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KOREA: THE IMPOSSIBLE COUNTRY
SOUTH KOREA'S AMAZING RISE FROM THE ASHES: THE INSIDE STORY OF AN ECONOMIC, POLITICAL AND
CULTURAL PHENOMENON (REVISED AND EXPANDED)
Long overshadowed by Japan and China, South Korea is a small country that happens to be one of the great national
success stories of the postwar period. From a failed state with no democratic tradition, ruined and partitioned by war,
and sapped by a half-century of colonial rule, South Korea transformed itself in just ﬁfty years into an economic
powerhouse and a democracy that serves as a model for other countries. With no natural resources and a tradition of
authoritarian rule, Korea managed to accomplish a second Asian miracle. The author is a journalist who has lived in
and written about Korea for almost a decade. In this book, he examines Korea's cultural foundations; the Korean
character; the public sphere in politics, business, and the workplace as well as the family, dating, and marriage. In
doing so, he touches on topics as diverse as shamanism, clan-ism, the dilemma posed by North Korea, the myths about
doing business in Korea, the Koreans' renowned hard-partying ethos, and why the infatuation with learning English is
now causing huge social problems.

KOREA: THE IMPOSSIBLE COUNTRY
Tuttle Publishing South Korea's amazing rise from the ashes: the inside story of an economic, political, and cultural
phenomenon Long overshadowed by Japan and China, South Korea is a small country that happens to be one of the
great national success stories of the postwar period. From a failed state with no democratic tradition, ruined and
partitioned by war, and sapped by a half-century of colonial rule, South Korea transformed itself in just ﬁfty years into
an economic powerhouse and a democracy that serves as a model for other countries. With no natural resources and a
tradition of authoritarian rule, Korea managed to accomplish a second Asian miracle. Daniel Tudor is a journalist who
has lived in and written about Korea for almost a decade. In Korea: The Impossible Country, Tudor examines Korea's
cultural foundations; the Korean character; the public sphere in politics, business, and the workplace as well as the
family, dating, and marriage. In doing so, he touches on topics as diverse as shamanism, clan-ism, the dilemma posed
by North Korea, the myths about doing business in Korea, the Koreans' renowned hard-partying ethos, and why the
infatuation with learning English is now causing massive social problems. South Korea has undergone two miracles at
once: economic development and complete democratization. The question now is, will it become as some see Japan, a
prosperous yet aging society, devoid of energy and momentum? Or will the dynamism of Korean society and its
willingness to change—as well as the opportunity it has now to welcome outsiders into its fold—enable it to experience
a third miracle that will propel it into the ranks of the world's leading nations regarding human culture, democracy,
and wealth? More than just one journalist's account, Korea: The Impossible Country also draws on interviews with
many of the people who made South Korea what it is today. These include: Choi Min-sik, the star of "Old Boy." Park
Won-soon, Mayor of Seoul. Soyeon Yi, Korea's ﬁrst astronaut Hong Myung-bo, legendary captain of Korea's 2002 FIFA
World Cup team. Shin Joong-hyun, the 'Godfather of Korean Rock.' Ko Un, poet. Hong Seok-cheon, restaurateur, and
the ﬁrst Korean celebrity to 'come out.' And many more, including a former advisor to President Park Chung-hee; a
Shaman priestess ('mudang'); the boss of Korea's largest matchmaking agency; a 'room salon' hostess; an architect; as
well as chefs, musicians, academics, entrepreneurs, homemakers, and chaebol conglomerate employees.

