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The Case for God
Anchor Books Evaluates the role of religion, stating that today's expressions of faith diﬀer from those of previous generations while arguing that an increased awareness of the past
may help to build a faith that speaks to a polarized society.

The Case for God
Knopf Canada From the bestselling author of A History of God and The Great Transformation comes a balanced, nuanced understanding of the role religion plays in human life and the
trajectory of faith in modern times. Why has God become incredible? Why is it that atheists and theists alike now think and speak about God in a way that veers so profoundly from
the thinking of our ancestors? Moving from the Paleolithic Age to the present, Karen Armstrong details the lengths to which humankind has gone to experience a sacred reality that
it called God, Brahman, Nirvana, Allah, or Dao. She examines the diminished impulse toward religion in our own time when a signiﬁcant number of people either want nothing to do
with God or question the eﬃcacy of faith. With her trademark depth of knowledge and profound insight, Armstrong elucidates how the changing world has necessarily altered the
importance of religion at both societal and individual levels. And she makes a powerful, convincing argument for structuring a faith that speaks to the needs of our dangerously
polarized age.

The Case for God
Anchor A nuanced exploration of the part that religion plays in human life, drawing on the insights of the past in order to build a faith that speaks to the needs of our dangerously
polarized age. Moving from the Paleolithic age to the present, Karen Armstrong details the great lengths to which humankind has gone in order to experience a sacred reality that it
called by many names, such as God, Brahman, Nirvana, Allah, or Dao. Focusing especially on Christianity but including Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, and Chinese
spiritualities, Armstrong examines the diminished impulse toward religion in our own time, when a signiﬁcant number of people either want nothing to do with God or question the
eﬃcacy of faith. Why has God become unbelievable? Why is it that atheists and theists alike now think and speak about God in a way that veers so profoundly from the thinking of
our ancestors? Answering these questions with the same depth of knowledge and profound insight that have marked all her acclaimed books, Armstrong makes clear how the
changing face of the world has necessarily changed the importance of religion at both the societal and the individual level. Yet she cautions us that religion was never supposed to
provide answers that lie within the competence of human reason; that, she says, is the role of logos. The task of religion is “to help us live creatively, peacefully, and even joyously
with realities for which there are no easy explanations.” She emphasizes, too, that religion will not work automatically. It is, she says, a practical discipline: its insights are derived
not from abstract speculation but from “dedicated intellectual endeavor” and a “compassionate lifestyle that enables us to break out of the prism of selfhood.”

The Case for God
What religion really means
Random House There is widespread confusion about the nature of religious truth. For the ﬁrst time in history, a signiﬁcantly large number of people want nothing to do with God.
Militant atheists preach a gospel of godlessness with the zeal of missionaries and ﬁnd an eager audience. Tracing the history of faith from the Palaeolithic Age to the present, Karen
Armstrong shows that meaning of words such as 'belief', 'faith', and 'mystery' has been entirely altered, so that atheists and theists alike now think and speak about God - and,
indeed, reason itself - in a way that our ancestors would have found astonishing. Does God have a future? Karen Armstrong examines how we can build a faith that speaks to the
needs of our troubled and dangerously polarised world.

A History of God
Random House Digital, Inc. The 4,000-year quest of Judaism, Christianity and Islam.

The Battle for God
Ballantine Reader's Circle Reveals how the fundamentalist movements in Christianity, Judaism, and Islam were born out of a dread of modernity.

Summary of Karen Armstrong's The Case for God
Everest Media LLC Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book. Sample Book Insights: #1 The guide turns his ﬂashlight on the ceiling of the underground caverns
of Lascaux, and the painted animals seem to emerge from the depths of the rock. The artwork is far more clear than it was to the Palaeolithic artists, since they had to work by the
light of small ﬂickering lamps. #2 The caves were probably sanctuaries, and their iconography reﬂected a radically diﬀerent worldview than the outside world. The cave paintings
depict men confronting animals in a state of trance with upraised arms. #3 The Palaeolithic caves may have been the scene of similar rites. The paintings include dancing men
dressed as animals. The Bushmen say that their own rock paintings depict the world behind this one that we see with our eyes, which the shamans visit during their mystical ﬂights.
#4 The caves were used for the initiation ceremonies that marked the adolescent boy’s rite of passage from childhood to maturity. The purpose of the ritual was to train the boy to
kill in the sacred manner. He was introduced to the more esoteric mythology of his tribe during the initiation.

