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Nothing Like a Dame
Conversations with the Great
Women of Musical Theater
Oxford University Press, USA In Nothing Like a Dame, theater journalist Eddie
Shapiro opens a jewelry box full of glittering surprises, through in-depth
conversations with twenty leading women of Broadway. He carefully
selected Tony Award-winning stars who have spent the majority of their
careers in theater, leaving aside those who have moved on or occasionally
drop back in. The women he interviewed spent endless hours with him,
discussing their careers, oﬀering insights into the iconic shows, changes on
Broadway over the last century, and the art (and thrill) of taking the stage
night after night. Chita Rivera describes the experience of starring in
musicals in each of the last seven decades; Audra McDonald gives her
thoughts on the work that went into the ﬁve Tony Awards she won before
turning forty-one; and Carol Channing reﬂects on how she has revisited the
same starring role generation after generation, and its eﬀects on her
career. Here too is Sutton Foster, who contemplates her breakout success
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in an age when stars working predominately in theater are increasingly
rare. Each of these conversations is guided by Shapiro's expert knowledge
of these women's careers, Broadway lore, and the details of famous (and
infamous) musicals. He also includes dozens of photographs of these
players in their best-known roles. This fascinating collection reveals the
artistic genius and human experience of the women who have made
Broadway musicals more popular than ever -- a must for anyone who loves
the theater.
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Shapiro opens a jewelry box full of glittering surprises, through in-depth
conversations with twenty leading women of Broadway. He carefully
selected Tony Award-winning stars who have spent the majority of their
careers in theater, leaving aside those who have moved on or occasionally
drop back in. The women he interviewed spent endless hours with him,
discussing their careers, oﬀering insights into the iconic shows, changes on
Broadway over the last century, and the art (and thrill) of taking the stage
night after night. Chita Rivera describes the experience of starring in
musicals in each of the last seven decades; Audra McDonald gives her
thoughts on the work that went into the ﬁve Tony Awards she won before
turning forty-one; and Carol Channing reﬂects on how she has revisited the
same starring role generation after generation, and its eﬀects on her
career. Here too is Sutton Foster, who contemplates her breakout success
in an age when stars working predominately in theater are increasingly
rare. Each of these conversations is guided by Shapiro's expert knowledge
of these women's careers, Broadway lore, and the details of famous (and
infamous) musicals. He also includes dozens of photographs of these
players in their best-known roles. This fascinating collection reveals the
artistic genius and human experience of the women who have made
Broadway musicals more popular than ever-a must for anyone who loves
the theater.

A Wonderful Guy
Conversations with the Great Men
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of Musical Theater
Oxford University Press Fascinating, never-before-published interviews with
Broadway's leading men oﬀer behind-the-scenes looks at the careers of
some of the most beloved perfomers today. In A Wonderful Guy, a follow
up to Nothing Like a Dame: Conversations with the Great Women of
Musical Theater, theatre journalist Eddie Shapiro sits down for intimate,
career-encompassing conversations with nineteen of Broadway's most
proliﬁc and fascinating leading men. Full of detailed stories and reﬂections,
his conversations with such luminaries as Joel Grey, Ben Vareen, Norm
Lewis, Gavin Creel, Cheyenne Jackson, Jonathan Groﬀ and a host of others
dig deep into each actor's career; together, these chapters tell the story of
what it means to be a leading man on Broadway over the past ﬁfty years.
Alan Cumming described Nothing Like a Dame, as "an encyclopedia of
modern musical theatre via a series of tender meetings between a diehard
fan and his idols. Because of Eddie Shapiro's utter guilelessness, these
women open up and reveal more than they ever have before, and we get to
be the third guest at each encounter." A Wonderful Guy brings more ﬂy-onthe-wall opportunities for fans to savour, students to study, and even the
unindoctrinated to understand the life of the performing artist.

A Wonderful Guy
Conversations with the Great Men
of Musical Theater
Oxford University Press Fascinating, never-before-published interviews with
Broadway's leading men oﬀer behind-the-scenes looks at the careers of
some of the most beloved perfomers today. In A Wonderful Guy, a follow
up to Nothing Like a Dame: Conversations with the Great Women of
Musical Theater, theatre journalist Eddie Shapiro sits down for intimate,
career-encompassing conversations with nineteen of Broadway's most
proliﬁc and fascinating leading men. Full of detailed stories and reﬂections,
his conversations with such luminaries as Joel Grey, Ben Vereen, Norm
Lewis, Gavin Creel, Cheyenne Jackson, Jonathan Groﬀ and a host of others
dig deep into each actor's career; together, these chapters tell the story of
what it means to be a leading man on Broadway over the past ﬁfty years.
Alan Cumming described Nothing Like a Dame, as "an encyclopedia of
modern musical theatre via a series of tender meetings between a diehard
fan and his idols. Because of Eddie Shapiro's utter guilelessness, these
women open up and reveal more than they ever have before, and we get to
be the third guest at each encounter." A Wonderful Guy brings more ﬂy-onthe-wall opportunities for fans to savour, students to study, and even the
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unindoctrinated to understand the life of the performing artist.

