mean to be humble like Christ? In this book, Bernadette McNary-Zak explores various concepts of
Christian humility in late antiquity. To help the reader deepen their understanding of Christian humility, McNary-Zak takes a close look
at some of the ways diﬀerent types of humility operated as a relational value in speciﬁc contexts involving ascetic women. With this
approach, the author shows how, at the very margins of a male-dominated culture, the ascetic woman represented a form of
renunciation of self that enabled her to function as a symbol of Christian humility for females and males alike. A life that is both
aﬃrmative of biblical precedent and subversive of societal norms thereby becomes a life lived in deliberate aspiration toward an
unrealized eschatology.

The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Books of the Bible
Oxford University Press This is the ﬁrst in this series of specialised reference works, each addressing a speciﬁc subﬁeld within biblical
studies. Books of the Bible is in depth, with articles on all of the canonical books, major apocryphal books of the New and Old
Testaments, important noncanonical texts and some thematic essays.

Tradition of the Text
Studies Oﬀered to Dominique Barthélemy in Celebration
of His 70th Birthday
Saint-Paul
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The Library of Paradise
A History of Contemplative Reading in the Monasteries
of the Church of the East
Oxford University Press Contemplative reading is a spiritual practice developed by Christian monks in sixth- and seventh-century
Mesopotamia. Mystics belonging to the Church of the East pursued a form of contemplation which moved from reading, to meditation,
to prayer, to the ecstasy of divine vision. The Library of Paradise tells the story of this Syriac tradition in three phases: its
establishment as an ascetic practice, the articulation of its theology, and its maturation and spread. The sixth-century monastic
reform of Abraham of Kashkar codiﬁed the essential place of reading in East Syrian ascetic life. Once established, the practice of
contemplative reading received extensive theological commentary. Abraham's successor Babai the Great drew upon the ascetic
system of Evagrius of Pontus to explain the relationship of reading to the monk's pursuit of God. Syriac monastic handbooks of the
seventh century built on this Evagrian framework. 'Enanisho' of Adiabene composed an anthology called Paradise that would stand for
centuries as essential reading matter for Syriac monks. Dadisho' of Qatar wrote a widely copied commentary on the Paradise.
Together, these works circulated as a one-volume library which oﬀered readers a door to "Paradise" through contemplation. The
Library of Paradise is the ﬁrst book-length study of East Syrian contemplative reading. It adapts methodological insights from prior
scholarship on reading, including studies on Latin lectio divina. By tracing the origins of East Syrian contemplative reading, this study
opens the possibility for future investigation into its legacies, including the tradition's long reception history in Sogdian, Arabic, and
Ethiopic monastic libraries.

The Mesopotamian School & Theodore of Mopsuestia
Lulu.com Two theses are presented in this book. First, that there is an overarching School of Thought in Mesopotamia, consistent in its
basic tenets, from ancient times to the late middle ages, and that this Mesopotamian School is fundamentally realistic as opposed to
idealistic. Second, that the Christology of Theodore of Mopsuestia, as read as an expression of this School, is orthodox by the
Chalcedonian standard. Included in the Appendices are complete translations of Mar Narsai's 16th and 35th Metrical Sermons, on
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human nature and the Trinity, respectively, as well as of his Dialogue Between the Watcher & Mary.

Asceticism and Society in Crisis
John of Ephesus and The Lives of the Eastern Saints
University of California Press John of Ephesus traveled throughout the sixth-century Byzantine world in his role as monk, missionary,
writer and church leader. In his major work,The Lives of the Eastern Saints, he recorded 58 portraits of monks and nuns he had known,
using the literary conventions of hagiography in a strikingly personal way. War, bubonic plague, famine, collective hysteria, and
religious persecution were a part of daily life and the background against which asceticism developed an acute meaning for a
beleaguered populace. Taking the work of John of Ephesus as her guide, Harvey explores the relationship between asceticism and
society in the sixth-century Byzantine East. Concerned above all with the responsibility of the ascetic to lay society, John's writing
narrates his experiences in the villages of the Syrian Orient, the deserts of Egypt, and the imperial city of Constantinople. Harvey's
work contributes to a new understanding of the social world of the late antique Byzantine East, skillfully examining the character of
ascetic practices, the traumatic separation of "Monophysite" churches, the ﬂuctuating roles of women in Syriac Christianity, and the
general contribution of hagiography to the study of history. This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which
commemorates University of California Press’s mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and
impact. Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship accessible once again
using print-on-demand technology. This title was originally published in 1990.