A GEEK IN KOREA
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DISCOVERING ASIA'S NEW KINGDOM OF COOL
Tuttle Publishing For every fan of K-Pop music, Korean Wave dramas and Kimchi—or anyone intrigued by Korea and
Korean culture—A Geek in Korea is a hip, new guide to the land of the Samsung smartphone and Gangnam Style.
Author Dan Tudor ﬁrst arrived in Korea on the eve of the 2002 World Cup when South Korea played Italy in the ﬁnals.
What he saw inspired him to return and work in Korea. He served as The Economist magazine's Korea correspondent
for three years, and he writes regular columns for the national daily Joongang Ilbo newspaper. Along the way, he has
developed a great love and admiration for Korean culture and the Korean people. A Geek in Korea reinvents the culture
guide for the Internet age. Packed with articles and photographs, it covers all the touchstones of Korean culture—from
Buddhism and Confucianism to chapters on the traditional arts and disciplines like Taekwondo. There are chapters on
cultural code words and norms; personal relationships; business and technology; and symbols and practices that are
peculiarly Korean. A number of chapters are devoted to Korean pop culture, with attention to the stars, idols, and
urban subcultures associated with them. For visitors to Korea, the author includes a mini-guide to his favorite
neighborhoods in Seoul and other places of outstanding interest. Spotlighting the originality and creativity of the
Koreans, debunking myths about them, and answering nagging questions like why they're so obsessed with education
and success—Tudor has created the perfect book for the growing ranks of Koreaphiles in this inspired, insightful, and
highly informative guide.

SAMSUNG RISING
THE INSIDE STORY OF THE SOUTH KOREAN GIANT THAT SET OUT TO BEAT APPLE AND CONQUER TECH
Currency An explosive exposé of Samsung that “reads like a dynastic thriller, rolling through three generations of
family intrigue, embezzlement, bribery, corruption, prostitution, and other bad behavior” (The Wall Street Journal).
LONGLISTED FOR THE FINANCIAL TIMES AND MCKINSEY BUSINESS BOOK OF THE YEAR AWARD Based on years of
reporting on Samsung for The Economist, The Wall Street Journal, and Time, from his base in South Korea, and his
countless sources inside and outside the company, Geoﬀrey Cain oﬀers a penetrating look behind the curtains of the
biggest company nobody in America knows. Seen for decades in tech circles as a fast follower rather than an
innovation leader, Samsung today has grown to become a market leader in the United States and around the globe.
They have captured one quarter of the smartphone market and have been pushing the envelope on every front. Forty
years ago, Samsung was a rickety Korean agricultural conglomerate that produced sugar, paper, and fertilizer, located
in a backward country with a third-world economy. With the rise of the PC revolution, though, Chairman Lee Byungchul began a bold experiment: to make Samsung a major supplier of computer chips. The multimillion- dollar plan was
incredibly risky. But Lee, wowed by a young Steve Jobs, who sat down with the chairman to oﬀer his advice, became
obsessed with creating a tech empire. And in Samsung Rising, we follow Samsung behind the scenes as the company
ﬁghts its way to the top of tech. It is one of Apple’s chief suppliers of technology critical to the iPhone, and its own
Galaxy phone outsells the iPhone. Today, Samsung employs over 300,000 people (compared to Apple’s 80,000 and
Google’s 48,000). The company’s revenues have grown more than forty times from that of 1987 and make up more
than 20 percent of South Korea’s exports. Yet their disastrous recall of the Galaxy Note 7, with numerous reports of
phones spontaneously bursting into ﬂames, reveals the dangers of the company’s headlong attempt to overtake Apple
at any cost. A sweeping insider account, Samsung Rising shows how a determined and fearless Asian competitor has
become a force to be reckoned with.

THE BIRTH OF KOREAN COOL
HOW ONE NATION IS CONQUERING THE WORLD THROUGH POP CULTURE
Simon and Schuster How did a really unhip country suddenly become cool? How could a nation that once banned
miniskirts, long hair on men and rock 'n' roll come to mass produce pop music and a K-pop star that would break the
world record for the most YouTube hits? Who would have predicted that a South Korean company that used to sell ﬁsh
and fruit (Samsung) would one day give Apple a run for its money? And just how does South Korea plan to use pop
culture to beat America at its own game. Welcome to South Korea: The Brand. In The Birth of Korean Cooljournalist
Euny Hong uncovers the roots of the 'Korean Wave': a fanaticism for South Korean pop culture that has enabled them
to make the rest of the world a captive market for their products by ﬁrst becoming the world's number one pop culture
manufacturer. South Korea's economic development has been nothing short of staggering - leapfrogging from thirdworld to ﬁrst-world in just a few years and continuing to grow at a rapid and unprecedented rate - and for the ﬁrst
time The Birth of Korean Coolwill give readers exclusive insight into the inner workings of this extraordinary country;
it's past, present and future.