Nothing Like a Dame
Conversations with the Great
Women of Musical Theater
Oxford University Press In Nothing Like a Dame, theater journalist Eddie
Shapiro opens a jewelry box full of glittering surprises, through in-depth
conversations with twenty leading women of Broadway. He carefully
selected Tony Award-winning stars who have spent the majority of their
careers in theater, leaving aside those who have moved on or occasionally
drop back in. The women he interviewed spent endless hours with him,
discussing their careers, oﬀering insights into the iconic shows, changes on
Broadway over the last century, and the art (and thrill) of taking the stage
night after night. Chita Rivera describes the experience of starring in
musicals in each of the last seven decades; Audra McDonald gives her
thoughts on the work that went into the ﬁve Tony Awards she won before
turning forty-one; and Carol Channing reﬂects on how she has revisited the
same starring role generation after generation, and its eﬀects on her
career. Here too is Sutton Foster, who contemplates her breakout success
in an age when stars working predominately in theater are increasingly
rare. Each of these conversations is guided by Shapiro's expert knowledge
of these women's careers, Broadway lore, and the details of famous (and
infamous) musicals. He also includes dozens of photographs of these
players in their best-known roles. This fascinating collection reveals the
artistic genius and human experience of the women who have made
Broadway musicals more popular than ever-a must for anyone who loves
the theater.

Patti Lupone
A Memoir
Crown The multiple award-winning actress traces the story of her career
from her junior high-school performance of the title character in Gypsy to
her 2008 opening on Broadway as Louise's mother, Rose, in a candid
account that also describes her personal and professional relationships.
Reprint.
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Wonder of Wonders
A Cultural History of Fiddler on the
Roof
Metropolitan Books A sparkling and eye-opening history of the Broadway
musical that changed the world In the half-century since its premiere,
Fiddler on the Roof has had an astonishing global impact. Beloved by
audiences the world over, performed from rural high schools to grand state
theaters, Fiddler is a supremely potent cultural landmark. In a history as
captivating as its subject, award-winning drama critic Alisa Solomon traces
how and why the story of Tevye the milkman, the creation of the great
Yiddish writer Sholem-Aleichem, was reborn as blockbuster entertainment
and a cultural touchstone, not only for Jews and not only in America. It is a
story of the theater, following Tevye from his humble appearance on the
New York Yiddish stage, through his adoption by leftist dramatists as a
symbol of oppression, to his Broadway debut in one of the last big book
musicals, and his ultimate destination—a major Hollywood picture.
Solomon reveals how the show spoke to the deepest conﬂicts and desires
of its time: the fraying of tradition, generational tension, the loss of roots.
Audiences everywhere found in Fiddler immediate resonance and a usable
past, whether in Warsaw, where it unlocked the taboo subject of Jewish
history, or in Tokyo, where the producer asked how Americans could
understand a story that is "so Japanese." Rich, entertaining, and original,
Wonder of Wonders reveals the surprising and enduring legacy of a show
about tradition that itself became a tradition. Wonder of wonders, miracle
of miracles.

My West Side Story
A Memoir
Rowman & Littleﬁeld Natalie Wood and “lovely” Richard Beymer, to the
mercurial Jerome Robbins and “passionate” Rita Moreno, with whom
Chakiris remains friends. “I know exactly where my gratitude belongs,”
Chakiris writes, “and I still marvel at how, unbeknownst to me at the time,
the joyful path of my life was paved one night in 1949 when Jerome
Robbins sat Leonard Bernstein and Arthur Laurents down in his apartment
and announced, ‘I have an idea.’"
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Time Steps
My Musical Comedy Life
Simon and Schuster A personal memoir by the Tony Award-winning dancer
and choreographer describes her struggles with depression and
rheumatoid arthritis, and her experiences with such ﬁgures as Bob Fosse,
Stephen Sondheim, and Fred Astaire.

We Don't Die
George Anderson's Conversations
with the Other Side
Penguin Surveys the career of American psychic George Anderson, providing
evidence of life after death, describing his remarkable talents and
presenting Anderson's philosophy about the soul's immortality and his
messages of hope, truth, peace, and eternity. Reprint.

What the Night Sings
Knopf Books for Young Readers A Morris Award Finalist Longlisted for the
National Book Award For fans of The Book Thief and The Boy in the Striped
Pajamas comes a lushly illustrated novel about a teen Holocaust survivor
who must come to terms with who she is and how to rebuild her life. "A
tour de force. This powerful story of love, loss, and survival is not to be
missed." --KRISTIN HANNAH, #1 New York Times bestselling author of The
Nightingale After losing her family and everything she knew in the Nazi
concentration camps, Gerta is ﬁnally liberated, only to ﬁnd herself
completely alone. Without her papa, her music, or even her true identity,
she must move past the task of surviving and on to living her life. In the
displaced persons camp where she is staying, Gerta meets Lev, a fellow
teen survivor who she just might be falling for, despite her feelings for
someone else. With a newfound Jewish identity she never knew she had,
and a return to the life of music she thought she lost forever, Gerta must
choose how to build a new future. "What the Night Sings is a book from the
heart, of the heart, and to the heart. Vesper Stamper's Gerta will stay with
you long after you turn the last page. Her story is one of hope and
redemption and life--a blessing to the world." --Deborah Heiligman, awardwinning author of Charles and Emma and Vincent and Theo A WALL STREET
JOURNAL BEST CHILDREN'S BOOK OF 2018 A KIRKUS REVIEWS BEST BOOK
OF 2018
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Elizabeth Taylor
There Is Nothing Like a Dame
Blood Moon Prod Limited Reveals gossip, scandals, and secrets from the
renowned actress' life, providing insight into her relationships,
professional rivalries, and exploits in Hollywood.