Mystics
Presence and Aporia
University of Chicago Press Mystics presents a collection of previously unpublished essays by prominent scholars that consider both
the idea of mystics and mysticism. The contributors oﬀer detailed discussions of a variety of mystics from history, and on mysticism in
the twenty-ﬁrst century.
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The Oxford Dictionary of Late Antiquity
Oxford University Press The Oxford Dictionary of Late Antiquity is the ﬁrst comprehensive reference book covering every aspect of
history, culture, religion, and life in Europe, the Mediterranean, and the Near East (including the Persian Empire and Central Asia)
between the mid-3rd and the mid-8th centuries AD, the era now generally known as Late Antiquity. This period saw the reestablishment of the Roman Empire, its conversion to Christianity and its replacement in the West by Germanic kingdoms, the
continuing Roman Empire in the Eastern Mediterranean, the Persian Sassanian Empire, and the rise of Islam. Consisting of over 1.5
million words in more than 5,000 A-Z entries, and written by more than 400 contributors, it is the long-awaited middle volume of a
series, bridging a signiﬁcant period of history between those covered by the acclaimed Oxford Classical Dictionary and The Oxford
Dictionary of the Middle Ages. The scope of the Dictionary is broad and multi-disciplinary; across the wide geographical span covered
(from Western Europe and the Mediterranean as far as the Near East and Central Asia), it provides succinct and pertinent information
on political history, law, and administration; military history; religion and philosophy; education; social and economic history; material
culture; art and architecture; science; literature; and many other areas. Drawing on the latest scholarship, and with a formidable
international team of advisers and contributors, The Oxford Dictionary of Late Antiquity aims to establish itself as the essential
reference companion to a period that is attracting increasing attention from scholars and students worldwide.

Word Became Flesh
The Christology of Philoxenos of Mabbug
LIT Verlag Münster The work presented by Metropolitan Mar Severios is a valuable contribution on behalf of churches adhering to
miaphysite Christology in the context of ecumenical conversations between church representatives of various christological positions.
"Over the course of his ten 'Discourses against Habib' Philoxenus quotes at some length Habib's arguments before countering them
with his own response. ... The reader will ﬁnd the arguments of both sides set out with admirable clarity and objectivity, and it is to be
greatly hoped that this monograph, with its constructive approach, will contribute towards a better understanding of the two diﬀerent
approaches, miaphysite and dyophysite, to the mystery of the Incarnation." Sebastian P. Brock, Faculty of Oriental Studies, University
of Oxford
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The Way of the Fathers
Praying with the Early Christians
Our Sunday Visitor From the pious to the practical, the reﬂections of the Fathers of the Church cover virtually every aspect of the
Christian life. Noted author Mike Aquilina has compiled their ancient axioms into a concise collection of comments designed for busy,
modern readers. Pray with the poetry of St. Gregory Nazianzen. Find clear direction in the practical advice of St. Jerome. And, let your
heart turn toward the heavenly Jerusalem, following the 1,000 timeless treasures in The Way of the Fathers. "A power-packed
collection of the Fathers' concise, clear, and challenging statements on issues still relevant to Christians today. A helpful tool, for
anyone seeking to live the authentic Gospel life as understood by the ﬁrst Christians."

The Sayings of the Desert Fathers
The Apophthegmata Patrum: The Alphabetic Collection
Liturgical Press `Give me a word, Father', visitors to early desert monks asked. The responses of these pioneer ascetics were
remembered and in the fourth century written down in Coptic, Syriac, Greek, and later Latin. Their Sayings were collected, in this case
in the alphabetical order of the monks and nuns who uttered them, and read by generations of Christians as life-giving words that
would help readers along the path to salvation.