THE IMPOSSIBLE STATE
NORTH KOREA, PAST AND FUTURE
Harper Collins “A meaty, fast-paced portrait of North Korean society, economy, politics and foreign policy.” -Foreign
Aﬀairs The deﬁnitive account of North Korea, its veiled past and uncertain future, from the former Director for Asian
Aﬀairs at the National Security Council In The Impossible State, seasoned international-policy expert and lauded
scholar Victor Cha pulls back the curtain on this controversial and isolated country, providing the best look yet at
North Korea's history, the rise of the Kim family dynasty, and the obsessive personality cult that empowers them. He
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illuminates the repressive regime's complex economy and culture, its appalling record of human-rights abuses, and its
belligerent relationship with the United States, and analyzes the regime's major security issues—from the seemingly
endless war with its southern neighbor to its frightening nuclear ambitions—all in light of the destabilizing eﬀects of
Kim Jong-il's recent death. How this enigmatic nation-state—one that regularly violates its own citizens' inalienable
rights and has suﬀered famine, global economic sanctions, a collapsed economy, and near total isolation from the rest
of the world—has continued to survive has long been a question that preoccupies the West. Cha reveals a land of
contradictions, one facing a pivotal and disquieting transition of power from tyrannical father to inexperienced son,
and delves into the ideology that leads an oppressed, starving populace to cling so ﬁercely to its failed leadership.
With rare personal anecdotes from the author's time in Pyongyang and his tenure as an adviser in the White House,
this engagingly written, authoritative, and highly accessible history oﬀers much-needed answers to the most pressing
questions about North Korea and ultimately warns of a regime that might be closer to its end than many might
think—a political collapse for which America and its allies may be woefully unprepared.

THE NEW KOREANS
THE STORY OF A NATION
Thomas Dunne Books Just a few decades ago, the Koreans were an impoverished, agricultural people. In one
generation they moved from the ﬁelds to Silicon Valley. The nature and values of the Korean people provide the
background for a more detailed examination of the complex history of the country, in particular its division and its
emergence as an economic superpower. Who are these people? And where does their future lie? In this absorbing and
enlightening account, Michael Breen provides compelling insight into the history and character of this fascinating
nation.

THE NEW KOREA
AN INSIDE LOOK AT SOUTH KOREA'S ECONOMIC RISE
AMACOM Div American Mgmt Assn In 1953, South Korea was rated by the U.N. as the poorest country in the world. Five
decades later, it is the ﬁfteenth largest economy. Now, South Korea’s decisions on how to manage its society and its
role as a modern democracy—while also establishing its policy regarding reuniﬁcation with North Korea—will determine
where the country will go in the next ﬁfty years. The New Korea examines the political, economic, industrial, and
societal aspects of Korea today. Will it continue to enjoy an economic boom through new industries while competing
against low-wage countries like China and India? Will it return to its role as a stomping ground for other powers? And
what should Westerners pay attention to in terms of investment and business opportunities? As South Korea enters
the most critical phase of its journey, it is crucial that we understand the factors involving its decisions and evolution.
The New Korea is a fascinating account of what is and may become the state of this important region.

SOUTH KOREA AT THE CROSSROADS
AUTONOMY AND ALLIANCE IN AN ERA OF RIVAL POWERS
Columbia University Press Against the backdrop of China’s mounting inﬂuence and North Korea’s growing nuclear
capability and expanding missile arsenal, South Korea faces a set of strategic choices that will shape its economic
prospects and national security. In South Korea at the Crossroads, Scott A. Snyder examines the trajectory of ﬁfty
years of South Korean foreign policy and oﬀers predictions—and a prescription—for the future. Pairing a historical
perspective with a shrewd understanding of today’s political landscape, Snyder contends that South Korea’s best
strategy remains investing in a robust alliance with the United States. Snyder begins with South Korea’s eﬀort in the
1960s to oﬀset the risk of abandonment by the United States during the Vietnam War and the subsequent crisis in the
alliance during the 1970s. A series of shifts in South Korean foreign relations followed: the “Nordpolitik” engagement
with the Soviet Union and China at the end of the Cold War; Kim Dae Jung’s “Sunshine Policy,” designed to bring North
Korea into the international community; “trustpolitik,” which sought to foster diplomacy with North Korea and Japan;
and changes in South Korea’s relationship with the United States. Despite its rise as a leader in international ﬁnancial,
development, and climate-change forums, South Korea will likely still require the commitment of the United States to
guarantee its security. Although China is a tempting option, Snyder argues that only the United States is both credible
and capable in this role. South Korea remains vulnerable relative to other regional powers in northeast Asia despite its
rising proﬁle as a middle power, and it must balance the contradiction of desirable autonomy and necessary alliance.