Inventing the Modern Yiddish Stage
Wayne State University Press Collects leading scholars' insight on the plays,
production, music, audiences, and political and aesthetic concerns of
modern Yiddish theater.

The 48 Laws Of Power
Proﬁle Books THE MILLION COPY INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER Drawn from
3,000 years of the history of power, this is the deﬁnitive guide to help
readers achieve for themselves what Queen Elizabeth I, Henry Kissinger,
Louis XIV and Machiavelli learnt the hard way. Law 1: Never outshine the
master Law 2: Never put too much trust in friends; learn how to use
enemies Law 3: Conceal your intentions Law 4: Always say less than
necessary. The text is bold and elegant, laid out in black and red
throughout and replete with fables and unique word sculptures. The 48
laws are illustrated through the tactics, triumphs and failures of great
ﬁgures from the past who have wielded - or been victimised by - power.
___________________________________ (From the Playboy interview with Jay-Z,
April 2003) PLAYBOY: Rap careers are usually over fast: one or two hits,
then styles change and a new guy comes along. Why have you endured
while other rappers haven't? JAY-Z: I would say that it's from still being
able to relate to people. It's natural to lose yourself when you have
success, to start surrounding yourself with fake people. In The 48 Laws of
Power, it says the worst thing you can do is build a fortress around
yourself. I still got the people who grew up with me, my cousin and my
childhood friends. This guy right here (gestures to the studio manager),
he's my friend, and he told me that one of my records, Volume Three, was
wack. People set higher standards for me, and I love it.

Conversations with the Fat Girl
Forever Liza Palmer will have readers cheering as she explores friendship,
true love, and self-acceptance in this "engaging and poignant" (Jennifer
Weiner) novel. Everyone seems to be getting on with their lives except
Maggie. At twenty-seven, she's still serving coﬀee at Joe's while her friends
are getting married, having babies, and thriving in their careers. And now

7

8

Olivia, Maggie's best friend since grade school, is getting married too. The
man in Maggie's life? Well there isn't one, except the guy she has a crush
on, Domenic, who works with her at the coﬀee shop. Oh, and her dog, Solo
(the name says it all). When Olivia comes to town and asks Maggie to be
her maid of honor, Maggie is thrilled... but she can't help comparing herself
to the new and "improved" Olivia. Way back then, they befriended each
other because they both struggled with their weight. Now grown up,
Maggie is still shopping in the "women's section" while Olivia went and had
gastric-bypass surgery in search of the elusive size 2. But as the wedding
nears, Olivia's seemingly perfect life starts to unravel, and Maggie realizes
that happiness might not be tied to a number on the scale. In this
wonderful novel, Liza Palmer is both witty and wise, giving a voice to
women everywhere who have ever wished they could stop obsessing... and
start living. "Liza Palmer's voice is fresh, exciting, and necessary. She's a
must-read author." -Taylor Jenkins Reid, New York Times bestselling author
of Daisy Jones & the Six "Kudos to Liza Palmer." -People "Palmer's likable
characters and snappy dialogue make this novel stand out from the
crowd." -Booklist "In a word: genuine." -Herald Sun

Doing the Truth in Love
Conversations about God,
Relationships, and Service
Paulist Press This basic and engaging theology of God, human relationships
and service assists readers in reﬂecting more faithfully and more
theologically on their own lives, particularly if they are involved in pastoral
ministry or service projects.

And Furthermore
St. Martin's Press I can hardly believe that it is more than half a century since
I ﬁrst stepped on to the stage of the Old Vic Theatre and into a way of life
that has brought me the most rewarding professional relationships and
friendships. I cannot imagine now ever doing anything else with my life
except acting..." – Judi Dench From London's glittering West End to
Broadway's bright lights, from her Academy Award-winning role as
Elizabeth I in Shakespeare in Love to "M" in the James Bond ﬁlms, Judi
Dench has treated audiences to some of the greatest performances of our
time. She made her professional acting debut in 1957 with England's Old
Vic theatre company playing Ophelia in Hamlet , Katherine in Henry V (her
New York debut), and then, Juliet. In 1961, she joined the Royal
Shakespeare Company playing Anya in The Cherry Orchard with John
Gielgud and Peggy Ashcroft. In 1968, she went beyond the classical stage
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to become a sensation as Sally Bowles in Cabaret, adding musical comedy
to her repertoire. Over the years, Dench has given indelible performances
in the classics as well as some of the greatest plays and musicals of the
twentieth century including Noël Coward's Hay Fever, Stephen Sondheim's
A Little Night Music, Kaufman and Hart's The Royal Family and David Hare's
Amy's View (for which she won the Tony Award). Recently, she made a
triumphant return to A Midsummer Night's Dream as Titania, a role she
ﬁrst played in 1962, now played as a theatre-besotted Queen Elizabeth I.
Her ﬁlm career has been ﬁlled with unforgettable performances of some
unforgettable women: Queen Victoria in Mrs. Brown, the terrifying
schoolteacher Barbara Covett in Notes on a Scandal and the writer Iris
Murdoch in Iris. And, for the BBC, Dench created another unforgettable
woman when she brought her great comic timing and deeply felt emotions
to the role of Jean Pargetter in the long-running BBC series As Time Goes
By. And Furthermore is, however, more than the story of a great actress's
career. It is also the story of Judi Dench's life: her early days as a child in a
family that was in love with the theatre; her marriage to actor Michael
Williams; the joy she takes in her daughter, the actress Finty Williams, and
her grandson, Sammy. Filled with Dench's impish sense of humor,
diamond-sharp intelligence and photos from her personal archives, And
Furthermore is the book every fan of the great Judi Dench will cherish.