Fields of Blood
Religion and the History of Violence
Anchor A sweeping exploration of religion and the history of human violence—from the New York Times bestselling author of The History of God • “Elegant and powerful.... Both
erudite and accurate, dazzling in its breadth of knowledge and historical detail.” —The Washington Post In these times of rising geopolitical chaos, the need for mutual
understanding between cultures has never been more urgent. Religious diﬀerences are seen as fuel for violence and warfare. In these pages, one of our greatest writers on religion,
Karen Armstrong, amasses a sweeping history of humankind to explore the perceived connection between war and the world’s great creeds—and to issue a passionate defense of
the peaceful nature of faith. With unprecedented scope, Armstrong looks at the whole history of each tradition—not only Christianity and Islam, but also Buddhism, Hinduism,
Confucianism, Daoism, and Judaism. Religions, in their earliest days, endowed every aspect of life with meaning, and warfare became bound up with observances of the sacred.
Modernity has ushered in an epoch of spectacular violence, although, as Armstrong shows, little of it can be ascribed directly to religion. Nevertheless, she shows us how and in
what measure religions came to absorb modern belligerence—and what hope there might be for peace among believers of diﬀerent faiths in our time.

A History of God
From Abraham to the Present : the 4000-year Quest for God
Random House The idea of a single devine being - God, Yahweh, Allah - has existed for over 4, 000 years. But the history of God is also the history of human struggle. While Judaism,
Islam and Christianity proclaim the goodness of God, organised religion has too often
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Twelve Steps to a Compassionate Life
Anchor One of the most original thinkers on the role of religion in the modern world—author of such acclaimed books as A History of God, Islam, and Buddha—now gives us an
impassioned and practical book that can help us make the world a more compassionate place. Karen Armstrong believes that while compassion is intrinsic in all human beings, each
of us needs to work diligently to cultivate and expand our capacity for compassion. Here, in this straightforward, thoughtful, and thought-provoking book, she sets out a program
that can lead us toward a more compassionate life. The twelve steps Armstrong suggests begin with “Learn About Compassion” and close with “Love Your Enemies.” In between,
she takes up “compassion for yourself,” mindfulness, suﬀering, sympathetic joy, the limits of our knowledge of others, and “concern for everybody.” She suggests concrete ways of
enhancing our compassion and putting it into action in our everyday lives, and provides, as well, a reading list to encourage us to “hear one another’s narratives.” Throughout,
Armstrong makes clear that a compassionate life is not a matter of only heart or mind but a deliberate and often life-altering commingling of the two.

The Spiral Staircase
My Climb Out of Darkness
Vintage Canada The moving story of her own search for God by the highly-acclaimed author of the bestselling A History of God: The 4,000-Year Quest of Judaism, Christianity and
Islam; The Battle for God: A History of Fundamentalism; and Islam: A Short History. In 1969, after seven years as a Roman Catholic nun -- hoping, but ultimately failing, to ﬁnd God -Armstrong left her convent. She knew almost nothing of the changed world she was entering, and she was tormented by panic attacks and inexplicable seizures. Her struggle
against despair was fueled by a string of discouragements -- failed spirituality, doctorate and jobs, fruitless dealings with psychiatrists -- but ﬁnally, in 1976, she was diagnosed with
epilepsy and given proper treatment. She then began the writing career that would become her true calling, and as she focused on the sacred texts of Judaism, Christianity and
Islam, her own true inner story began to emerge. She would come to experience brief moments of transcendence through her work -- the profound fulﬁllment that she had not found
in the long hours of prayer as a young nun. Powerfully engaging, often heart-breaking, but lit with bursts of humour, The Spiral Staircase is an extraordinary history of self.