Mystics
Oxford University Press on Demand In Mystics, William Harmless, S.J., introduces readers to the scholarly study of mysticism. He
expolores both mystics' extraordinary lives and their no-less-extraordinary writings using a unique case-study method centered on
detailed examinations of six major Christian mystics: Thomas Merton, Bernard of Clairvaux, Hildegard of Bingen, Bonaventure, Meister
Eckhart, and Evagrius Ponticus. Rather than presenting mysticism as a subtle web of psychological or theological abstractions,
Harless's case-study approach brings things down to earth, restoring mystics to their historical context.
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Toward an Ecology of Transﬁguration
Orthodox Christian Perspectives on Environment,
Nature, and Creation
Fordham Univ Press Can Orthodox Christianity oﬀer unique spiritual resources especially suited to the environmental concerns of
today? This book makes the case that yes, it can. In addition to being the ﬁrst substantial and comprehensive collection of essays, in
any language, to address environmental issues from the Orthodox point of view, this volume with contributions from the most highly
inﬂuential theologians and philosophers in contemporary world Orthodoxy will engage a wide audience, in academic as well as popular
circles--resonating not only with Orthodox audiences but with all those in search of a fresh approach to environmental theory and
ethics that can bring the resources of ancient spirituality to bear on modern challenges.

Holy Bishops in Late Antiquity
The Nature of Christian Leadership in an Age of
Transition
Univ of California Press Between 300 and 600, Christianity experienced a momentous change from persecuted cult to state religion.
One of the consequences of this shift was the evolution of the role of the bishop—as the highest Church oﬃcial in his city—from model
Christian to model citizen. Claudia Rapp's exceptionally learned, innovative, and groundbreaking work traces this transition with a
twofold aim: to deemphasize the reign of the emperor Constantine, which has traditionally been regarded as a watershed in the
development of the Church as an institution, and to bring to the fore the continued importance of the religious underpinnings of the
bishop's role as civic leader. Rapp rejects Max Weber’s categories of “charismatic” versus “institutional” authority that have
traditionally been used to distinguish the nature of episcopal authority from that of the ascetic and holy man. Instead she proposes a
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model of spiritual authority, ascetic authority and pragmatic authority, in which a bishop’s visible asceticism is taken as evidence of
his spiritual powers and at the same time provides the justiﬁcation for his public role. In clear and graceful prose, Rapp provides a
wholly fresh analysis of the changing dynamics of social mobility as played out in episcopal appointments.

Earthen Vessels
The Practice of Personal Prayer According to the Patristic
Tradition
Ignatius Press ÊThe Fathers of the Church, deeply-rooted in the Scriptures, have left us a rich treasure as inheritance, not only of
texts, but also of manners, forms and gestures of prayer. Today, western Christianity in a special way, needs to rediscover the
intimate union which must existÑin prayer just as in any aspect of Christian lifeÑbetween theory and practice, between contemplation
and practical exercise. One learns how to pray by praying, and the whole of our being is called to participate in this work: the mind,
the heart, but also the body, the gaze, the senses. Fr. Gabriel Bunge, a hermit with great spiritual discernment and profound
knowledge of the Fathers of the desert, presents with masterly coherence this important unity between what one believes and what
one expresses in the practice of prayer: a fascinating rediscovery of the valuable treasure contained in the teachings of the Church
Fathers on the practice of personal prayer.

Desert Father
A Journey in the Wilderness with Saint Anthony
Shambhala Publications The spiritual exploits of Saint Anthony the Great—the prototype of the Christian "Desert Father"—have been
immortalized in stories and art since the fourth century. Here is the stunning account of a modern seeker's quest to get beneath the
legends that surround Anthony and to determine whether his extreme way of life has something to oﬀer people in today's world.
James Cowan's quest takes him to Egypt, to the monastery that still exists near the site of Anthony's hermitage, where he meets the
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monk who becomes his guide and mentor on the journey. He comes to regard Anthony and the colorful men and women who shared
his lifestyle in the fourth through seventh centuries with aﬀection and awe—their departure to the desert a ﬂight from the status quo
of the newly Christian empire in order to preserve the radical path to liberation they saw in Christian teaching. Our modern eﬀorts
toward liberation may look diﬀerent from theirs, he concludes, but the ultimate goal is no diﬀerent, and Anthony remains a luminous
model for anyone who passionately seeks to know God.
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