Madeline Kahn
Being the Music, A Life
Univ. Press of Mississippi Best known for her Oscar-nominated roles in the
smash hits Paper Moon and Blazing Saddles, Madeline Kahn (1942–1999)
was one of the most popular comedians of her time—and one of the least
understood. She turned out as reserved and reﬁned as her characters were
bold and bawdy. Almost a Method actor in her approach, she took her work
seriously. When crew members and audiences laughed, she asked why—as
if they were laughing at her—and all her life she remained unsure of her
gifts. William V. Madison examines Kahn’s ﬁlm career, including not only
her triumphs with Mel Brooks and Peter Bogdanovich, but also her
overlooked performances in The Adventure of Sherlock Holmes’ Smarter
Brother and Judy Berlin, her ﬁnal ﬁlm. Her work in television—notably her
sitcoms—also comes into focus. New York theater showered her with
accolades, but also with remarkably bad luck, culminating in a disastrous
outing in On the Twentieth Century that wrecked her reputation on
Broadway. Only with her Tony-winning performance in The Sisters
Rosensweig, ﬁfteen years later, did Kahn regain her standing. Drawing on
new interviews with family, friends, and such colleagues as Lily Tomlin,
Carol Burnett, Gene Wilder, Harold Prince, and Eileen Brennan, as well as
archival press and private writings, Madison uncovers Kahn’s lonely
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childhood and her struggles as a single woman working to provide for her
erratic mother. Above all, Madison reveals the paramount importance of
music in Kahn’s life. A talented singer, Kahn entertained oﬀers for operatic
engagements long after she was an established Hollywood star, and she
treated each script as a score. As Kahn told one friend, her ambition was
“to be the music.”

Brief Interviews with Hideous Men
Stories
Little, Brown In this thought-provoking and playful short story collection,
David Foster Wallace nudges at the boundaries of ﬁction with inimitable
wit and seductive intelligence. Wallace's stories present a world where the
bizarre and the banal are interwoven and where hideous men appear in
many guises. Among the stories are 'The Depressed Person,' a dazzling and
blackly humorous portrayal of a woman's mental state; 'Adult World,' which
reveals a woman's agonized consideration of her confusing sexual
relationship with her husband; and 'Brief Interviews with Hideous Men,' a
dark, hilarious series of imagined interviews with men on the subject of
their relations with women. Wallace delights in leftﬁeld observation,
mining the absurd, the surprising, and the illuminating from every
situation. This collection will enthrall DFW fans, and provides a perfect
introduction for new readers.

Be the Change
How Meditation Can Transform You
and the World
Sterling Publishing Company, Inc. Collects the insights of spiritual writers and
leading meditation practitioners from a variety of disciplines to inspire
readers to begin their own meditation practice, in a guide that includes
contributions by such ﬁgures as Jack Kornﬁeld, Ram Dass and Marianne
Williamson.

To Say Nothing of the Dog
Bantam From Connie Willis, winner of multiple Hugo and Nebula Awards,
comes a comedic romp through an unpredictable world of mystery, love,
and time travel . . . Ned Henry is badly in need of a rest. He’s been
shuttling between the 21st century and the 1940s searching for a Victorian
atrocity called the bishop's bird stump. It’s part of a project to restore the
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famed Coventry Cathedral, destroyed in a Nazi air raid over a hundred
years earlier. But then Verity Kindle, a fellow time traveler, inadvertently
brings back something from the past. Now Ned must jump back to the
Victorian era to help Verity put things right—not only to save the project
but to prevent altering history itself.