In the Beginning
A New Interpretation of Genesis
Ballantine Books “Karen Armstrong is a genius.”—A. N. Wilson As the foundation stone of the Jewish and Christian scriptures, The Book of Genesis unfolds some of the most arresting
stories of world literature—the Creation; Adam and Eve; Cain and Abel; the sacriﬁce of Isaac. Yet the meaning of Genesis remains enigmatic. In this fascinating volume, Karen
Armstrong, author of the highly acclaimed bestseller A History of God, brilliantly illuminates the mysteries and profundities of this mystifying work. BONUS: This edition contains an
excerpt from Karen Armstrong's Twelve Steps to a Compassionate Life. “A lyrical chronicle of one woman's wrestling with Genesis that can serve as a guide to others . . . As notable
for its scholarship as it is for its honesty and vulnerability.”—Publishers Weekly “Armstrong can simplify complex ideas, but she is never simplistic.”—The New York Times Book
Review

Jerusalem
One City, Three Faiths
Ballantine Books Venerated for millennia by three faiths, torn by irreconcilable conﬂict, conquered, rebuilt, and mourned for again and again, Jerusalem is a sacred city whose very
sacredness has engendered terrible tragedy. In this fascinating volume, Karen Armstrong, author of the highly praised A History of God, traces the history of how Jews, Christians,
and Muslims have all laid claim to Jerusalem as their holy place, and how three radically diﬀerent concepts of holiness have shaped and scarred the city for thousands of years.
Armstrong unfolds a complex story of spiritual upheaval and political transformation--from King David's capital to an administrative outpost of the Roman Empire, from the
cosmopolitan city sanctiﬁed by Christ to the spiritual center conquered and gloriﬁed by Muslims, from the gleaming prize of European Crusaders to the bullet-ridden symbol of the
present-day Arab-Israeli conﬂict. Written with grace and clarity, the product of years of meticulous research, Jerusalem combines the pageant of history with the profundity of
searching spiritual analysis. Like Karen Armstrong's A History of God, Jerusalem is a book for the ages. BONUS: This edition contains an excerpt from Karen Armstrong's Twelve
Steps to a Compassionate Life.

The Bible
A Biography
Grove/Atlantic, Inc. The renowned religious historian “preaches the gospel truth . . . explaining how the spiritual guide . . . came into being and evolved over the centuries” (Vanity
Fair). As the single work at the heart of Christianity, the world’s largest organized religion, the Bible is the spiritual guide for one out of every three people in the world. It is also
the world’s most widely distributed book and its bestselling, with an estimated six billion copies sold in the last two hundred years. But the Bible is a complex work with a
complicated and obscure history. Its contents have changed over the centuries, it has been transformed by translation, and, through interpretation, has developed manifold
meanings to various religions, denominations, and sects. In this seminal account, acclaimed historian Karen Armstrong discusses the conception, gestation, life, and afterlife of
history’s most powerful book. Armstrong analyzes the social and political situation in which oral history turned into written scripture, how this all-pervasive scripture was collected
into one work, how it became accepted as Christianity’s sacred text, and how its interpretation changed over time. Armstrong’s history of the Bible is a brilliant, captivating book,
crucial in an age of declining faith and rising fundamentalism. “Vintage Armstrong: sweeping, bold, incisive, and insightful. In eight chapters it covers the history of the writing,
canonizing, and reading of the Bible . . . Her choice of topics is impeccable . . . and her brief, 23-page discussion on the rise of the Talmud is masterful.” —Choice “An excellent
précis of the writing and compiling of the Bible and the ensuing centuries of biblical interpretation . . . one terriﬁc little book.” —Booklist

Evolution of God
How the Christ-Like God Revealed Himself to Mankind
WestBow Press This debut book boldly seeks to argue competitively in the same intellectual ﬁeld as famous atheists such as RICHARD DAWKINS, CHRISTOPHER HITCHENS, and
BERTRAND RUSSELL, and to do so in the spirit and style of such famous Christian apologists as C.S. Lewis and RAVI ZACHARIAS, drawing heavily on basic science, history, physics,
psychology, paleontology, anthropology, archeology, neurology, child development and even science ﬁction. It describes the evolution of the human brain in ancient hominids
allowing humans to eventually conceive a non-physical realm (the spirit world), and as the mind evolved intellectually from primitive animism to Christology, God revealed himself
gradually as the developing hominid brain became able to comprehend new ideas. For Believers, the author presents a new, intellectually satisfying way to understand and defend
the Bible. For both Skeptics and Believers, a worldview is oﬀered that is spiritually meaningful and scientiﬁcally sound.