ASK A NORTH KOREAN
DEFECTORS TALK ABOUT THEIR LIVES INSIDE THE WORLD'S MOST SECRETIVE NATION
Tuttle Publishing "In his new book, Ask a North Korean, Daniel Tudor—a former Economist journalist and current
Korean beer entrepreneur— wants people to understand the true lives of everyday North Koreans. Using translated
essays written by defectors, the book covers topics from politics to pornography." — The Boston Globe Understanding
North Korean Through the Eyes of Defectors. The weekly column Ask A North Korean, published by NK News, invites
readers from around the world to pose questions to North Korean defectors. Adapted from the long-running column,
these fascinating interviews provide authentic ﬁrsthand testimonies about life in North Korea and what is really
happening inside the "Hermit Kingdom." North Korean contributors to this book include: "Seong" who went to South
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Korea after dropping out during his ﬁnal year of university. He is now training to be an elementary school teacher.
"Kang" who left North Korea in 2005. He now lives in London, England. "Cheol" who was from South Hamgyeong in
North Korea and is now a second-year university student in Seoul. "Park" worked and studied in Pyongyang before
defecting to the U.S. in 2011. He is now studying at a U.S. college. Ask A North Korean sheds critical light on all
aspects of North Korean politics and society and shows that, even in the world's most authoritarian regime, life goes
on in ways that are very diﬀerent from what outsiders may think.

KOREA'S PLACE IN THE SUN: A MODERN HISTORY (UPDATED EDITION)
W. W. Norton & Company "Passionate, cantankerous, and fascinating. Rather like Korea itself."--Nicholas D. Kristof,
New York Times Book Review Korea has endured a "fractured, shattered twentieth century," and this updated edition
brings Bruce Cumings's leading history of the modern era into the present. The small country, overshadowed in the
imperial era, crammed against great powers during the Cold War, and divided and decimated by the Korean War, has
recently seen the ﬁrst real hints of reuniﬁcation. But positive movements forward are tempered by frustrating steps
backward. In the late 1990s South Korea survived its most severe economic crisis since the Korean War, forcing a
successful restructuring of its political economy. Suﬀering through ﬂoods, droughts, and a famine that cost the lives of
millions of people, North Korea has been labeled part of an "axis of evil" by the George W. Bush administration and has
renewed its nuclear threats. On both sides Korea seems poised to continue its fractured existence on into the new
century, with potential ramiﬁcations for the rest of the world.

NORTH KOREA CONFIDENTIAL
PRIVATE MARKETS, FASHION TRENDS, PRISON CAMPS, DISSENTERS AND DEFECTORS
Tuttle Publishing **Named one of the best books of 2015 by The Economist** Private Markets, Fashion Trends, Prison
Camps, Dissenters and Defectors. North Korea is one of the most troubled societies on earth. The country's 24 million
people live under a violent dictatorship led by a single family, which relentlessly pursues the development of nuclear
arms, which periodically incites risky military clashes with the larger, richer, liberal South, and which forces each and
every person to play a role in the "theater state" even as it pays little more than lip service to the wellbeing of the
overwhelming majority. With this deeply anachronistic system eventually failed in the 1990s, it triggered a famine that
decimated the countryside and obliterated the lives of many hundreds of thousands of people. However, it also
changed life forever for those who survived. A lawless form of marketization came to replace the iron rice bowl of work
in state companies, and the Orwellian mind control of the Korean Workers' Party was replaced for many by dreams of
trade and proﬁt. A new North Korea Society was born from the horrors of the era—one that is more susceptible to
outside information than ever before with the advent of k-pop and video-carrying USB sticks. This is the North Korean
society that is described in this book. In seven fascinating chapters, the authors explore what life is actually like in
modern North Korea today for the ordinary "man and woman on the street." They interview experts and tap a broad
variety of sources to bring a startling new insider's view of North Korean society—from members of Pyongyang's ruling
families to defectors from diﬀerent periods and regions, to diplomats and NGOs with years of experience in the
country, to cross-border traders from neighboring China, and textual accounts appearing in English, Korean and
Chinese sources. The resulting stories reveal the horror as well as the innovation and humor which abound in this
fascinating country.