They Made Us Happy
Betty Comden & Adolph Green's
Musicals & Movies
Oxford University Press Betty Comden and Adolph Green were the writers
behind such classic stage musicals as On the Town, Wonderful Town, and
Bells Are Ringing, and they provided lyrics for such standards as "New
York, New York," "Just in Time," "The Party's Over," and "Make Someone
Happy," to name just a few. This remarkable duo, the longest-running
partnership in theatrical history, also penned the screenplays for such
cinematic gems as Singin' in the Rain and The Band Wagon. In the process
they worked with such artists as Leonard Bernstein, Gene Kelly, Fred
Astaire, Judy Holliday, and Jule Styne. They Made Us Happy is the ﬁrst book
to tell the full story of their careers, lives, and work, starting with their
acclaimed appearances as part of the sketch troupe the Revuers and
moving through their bi-coastal lives as a pair of Broadway's top writers
and two of Hollywood's most valued scribes. The book takes readers on a
trip through almost the entirety of the twentieth century, and along the
way there are appearances by the likes of Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis,
Greta Garbo, and Charlie Chaplin. Author Andy Propst brings both their
produced work to life as well as many of the projects that that never made
it to the stage or the screen, including an aborted musical version of
Thornton Wilder's The Skin of Our Teeth, a bio-pic about directorchoreographer Busby Berkeley, and their version of the book for Cole
Porter's musical Out of This World. Comden and Green's wit and deft satire
inspired laughs during their lives, and their musicals and movies have
endured, amusing generation after generation. It's work that will always be
making audiences happy.

Her Turn on Stage
The Role of Women in Musical
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Theatre
McFarland Audiences for musical theater are predominantly women, yet
shows are frequently created and produced by men. Onstage, female
characters are depicted as victims or sex objects and lack the complexity
of their male counterparts. Oﬀstage, women are under-represented among
writers, directors, composers and choreographers. While other areas of the
arts rally behind gender equality, musical theater demonstrates a
disregard for women and an authentic female voice. If musical theater
reﬂects prevailing societal attitudes, what does the modern musical tell us
about the place of women in contemporary America, the UK and Australia?
Are women deliberately kept out of musical theater by men jealously
guarding their territory or is the absence of women a result of the
modernization of the genre? Based on interviews with successful female
performers, writers, directors, choreographers and executives, this book
oﬀers a unique female viewpoint on musical theater today.

Playing with Fire
A Novel
Ballantine Books A gripping standalone thriller by the New York Times
bestselling author of the Rizzoli & Isles series INTERNATIONAL THRILLER
WRITERS AWARD FINALIST • NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE
YEAR BY LOS ANGELES TIMES AND SUSPENSE MAGAZINE In a shadowy
antiques shop in Rome, violinist Julia Ansdell happens upon a curious piece
of music—the Incendio waltz—and is immediately entranced by its unusual
composition. Full of passion, torment, and chilling beauty, and seemingly
unknown to the world, the waltz, its mournful minor key, its feverish
arpeggios, appear to dance with a strange life of their own. Julia is
determined to master the complex work and make its melody heard. Back
home in Boston, from the moment Julia’s bow moves across the strings,
drawing the waltz’s ﬁery notes into the air, something strange is
stirred—and Julia’s world comes under threat. The music has a terrifying
and inexplicable eﬀect on her young daughter, who seems violently
transformed. Convinced that the hypnotic strains of Incendio are weaving a
malevolent spell, Julia sets out to discover the man and the meaning
behind the score. Her quest beckons Julia to the ancient city of Venice,
where she uncovers a dark, decades-old secret involving a dangerously
powerful family that will stop at nothing to keep Julia from bringing the
truth to light. Praise for Playing with Fire “Compelling . . . I defy you to
read the ﬁrst chapter and not singe your ﬁngers reading the rest.”—David
Baldacci “One of the best and most original thrillers of the
year.”—Providence Journal “[A] novel brimming with emotion, literary
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description, and psychological suspense.”—The Huﬃngton Post “Will make
readers drop everything to immerse themselves in its propulsive dual
narrative.”—Los Angeles Times

Conversations on Art and
Aesthetics
Oxford University Press What is art? What counts as an aesthetic experience?
Does art have to beautiful? Can one reasonably dispute about taste? What
is the relation between aesthetic and moral evaluations? How to interpret a
work of art?In Conversations on Art and Aesthetics, Hans Maes discusses
these and other key questions in aesthetics with ten world-leading
philosophers of art. The exchanges are direct, open, and sharp, and give a
clear account ofthese thinkers' core ideas and intellectual development.
They also oﬀer new insights into, and a deeper understanding of,
contemporary issues in the philosophy of art.

In the Company of the Poor
Conversations with Dr. Paul Farmer
and Fr. Gustavo Gutierrez
Orbis Books This book reﬂects intersection between the lives, commitments,
and strategies of two highly respected ﬁgures Dr. Paul Farmer and Fr.
Gustavo Gutierrez joined in their option for the poor, their defense of life,
and their commitment to liberation. Farmer has credited liberation
theology as the inspiration for his eﬀort to do "social justice medicine,"
while Gutierrez has recognized Farmer's work as particularly compelling
example of the option for the poor, and the impact that theology can have
outside the church. Draws on their respective writings, major addresses by
both at Notre Dame, and a transcript of a dialogue between them.