A History of God
The 4,000-Year Quest of Judaism, Christianity and Islam
Ballantine Books Why does God exist? How have the three dominant monotheistic religions—Judaism, Christianity, and Islam—shaped and altered the conception of God? How have
these religions inﬂuenced each other? In this stunningly intelligent book, Karen Armstrong, one of Britain's foremost commentators on religious aﬀairs, traces the history of how
men and women have perceived and experienced God, from the time of Abraham to the present. The epic story begins with the Jews' gradual transformation of pagan idol worship in
Babylon into true monotheism—a concept previously unknown in the world. Christianity and Islam both rose on the foundation of this revolutionary idea, but these religions
refashioned 'the One God' to suit the social and political needs of their followers. From classical philosophy and medieval mysticism to the Reformation, Karen Armstrong performs
the near miracle of distilling the intellectual history of monotheism into one superbly readable volume, destined to take its place as a classic. Praise for History of God “An
admirable and impressive work of synthesis that will give insight and satisfaction to thousands of lay readers.”—The Washington Post Book World “A brilliantly lucid, spendidly
readable book. [Karen] Armstrong has a dazzling ability: she can take a long and complex subject and reduce it to the fundamentals, without oversimplifying.”—The Sunday Times
(London) “Absorbing . . . A lode of learning.”—Time “The most fascinating and learned study of the biggest wild goose chase in history—the quest for God. Karen Armstrong is a
genius.”—A.N. Wilson, author of Jesus: A Life
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The Great Transformation
The Beginning of Our Religious Traditions
Vintage Canada From one of the world’s leading writers on religion and the highly acclaimed author of the bestselling A History of God, The Battle for God and The Spiral Staircase,
comes a major new work: a chronicle of one of the most important intellectual revolutions in world history and its relevance to our own time. In one astonishing, short period – the
ninth century BCE – the peoples of four distinct regions of the civilized world created the religious and philosophical traditions that have continued to nourish humanity into the
present day: Confucianism and Daoism in China; Hinduism and Buddhism in India; monotheism in Israel; and philosophical rationalism in Greece. Historians call this the Axial Age
because of its central importance to humanity’s spiritual development. Now, Karen Armstrong traces the rise and development of this transformative moment in history, examining
the brilliant contributions to these traditions made by such ﬁgures as the Buddha, Socrates, Confucius and Ezekiel. Armstrong makes clear that despite some diﬀerences of
emphasis, there was remarkable consensus among these religions and philosophies: each insisted on the primacy of compassion over hatred and violence. She illuminates what this
“family” resemblance reveals about the religious impulse and quest of humankind. And she goes beyond spiritual archaeology, delving into the ways in which these Axial Age beliefs
can present an instructive and thought-provoking challenge to the ways we think about and practice religion today. A revelation of humankind’s early shared imperatives, yearnings
and inspired solutions – as salutary as it is fascinating. Excerpt from The Great Transformation: In our global world, we can no longer aﬀord a parochial or exclusive vision. We must
learn to live and behave as though people in remote parts of the globe were as important as ourselves. The sages of the Axial Age did not create their compassionate ethic in idyllic
circumstances. Each tradition developed in societies like our own that were torn apart by violence and warfare as never before; indeed, the ﬁrst catalyst of religious change was
usually a visceral rejection of the aggression that the sages witnessed all around them. . . . All the great traditions that were created at this time are in agreement about the
supreme importance of charity and benevolence, and this tells us something important about our humanity.

Religion
Vintage Minis
Random House ‘Because "God" is inﬁnite, nobody can have the last word’ What is this thing, religion, supposedly the cause of bloodshed and warring for centuries? What is ‘God’ and
do we need ‘Him’ in our modern world? Karen Armstrong looks again at these questions in a refreshing and startling way. God is not to be ‘believed in’ as a child believes in Santa
Claus; religion is not a story to be proven true or false, but a discipline akin to music or art that answers a deeply human need, and can teach us to discover new capacities of mind
and heart. Selected from A Case for God, Fields of Blood and The Lost Art of Scripture VINTAGE MINIS: GREAT MINDS. BIG IDEAS. LITTLE BOOKS. A series of short books by the
world’s greatest writers on the experiences that make us human Also in the Vintage Minis 'Great Ideas' series: Art by Simon Schama Science by Ian McEwan