IF I HAD YOUR FACE
A NOVEL
Ballantine Books A riveting debut novel set in contemporary Seoul, Korea, about four young women making their way
in a world deﬁned by impossible standards of beauty, after-hours room salons catering to wealthy men, ruthless social
hierarchies, and K-pop mania “Powerful and provocative . . . a novel about female strength, spirit, resilience—and the
solace that friendship can sometimes provide.”—The Washington Post NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR
BY Time • NPR • Esquire • Bustle • BBC • New York Post • InStyle Kyuri is an achingly beautiful woman with a hardwon job at a Seoul “room salon,” an exclusive underground bar where she entertains businessmen while they drink.
Though she prides herself on her cold, clear-eyed approach to life, an impulsive mistake threatens her livelihood.
Kyuri’s roommate, Miho, is a talented artist who grew up in an orphanage but won a scholarship to study art in New
York. Returning to Korea after college, she ﬁnds herself in a precarious relationship with the heir to one of the
country’s biggest conglomerates. Down the hall in their building lives Ara, a hairstylist whose two preoccupations
sustain her: an obsession with a boy-band pop star, and a best friend who is saving up for the extreme plastic surgery
that she hopes will change her life. And Wonna, one ﬂoor below, is a newlywed trying to have a baby that she and her
husband have no idea how they can aﬀord to raise in Korea’s brutal economy. Together, their stories tell a gripping
tale at once unfamiliar and unmistakably universal, in which their tentative friendships may turn out to be the thing
that ultimately saves them.

THE REAL NORTH KOREA
LIFE AND POLITICS IN THE FAILED STALINIST UTOPIA
Oxford University Press After providing an accessible history of the nation, the author turns his focus to what North
Korea is, what its leadership thinks and how its people cope with living in such an oppressive and poor place, arguing
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that North Korea is not irrational, but rather a nation that has survived against all odds.

SHRIMP TO WHALE
SOUTH KOREA FROM THE FORGOTTEN WAR TO K-POP
Hurst Publishers South Korea has a remarkable history. Born from the ashes of imperial domination, partition and a
devastating war, back in the 1950s there were real doubts about its survival as an independent state. Yet South Korea
endures: today it is a boisterous democracy, a vibrant market economy, a tech powerhouse, and home to the coolest of
cultures. In just seventy years, this society has grown from a shrimp into a whale. What explains this extraordinary
transformation? For some, it was individual South Koreans who fought to change their country, and still strive to shape
it. For others, it was forward-looking political and business leaders with a vision. Either way, it’s clear that this is the
story of a people who dreamt big, and whose dreams came true. Shrimp to Whale is a lively history of South Korea,
from its millennia-old roots, through the division of the Peninsula, dictatorship and economic growth, to today’s global
powerhouse.

MODERN KOREA: ALL THAT MATTERS
Hodder & Stoughton In no nation on earth has history accelerated with such speed as in Korea. A medieval dynasty at
the end of the 19th century, it underwent a traumatic colonization, then, in its hour of liberation was divided by the
great powers at the end of World War II. Devastated by a fratricidal war, the peninsula has remained divided ever
since. South Korea is the greatest national success story of the 20th century. From the ashes of war, it transformed
itself, against the odds - and against much advice - into an industrial powerhouse and thriving democracy. Now a hightech wonderland, it is undergoing social and cultural transformations that add further layers to its dynamic DNA. North
Korea is an economic, social and political disaster, successful only at totalitarianism. Having transmogriﬁed from a
blood-and-iron communist dictatorship into a bizarre, neo-fascist monarchy, it is a black hole at the heart of Asia.
Engulfed by paranoia, the regime presides over a malnourished populace, a 1.1 million man army and a nuclear
arsenal. From nuclear missiles to Samsung smartphones; from assassins to salarymen; from Kim Il-sung to Psy; this is
the extraordinary story of the ﬂashpoint peninsula that dominates talk in boardrooms and newsrooms. Korea, the
author argues, provides two stark benchmarks for national development: Epic success and catastrophic failure. And its
ﬁnal chapter has yet to be written.