Bullshit Jobs
A Theory
Simon & Schuster From bestselling writer David Graeber—“a master of
opening up thought and stimulating debate” (Slate)—a powerful argument
against the rise of meaningless, unfulﬁlling jobs…and their consequences.
Does your job make a meaningful contribution to the world? In the spring
of 2013, David Graeber asked this question in a playful, provocative essay
titled “On the Phenomenon of Bullshit Jobs.” It went viral. After one million
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online views in seventeen diﬀerent languages, people all over the world
are still debating the answer. There are hordes of people—HR consultants,
communication coordinators, telemarketing researchers, corporate
lawyers—whose jobs are useless, and, tragically, they know it. These
people are caught in bullshit jobs. Graeber explores one of society’s most
vexing and deeply felt concerns, indicting among other villains a particular
strain of ﬁnance capitalism that betrays ideals shared by thinkers ranging
from Keynes to Lincoln. “Clever and charismatic” (The New Yorker),
Bullshit Jobs gives individuals, corporations, and societies permission to
undergo a shift in values, placing creative and caring work at the center of
our culture. This book is for everyone who wants to turn their vocation
back into an avocation and “a thought-provoking examination of our
working lives” (Financial Times).

Nightmare Alley
New York Review of Books Soon to be a major motion picture from Academy
Award–winning director Guillermo del Toro and starring Bradley Cooper,
Cate Blanchett, Rooney Mara, and Toni Collette. Nightmare Alley begins
with an extraordinary description of a carnival-show geek—alcoholic and
abject and the object of the voyeuristic crowd’s gleeful disgust and
derision—going about his work at a county fair. Young Stan Carlisle is
working as a carny, and he wonders how a man could fall so low. There’s
no way in hell, he vows, that anything like that will ever happen to him.
And since Stan is clever and ambitious and not without a useful streak of
ruthlessness, soon enough he’s going places. Onstage he plays the
mentalist with a cute assistant (before long his harried wife), then he
graduates to full-blown spiritualist, catering to the needs of the rich and
gullible in their well-upholstered homes. It looks like the world is Stan’s for
the taking. At least for now.

Machers And Rockers
Chess Records And The Business Of
Rock & Roll
W. W. Norton & Company A portrait of the producer-and-artist relationships
between Leonard Chess and famous blues and rock musicians discusses
Chess's Jewish origins in Russia, his establishment of Chess Records, and
his aggressive acquisition and promotion of such names as Muddy Waters,
Bo Diddly, and Chuck Berry. 30,000 ﬁrst printing.
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Dark Stars Rising
Conversations from the Outer
Realms
A collection of 26 interviews spanning twenty-three years with creators of
darker art worldwide, whether it be ﬁlm, performance, literature, or
something else entirely. In many cases never meeting or being aware of
each other, the vortex here is interviewer and New York ﬁlm writer Shade
Rupe, known for his avant interests and the cultural sector he created with
his Funeral Party series of books. Everyone in this collection (with the
exception of the late Divine and Brother Theodore) is working today,
continuing to produce artifacts that catch the heart.

Still Here
The Madcap, Nervy, Singular Life of
Elaine Stritch
Farrar, Straus and Giroux One of The New Yorker's favorite nonﬁction book of
2019 | A New York Times Book Review Editors' Choice Named one of
Vogue's "17 Books We Can't Wait to Read This Fall" "Compulsively readable
. . . ravenously consuming . . . manna from heaven . . . If ever someone
knew how to put a genuinely irresistible book together, it's Jacobs in Still
Here." —Jeﬀ Simon, The Buﬀalo News Still Here is the ﬁrst full telling of
Elaine Stritch’s life. Rollicking but intimate, it tracks one of Broadway’s
great personalities from her upbringing in Detroit during the Great
Depression to her fateful move to New York City, where she studied
alongside Marlon Brando, Bea Arthur, and Harry Belafonte. We accompany
Elaine through her jagged rise to fame, to Hollywood and London, and
across her later years, when she enjoyed a stunning renaissance,
punctuated by a turn on the popular television show 30 Rock. We explore
the inﬂuential—and often fraught—collaborations she developed with Noël
Coward, Tennessee Williams, and above all Stephen Sondheim, as well as
her courageous yet ﬂawed attempts to control a serious drinking problem.
And we see the entertainer triumphing over personal turmoil with the
development of her Tony Award–winning one-woman show, Elaine Stritch
at Liberty, which established her as an emblem of spiky independence and
Manhattan life for an entirely new generation of admirers. In Still Here,
Alexandra Jacobs conveys the full force of Stritch’s sardonic wit and brassy
charm while acknowledging her many dark complexities. Following years of
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meticulous research and interviews, this is a portrait of a powerful,
vulnerable, honest, and humorous ﬁgure who continues to reverberate in
the public consciousness.

My History
A Memoir of Growing Up
Anchor The acclaimed New York Times bestselling author shares vivid
memories of her childhood and recalls the experiences that set her on the
path to a writing life. Ever since she received Our Island Story by H. E.
Marshall as a Christmas present in 1936, Antonia Fraser's deep love of
history has been a constant in her remarkable life. The book made such an
impression that it inspired her to write Mary, Queen of Scots thirty years
later. Born into British aristocracy, the author's idyllic early childhood was
interrupted by a wartime evacuation to North Oxford. The relocation had
profound eﬀects on her life, not the least of which was her education at a
Catholic convent and her eventual conversion from the Protestant faith to
Catholicism. Her memories of holidays spent at Dunsany Castle and
Pakenham Hall, a stint as "Miss Tony" selling hats in a London department
store, and her early days working in publishing are all told in her singular,
irresistible voice. My History is a heartfelt memoir that is also a love letter
to a British way of life that has all but disappeared. Anglophiles, history
lovers, and Downton Abbey fans are sure to be enthralled.