Through the Narrow Gate
A Memoir of Life In and Out of the Convent
Vintage Canada Available in Canada for the ﬁrst time since its initial publication in 1981, this is acclaimed author Karen Armstrong’s classic memoir of her life as a young woman in a
convent — the precursor to the bestseller The Spiral Staircase. Through the Narrow Gate is Karen Armstrong’s intimate memoir of life inside a Catholic convent. With honesty and
clarity, she explains what drove her at age seventeen to devote herself to God. Over the next seven years, she endures the diﬃculties of convent life — the enforced silence, the
lack of friendship and family, her own guilt at not being able to stiﬂe her voracious intelligence — and unveils the secrets of religious life during the post–Vatican II years. Through
the Narrow Gate is a moving account of a young woman’s search for God and the experiences that put Karen Armstrong on her way to becoming one of the most admired and most
respected interpreters of religious faith.

Holy War
MacMillan Publishing Company The Crusades and their impact on today's world.

Sacred Nature
Restoring Our Ancient Bond with the Natural World
Knopf From one of the most original thinkers on the role of religion in the modern world, a profound exploration of the spiritual power of nature—and an urgent call to reclaim that
power in everyday life. "Much has been written on the scientiﬁc and technological aspects of climate change.... But Armstrong’s book is both more personal and more profound. Its
urgent message is that hearts and minds need to change if we are to once more learn to revere our beautiful and fragile planet." —The Guardian Since the beginning of time,
humankind has looked upon nature and seen the divine. In the writings of the great thinkers across religions, the natural world inspires everything from fear, to awe, to tranquil
contemplation; God, or however one deﬁned the sublime, was present in everything. Yet today, even as we admire a tree or take in a striking landscape, we rarely see nature as
sacred. In this short but deeply powerful book, the best-selling historian of religion Karen Armstrong re-sacralizes nature for modern times. Drawing on her vast knowledge of the
world’s religious traditions, she vividly describes nature’s central place in spirituality across the centuries. In bringing this age-old wisdom to life, Armstrong shows modern readers
how to rediscover nature’s potency and form a connection to something greater than ourselves.

God in Us
A Case for Christian Humanism
Andrews UK Limited God In Us is a radical representation of the Christian faith for the 21st century. Following the example of the Old Testament prophets and the ﬁrst-century
Christians it overturns received ideas about God. God is not an invisible person 'out there' somewhere, but lives in the human heart and mind as 'the sum of all our values and ideals'
guiding and inspiring our lives. This new updated edition includes a foreword by Bishop John Shelby Spong and an afterword from the author.

The Case for God
What Religion Really Means
Here Armstrong argues that atheism has rarely been a denial of the sacred itself but has nearly always rejected a particular conception of God. She suggests that if we draw on the
insights of the past, we can build a faith that speaks to our needs.

Jesus
A Life
W. W. Norton & Company A scholarly exploration of the life of Jesus seeks to separate historical information from the faith-based tenets of his life, analyzing the role played by politics
in his rise to power, the miraculous events attributed to him, and the separation of Christianity and Judaism after his death. Reprint. 20,000 ﬁrst printing.