RE-INVENTING AFRICA'S DEVELOPMENT
LINKING AFRICA TO THE KOREAN DEVELOPMENT MODEL
Springer This open access book analyses the development problems of sub-Sahara Africa (SSA) from the eyes of a
Korean diplomat with knowledge of the economic growth Korea has experienced in recent decades. The author argues
that Africa's development challenges are not due to a lack of resources but a lack of management, presenting an
alternative to the traditional view that Africa's problems are caused by a lack of leadership. In exploring an approach
based on mind-set and nation-building, rather than unity – which tends to promote individual or party interests rather
than the broader country or national interests – the author suggests new solutions for SSA's economic growth, inspired
by Korea's successful economic growth model much of which is focused on industrialisation. This book will be of
interest to researchers, policymakers, NGOs and governmental bodies in economics, development and politics studying
Africa's economic development, and Korea's economic growth model.

KOREA: THE IMPOSSIBLE COUNTRY
SOUTH KOREA'S AMAZING RISE FROM THE ASHES: THE INSIDE STORY OF AN ECONOMIC, POLITICAL AND
CULTURAL PHENOMENON
Tuttle Publishing "Daniel Tudor covers all the important issues, yet does not simply tell the more familiar stories, but
looks deeper and wider to give the full story of Korea today." —Martin Uden, Former British Ambassador to South
Korea In just ﬁfty years, South Korea has transformed itself from a failed state, ruined and partitioned by war and
decades of colonial rule, into an economic powerhouse and a democracy that serves as a model for other countries.
How was it able to achieve this with no natural resources and a tradition of authoritarian rule? Who are the Koreans
and how did they accomplish this second Asian miracle? Through a comprehensive exploration of Korean history,
culture and society, and interviews with dozens of experts, celebrated journalist Daniel Tudor seeks answers to these
and many other fascinating questions. In Korea: The Impossible Country, Tudor touches on topics as diverse as
shamanism, clan-ism, the dilemma posed by North Korea, and the growing international appeal of South Korean pop
culture. This new edition has been updated with additional materials on recent events, including the impeachment of
Park Geun-hye and the sinking of the Sewol Ferry. Although South Korea has long been overshadowed by Japan and
China, Korea: The Impossible Country illuminates how this small country is one of the great success stories of the
postwar period.

A THOUSAND MILES TO FREEDOM
MY ESCAPE FROM NORTH KOREA
St. Martin's Press Eunsun Kim was born in North Korea, one of the most secretive and oppressive countries in the
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modern world. As a child Eunsun loved her country...despite her school ﬁeld trips to public executions, daily selfcriticism sessions, and the increasing gnaw of hunger as the country-wide famine escalated. By the time she was
eleven years old, Eunsun's father and grandparents had died of starvation, and Eunsun was in danger of the same.
Finally, her mother decided to escape North Korea with Eunsun and her sister, not knowing that they were embarking
on a journey that would take them nine long years to complete. Before ﬁnally reaching South Korea and freedom,
Eunsun and her family would live homeless, fall into the hands of Chinese human traﬃckers, survive a North Korean
labor camp, and cross the deserts of Mongolia on foot. Now, Eunsun is sharing her remarkable story to give voice to
the tens of millions of North Koreans still suﬀering in silence. Told with grace and courage, her memoir is a riveting
exposé of North Korea's totalitarian regime and, ultimately, a testament to the strength and resilience of the human
spirit.