Fierce Invalids Home From Hot
Climates
A Novel
Bantam “As clever and witty a novel as anyone has written in a long time . .
. Robbins takes readers on a wild, delightful ride. . . . A delight from
beginning to end.”—Buﬀalo News Switters is a contradiction for all
seasons: an anarchist who works for the government; a paciﬁst who carries
a gun; a vegetarian who sops up ham gravy; a cyberwhiz who hates
computers; a man who, though obsessed with the preservation of
innocence, is aching to deﬂower his high-school-age stepsister (only to
become equally enamored of a nun ten years his senior). Yet there is
nothing remotely wishy-washy about Switters. He doesn’t merely pack a
pistol. He is a pistol. And as we dog Switters’s strangely elevated heels
across four continents, in and out of love and danger, discovering in the
process the “true” Third Secret of Fatima, we experience Tom
Robbins—that fearless storyteller, spiritual renegade, and verbal break
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dancer—at the top of his game. On one level this is a fast-paced CIA
adventure story with comic overtones; on another it’s a serious novel of
ideas that brings the Big Picture into unexpected focus; but perhaps more
than anything else, Fierce Invalids is a sexy celebration of language and
life. Praise for Fierce Invalids Home From Hot Climates “Superb.”—New
York Post “Dangerous? Wicked? Forbidden? You bet. . . . Pour yourself a
bowl of chips and dig in.”—Daily News, New York “Robbins is a great writer
. . . and deﬁnitely a provocative rascal.”—The Tennessean “Whoever said
truth is stranger than ﬁction never read a Tom Robbins novel. . . Clever,
creative, and witty, Robbins tosses oﬀ impassioned observations like
handfuls of ﬂower petals.”—San Diego Union-Tribune

Focus On: 100 Most Popular
American Musical Theatre Actresses
e-artnow sro

The Ladies' Book of Etiquette, and
Manual of Politeness
A Complete Hand Book for the Use
of the Lady in Polite Society
The Decadent Society
America Before and After the
Pandemic
Avid Reader Press / Simon & Schuster From the New York Times columnist and
bestselling author of Bad Religion, a “clever and stimulating” (The New
York Times Book Review) portrait of how our turbulent age is deﬁned by
dark forces seemingly beyond our control. Today the Western world seems
to be in crisis. But beneath our social media frenzy and reality TV politics,
the deeper reality is one of drift, repetition, and dead ends. The Decadent
Society explains what happens when a rich and powerful society ceases
advancing—how the combination of wealth and technological proﬁciency
with economic stagnation, political stalemates, cultural exhaustion, and
demographic decline creates a strange kind of “sustainable decadence,” a
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civilizational languor that could endure for longer than we think. Ranging
from our grounded space shuttles to our Silicon Valley villains, from our
blandly recycled ﬁlm and television—a new Star Wars saga, another Star
Trek series, the ﬁfth Terminator sequel—to the escapism we’re furiously
chasing through drug use and virtual reality, Ross Douthat argues that
many of today’s discontents and derangements reﬂect a sense of futility
and disappointment—a feeling that the future was not what was promised
and that the paths forward lead only to the grave. In this environment we
fear catastrophe, but in a certain way we also pine for it—because the
alternative is to accept that we are permanently decadent: aging,
comfortable, and stuck, cut oﬀ from the past and no longer conﬁdent in the
future, spurning both memory and ambition while we wait for some saving
innovation or revelations, growing old unhappily together in the glowing
light of tiny screens. “Full of shrewd insights couched in elegant, biting
prose…[this] is a trenchant and stimulating take on latter-day discontents”
(Publishers Weekly, starred review) and an enlightening diagnosis of the
modern condition—how we got here, how long our frustration might last,
and how, whether in renaissance or catastrophe, our decadence might
ultimately end.