God
A Human History
Random House NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • The bestselling author of Zealot and host of Believer explores humanity’s quest to make sense of the divine in this concise and
fascinating history of our understanding of God. In Zealot, Reza Aslan replaced the staid, well-worn portrayal of Jesus of Nazareth with a startling new image of the man in all his
contradictions. In his new book, Aslan takes on a subject even more immense: God, writ large. In layered prose and with thoughtful, accessible scholarship, Aslan narrates the
history of religion as a remarkably cohesive attempt to understand the divine by giving it human traits and emotions. According to Aslan, this innate desire to humanize God is
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hardwired in our brains, making it a central feature of nearly every religious tradition. As Aslan writes, “Whether we are aware of it or not, and regardless of whether we’re
believers or not, what the vast majority of us think about when we think about God is a divine version of ourselves.” But this projection is not without consequences. We bestow
upon God not just all that is good in human nature—our compassion, our thirst for justice—but all that is bad in it: our greed, our bigotry, our penchant for violence. All these
qualities inform our religions, cultures, and governments. More than just a history of our understanding of God, this book is an attempt to get to the root of this humanizing impulse
in order to develop a more universal spirituality. Whether you believe in one God, many gods, or no god at all, God: A Human History will challenge the way you think about the
divine and its role in our everyday lives. Praise for God “Timely, riveting, enlightening and necessary.”—HuﬀPost “Tantalizing . . . Driven by [Reza] Aslan’s grace and curiosity, God .
. . helps us pan out from our troubled times, while asking us to consider a more expansive view of the divine in contemporary life.”—The Seattle Times “A fascinating exploration of
the interaction of our humanity and God.”—Pittsburgh Post-Gazette “[Aslan’s] slim, yet ambitious book [is] the story of how humans have created God with a capital G, and it’s
thoroughly mind-blowing.”—Los Angeles Review of Books “Aslan is a born storyteller, and there is much to enjoy in this intelligent survey.”—San Francisco Chronicle

Sacred Nature
How we can recover our bond with the natural world
Random House 'KAREN ARMSTRONG IS A GENIUS' - A.N. Wilson, author of The Victorians and Winnie and Wolf In this hugely powerful book, Karen Armstrong argues that if we want to
avert environmental catastrophe, it is not enough to change our behaviour: we need to learn to think and feel diﬀerently about the natural world - to rekindle our spiritual bond with
nature. For most of human history, and in almost all the world's cultures, nature was believed to be sacred, and our God or gods to be present everywhere in the natural world.
When people in the West began to separate God and nature in modern times, it was not just a profound breach with thousands of years of accumulated wisdom: it also set in train
the destruction of the natural world. Taking themes that have been central to the world's religious traditions - from gratitude and compassion to sacriﬁce and non-violence Armstrong oﬀers practical steps to help us develop a new mindset to reconnect with nature and rekindle our sense of the sacred. Sacred Nature reveals the most profound
connections between humans and the natural world. It speaks to anyone interested in our relationship with nature, worried about the destruction of our environment, and searching
for new ways of thinking to shape the action needed to save our planet. 'One of our best living writers on religion' Financial Times 'Karen Armstrong is one of the handful of wise and
supremely intelligent commentators on religion' Alain de Botton

A Short History of Myth (Myths series)
Vintage Canada What are myths? How have they evolved? And why do we still so desperately need them? A history of myth is a history of humanity, Karen Armstrong argues in this
insightful and eloquent book: our stories and beliefs, our attempts to understand the world, link us to our ancestors and each other. This is a brilliant and thought-provoking
introduction to myth in the broadest sense – from Palaeolithic times to the “Great Western Transformation” of the last 500 years – and why we dismiss it only at our peril.

Buddha
A portrait of the Buddha explores his identities both as an archetypal religious icon and as a man, chronicling his journey from his decision to leave a life of ease and power to his
attainment of spiritual enlightenment.

Speaking of Faith
Why Religion Matters--and How to Talk About It
Penguin A thought-provoking, original appraisal of the meaning of religion by the host of public radio's On Being Krista Tippett, widely becoming known as the Bill Moyers of radio, is
one of the country's most intelligent and insightful commentators on religion, ethics, and the human spirit. With this book, she draws on her own life story and her intimate
conversations with both ordinary and famous ﬁgures, including Elie Wiesel, Karen Armstrong, and Thich Nhat Hanh, to explore complex subjects like science, love, virtue, and
violence within the context of spirituality and everyday life. Her way of speaking about the mysteries of life-and of listening with care to those who endeavor to understand those
mysteries--is nothing short of revolutionary.

Reading Judas
The Gospel of Judas and the Shaping of Christianity
Penguin The instant New York Times bestseller interpreting the controversial long-lost gospel The recently unearthed Gospel of Judas is a source of fascination for biblical scholars
and lay Christians alike. Now two leading experts on the Gnostic gospels tackle the important questions posed by its discovery, including: How could any Christian imagine Judas to
be Jesus' favorite? And what kind of vision of God does the author oﬀer? Working from Karen L. King's brilliant new translation, Elaine Pagels and King provide the context necessary
for considering its meaning. Reading Judas plunges into the heart of Christianity itself and will stand as the deﬁnitive look at the gospel for years to come.

Six Characters in Search of an Author
Graphic Arts Books Six Characters in Search of an Author (1921) is a metatheatrical drama by Luigi Pirandello. Viewed as an important work of absurdist literature, the play was a
critical failure when it was ﬁrst staged in Rome. Revised by its author and bolstered by successful performances in New York City, Six Characters in Search of an Author has been
recognized as a pioneering examination of the nature of creativity, the relationship of the director and actors to the work of art, and the psychological stress associated with staging
a theatrical production. While preparing to rehearse a new play by director Luigi Pirandello, a theatre company is interrupted with the arrival of six strangers on set. After a moment
of frustration and confusion, the director is told that they are six unﬁnished characters whose story cannot be told without his intervention. The Father, Mother, Son, Stepdaughter,
Boy, and Child refuse to leave, forcing the director to convince his actors to help them fulﬁll their wish. As the story begins to take shape, the characters exert more and more
control over the set and the participation of the other actors, soon overtaking the director entirely. Strange and compelling, Six Characters in Search of an Author is a unique play
which saw resistance from critics and theatergoers for one reason only: its methods forced them to question the nature of reality itself. With a beautifully designed cover and
professionally typeset manuscript, this edition of Luigi Pirandello’s Six Characters in Search of an Author is a classic work of Italian literature reimagined for modern readers.

Dante
St. Paul
The Apostle We Love to Hate
Houghton Miﬄin Harcourt A stirring account of the life of Paul, who brought Christianity to the Jews, by the most popular writer on religion in the English-speaking world, Karen
Armstrong, author ofThe History of God, which has been translated into thirty languages

Narrative Means to Sober Ends
Treating Addiction and Its Aftermath
Guilford Press Working with clients who abuse drugs or alcohol poses formidable challenges to the clinician. Addicted persons are often confronting multiple, complex problems, from
the denial of the addiction itself, to legacies of early trauma or abuse, to histories of broken relationships with parents, spouses, and children. Making matters more confusing, the
treatment ﬁeld is too often splintered into diﬀerent approaches, each with its own competing claims. This eloquently written book proposes a narrative approach that builds a muchneeded bridge between family therapy, psychodynamic therapy, and addictions counseling. Demonstrated are innovative, ﬂexible ways to help clients form new understandings of
what has happened in their lives, explore their relationships to drugs and alcohol, and develop new stories to guide and nourish their recovery.

The Harlot by the Side of the Road
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Forbidden Tales of the Bible
Ballantine Books Sex. Violence. Scandal. These are words we rarely associate with the sacred text of the Bible. Yet in this brilliant new book, Jonathan Kirsch shows that the Old
Testament is ﬁlled with some of the most startling and explicit stories in all of Western literature. These tales of seduction and rape, voyeurism and exhibitionism, intermarriage and
illegitimacy, assassination and murder have been suppressed by religious authorities throughout history precisely because they are so shocking. "You mean that's in the Bible?" is
the common reaction of the contemporary reader to the stories that Kirsch retells and explores. In The Harlot by the Side of the Road, Kirsch recounts these suppressed and
mistranslated tales in the grand storytelling tradition. Here is the tale of Dinah, the young Israelite daughter raped by a princely suitor. The price for her hand in marriage? The
circumcision of every man in his kingdom. Here, too, is the story of Lot's daughters, who, when faced with the possibility that they are the last survivors on earth, must copulate
with their drunken father to continue their race. And the story of Tamar, the harlot by the side of the road, who must disguise herself as a prostitute and seduce her father-in-law in
order to bear the child who has been promised her. Kirsch places each story within the political and social context of its time, and delves into the latest biblical scholarship to
explain why each story was originally censored. He also brings to light when and where each story was ﬁrst written down, and how it found its way into the Bible. And he shows how
these stories have something important to say to contemporary readers who might never pick up a Bible. Kirsch reveals that the Bible's real power lies in its unﬂinching lessons in
human nature. And he illuminates the surprising modernity of the Bible's characters: these were, like us, people delicately balanced between their destructive and generous
natures. Certain to excite controversy and ignite intellectual debate, The Harlot by the Side of the Road will undoubtedly be one of the year's most talked-about books.