Conversations with Cosmo
At Home with an African Grey
Parrot
Sherman Asher Pub In CONVERSATIONS WITH COSMO: AT HOME WITH AN
AFRICAN GREY PARROT, Dr. Betty Jean Craige tells the story of her parrot's
education in the language and culture of her human friends. Cosmo is a
seven-year-old female Congo African Grey Parrot who by the age of six had
learned more than a hundred words and had uttered more than two
hundred diﬀerent phrases, makes up her own phrases, and is still learning.
Craige recounts how Cosmo learned to talk, developed social skills and a
sense of humor, and became an adorable feathery little person, a real
party animal. Cosmo is funny-her ﬁrst joke was "Telephone for bird!"-and
so is Craige. Craige's purpose in writing this very entertaining book is not
only to report and explain her parrot's acquisition of language and it's
cognitive abilities, but also-through Cosmo's story-to awaken readers To
The mental activities of all the animals with whom we humans share space
on our planet. The book has a preface by Irene Pepperberg, author of THE
ALEX STUDIES and ALEX AND ME, and two appendices: a list of "Cosmo's
Utterances" and a list of "Forty-Four Tips for Living with an African Grey"
and an index.
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Think Again
The Power of Knowing What You
Don't Know
Penguin #1 New York Times Bestseller “THIS. This is the right book for right
now. Yes, learning requires focus. But, unlearning and relearning requires
much more—it requires choosing courage over comfort. In Think Again,
Adam Grant weaves together research and storytelling to help us build the
intellectual and emotional muscle we need to stay curious enough about
the world to actually change it. I’ve never felt so hopeful about what I
don’t know.” —Brené Brown, Ph.D., #1 New York Times bestselling author
of Dare to Lead The bestselling author of Give and Take and Originals
examines the critical art of rethinking: learning to question your opinions
and open other people's minds, which can position you for excellence at
work and wisdom in life Intelligence is usually seen as the ability to think
and learn, but in a rapidly changing world, there's another set of cognitive
skills that might matter more: the ability to rethink and unlearn. In our
daily lives, too many of us favor the comfort of conviction over the
discomfort of doubt. We listen to opinions that make us feel good, instead
of ideas that make us think hard. We see disagreement as a threat to our
egos, rather than an opportunity to learn. We surround ourselves with
people who agree with our conclusions, when we should be gravitating
toward those who challenge our thought process. The result is that our
beliefs get brittle long before our bones. We think too much like preachers
defending our sacred beliefs, prosecutors proving the other side wrong,
and politicians campaigning for approval--and too little like scientists
searching for truth. Intelligence is no cure, and it can even be a curse:
being good at thinking can make us worse at rethinking. The brighter we
are, the blinder to our own limitations we can become. Organizational
psychologist Adam Grant is an expert on opening other people's minds-and our own. As Wharton's top-rated professor and the bestselling author
of Originals and Give and Take, he makes it one of his guiding principles to
argue like he's right but listen like he's wrong. With bold ideas and
rigorous evidence, he investigates how we can embrace the joy of being
wrong, bring nuance to charged conversations, and build schools,
workplaces, and communities of lifelong learners. You'll learn how an
international debate champion wins arguments, a Black musician
persuades white supremacists to abandon hate, a vaccine whisperer
convinces concerned parents to immunize their children, and Adam has
coaxed Yankees fans to root for the Red Sox. Think Again reveals that we
don't have to believe everything we think or internalize everything we feel.
It's an invitation to let go of views that are no longer serving us well and
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prize mental ﬂexibility over foolish consistency. If knowledge is power,
knowing what we don't know is wisdom.

It's Nothing, Seriously
Troubador Publishing Ltd It’s Silence, Soundly, It’s Nothing, Seriously and It’s
Absence, Presently, continue The ‘It’ Series published by Matador since
The Book of It (2010). They constitute another stage in an artistic journey
exploring the visual and audial dialectic of mark, word and image that
began over 25 years ago. In their aesthetic form the books are a decentred
trilogy united together in a new concept of The Bibliograph. All three
present this new aesthetic object, which transcends the narrow limits of
the academic bibliography. The alphabetical works also share a tripartite
structure and identical length. The Bibliograph itself is characterised by its
strategic place within each book as a whole as well as by the complex
variations in meaning of the dominant motifs – nothing/ness, absence and
silence – which recur throughout the alphabetical entries that constitute
the elements of each text. It’s Nothing, Seriously, for example, addresses
the amusing paradox that so much continues to be written today about –
nothing! The aleatory character of the entries in the texts encourage the
modern reader to reﬂect on each theme and to read them in a new way.
The reader is invited as well to examine their various inter-textual
relations across given conventional boundaries in the arts and sciences at
several levels of physical, psychical & social reproduction.

Conversations with Emmanuel
Lévinas, 1983-1994
An ardent admirer and student of Emmanuel Levinas during the last
decade of the philosopher's life, Michael de Saint Cheron sat down with his
mentor for these interviews, conducted in 1983, 1992, and 1994.
Throughout, their conversations provide further insight into the key
concepts of responsibility, transcendence, holiness, and the hostage for
understanding Levinas's notion of ethics as ﬁrst philosopher. As Levinas
and Saint Cheron discuss a variety of topics---death and time in the
philosophies of Heidegger and Bergson, eros and the feminine, the JudeoChristian dialogue, Levinas's diﬀerences of thought with Paul Ricoeur,
reﬂections on the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising and the "end of history" with
the fall of Western Communism---we can clearly see Levinas's ceaseless
engagement with the justiﬁcation for living after such horrors as those of
Auschwitz, Hiroshima, Stalinism, Cambodia, or Rwanda. Included here as
well, following the interviews, are several essays in which Saint Cheron
presents his own further considerations of their conversations and
Levinas's ideas. He writes of the relation of the epiphany of the face to the
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idea of holiness; of Sartre and, in particular, that existentialist thinker's
"revision" of Jews and Judaism in his ﬁnal controversial dialogues with
Benny Levy; of the epiphanies of death in Andre Malraux's writings; and of
the radical breach eﬀected in the Western philosophical tradition by
Levinas's "otherwise-than-thinking." Finally, de Saint Cheron pays homage
to Levinas's talmudic readings in an analysis of forgiveness and the
unforgivable in Jewish tradition and liturgy, culminating in an inevitable
confrontation with the Shoah from the perspective of Simon Wiesenthal's
harrowing the Sunﬂower and some of the contemporary reactions to it.
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