The Future of Faith
Harper Collins The Rise and Fall of Belief and the Coming Age of the Spirit There is an essential change taking place in what it means to be “religious” today. As religious people shift
their focus to ethical guidelines and spiritual disciplines—not doctrine—we are seeing a universal trend away from hierarchical, regional, patriarchal, and institutional religion. Now,
legendary Harvard scholar Harvey Cox oﬀers a new interpretation of the history and future of religion, revealing how doctrines and dogma are giving way to new grassroots
movements based in community, social justice, and spiritual experience. The Future of Faith is a major statement and a hopeful vision from one of the most revered theologians
today.

Neither Nowt Nor Summat
In search of the meaning of Yorkshire
Random House I’m going to deﬁne the essence of this sprawling place as best I can. I’m going to start here, in this village, and radiate out like a ripple in a pond. I don’t want to go to
the obvious places, either; I want to be like a bus driver on my ﬁrst morning on the job, getting gloriously lost, turning up where I shouldn’t. I’m going to conﬁrm or deny the clichés,
holding them up to see where the light gets in. Yorkshire people are tight. Yorkshire people are arrogant. Yorkshire people eat a Yorkshire pudding before every meal. Yorkshire
people solder a t’ before every word they use... If there were such a thing as a professional Yorkshireman, Ian McMillan would be it. He’s regularly consulted as a home-grown
expert, and southerners comment archly on his ‘fruity Yorkshire brogue’. But he has been keeping a secret. His dad was from Lanarkshire, Scotland, making him, as he puts it, only
‘half tyke’. So Ian is worried; is he Yorkshire enough? To try to understand what this means Ian embarks on a journey around the county, starting in the village has lived in his entire
life. With contributions from the Cudworth Probus Club, a kazoo playing train guard, Mad Geoﬀ the barber and four Saddleworth council workers looking for a mattress, Ian tries to
discover what lies at the heart of Britain’s most distinct county and its people, as well as ﬁnding out whether the Yorkshire Pudding is worthy of becoming a UNESCO Intangible
Heritage Site, if Harrogate is really, really, in Yorkshire and, of course, who knocks up the knocker up?

Did God Really Command Genocide?
Coming to Terms with the Justice of God
Baker Books A common objection to belief in the God of the Bible is that a good, kind, and loving deity would never command the wholesale slaughter of nations. Even Christians have
a hard time stomaching such a thought, and many avoid reading those diﬃcult Old Testament passages that make us squeamish. Instead, we quickly jump to the enemy-loving,
forgiving Jesus of the New Testament. And yet, the question doesn't go away. Did God really command genocide? Is the command to "utterly destroy" morally unjustiﬁable? Is it
literal? Are the issues more complex and nuanced than we realize? In the tradition of his popular Is God a Moral Monster?, Paul Copan teams up with Matthew Flannagan to tackle
some of the most confusing and uncomfortable passages of Scripture. Together they help the Christian and nonbeliever alike understand the biblical, theological, philosophical, and
ethical implications of Old Testament warfare passages. Pastors, youth pastors, campus ministers, apologetics readers, and laypeople will ﬁnd that this book both enlightens and
equips them for serious discussion of troubling spiritual questions.

Reason, Faith, and Revolution
Reﬂections on the God Debate
Yale University Press On the one hand, Eagleton demolishes what he calls the "superstitious" view of God held by most atheists and agnostics and oﬀers in its place a revolutionary
account of the Christian Gospel. On the other hand, he launches a stinging assault on the betrayal of this revolution by institutional Christianity. There is little joy here, then, either
for the anti-God brigade -- Richard Dawkins and Christopher Hitchens in particular -- nor for many conventional believers. --Résumé de l'éditeur.

Twelve Steps to a Compassionate Life
Random House Taking as her starting point the teachings of the great world religions, Karen Armstrong demonstrates in twelve practical steps how we can bring compassion to the
forefront of our lives. Armstrong argues that compassion is inseparable from humanity, and by transcending the limitations of selﬁshness on a daily basis we will not only make a
diﬀerence in the world but also lead happier, more fulﬁlled, lives.
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