THE FUTURE OF THE KOREAN PENINSULA
KOREA 2032 AND BEYOND
Routledge This book considers both Koreas - North Korea and South Korea - to examine possible pathways for the
years leading up to 2032 and beyond, thus oﬀering a composite picture of Korea and its strategic relevance in Asia and
the world at large. Through a combined South-North Olympic team and an eﬀort of jointly hosting the Games, Republic
of Korea president Moon Jae-in has marked the year 2032 as special in the future of the Korean Peninsula. Although
the International Olympic Committee (IOC) has expressed scepticism about a combined hosting of the Games, the
expectation in Korea is that this event will underline the shared destiny of the people inhabiting the peninsula and
realign two states still caught in an ideologically fraught civil conﬂict that is one of the last vestiges of the Cold War.
Chapters begin with a brief historical review and analysis of the present, before moving to consider how these will
shape the next decade, drawing comparative and complementary analyses. No matter how contrasting the
contemporary trajectories of both North and South Korea might appear, ‘Korea’ as a singular entity is an old concept
still containing great possibilities. As the ongoing inter-Korean reconciliation process underscores, the futures of North
and South Korea can be found in a complementary singular Korea, which would again represent an important political,
strategic, cultural, and social space in Asia. An evaluation of the future trajectory, social awareness and perception of
the Koreas, this book oﬀers a valuable contribution to the study of North and South Korea and Asian Politics.

OXFORD HANDBOOK OF THE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS OF ASIA
Oxford University Press, USA This handbook examines the theory and practice of international relations in Asia.
Building on an investigation of how various theoretical approaches to international relations can elucidate Asia's
empirical realities, authors examine the foreign relations and policies of major countries or sets of countries.

NORTH KOREA'S HIDDEN REVOLUTION
HOW THE INFORMATION UNDERGROUND IS TRANSFORMING A CLOSED SOCIETY
Yale University Press “A crisp, dramatic examination of how technology and human ingenuity are undermining North
Korea’s secretive dictatorship.”—Kirkus Reviews One of the least understood countries in the world, North Korea has
long been known for its repressive regime. Yet it is far from being an impenetrable black box. Media ﬂows covertly into
the country, and fault lines are appearing in the government’s sealed informational borders. Drawing on deeply
personal interviews with North Korean defectors from all walks of life, ranging from propaganda artists to diplomats,
Jieun Baek tells the story of North Korea’s information underground—the network of citizens who take extraordinary
risks by circulating illicit content such as foreign ﬁlms, television shows, soap operas, books, and encyclopedias. By
fostering an awareness of life outside North Korea and enhancing cultural knowledge, the materials these citizens
disseminate are aﬀecting the social and political consciousness of a people, as well as their everyday lives. “A ﬁne
primer on the country, based on extensive interviews with defectors.”—Times Literary Supplement “A fascinating
book.”—The New York Times “[A] timely and cogent book.”—Los Angeles Review of Books “A fascinating and
intelligent overview of the ways that information is liberating North Koreans’ minds.”—Robert S. Boynton, author of
The Invitation-Only Zone: The True Story of North Korea's Abduction Project “A fascinating, important, and vivid
account of how unoﬃcial information is increasingly seeping into the North and chipping away at the regime’s
myths—and hence its control of North Korean society.”—Sue Mi Terry, former CIA analyst and senior research scholar
at the Weatherhead East Asia Institute, Columbia University

THE PARK CHUNG HEE ERA
THE TRANSFORMATION OF SOUTH KOREA
Harvard University Press In 1961 South Korea was mired in poverty. By 1979 it had a powerful industrial economy and
a vibrant civil society in the making, which would lead to a democratic breakthrough eight years later. The
transformation took place during the years of Park Chung Hee's presidency. Park seized power in a coup in 1961 and
ruled as a virtual dictator until his assassination in October 1979. He is credited with modernizing South Korea, but at
a huge political and social cost. South Korea's political landscape under Park deﬁes easy categorization. The state was
predatory yet technocratic, reform-minded yet quick to crack down on dissidents in the name of political order. The
nation was balanced uneasily between opposition forces calling for democratic reforms and the Park government's
obsession with economic growth. The chaebol (a powerful conglomerate of multinationals based in South Korea)
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received massive government support to pioneer new growth industries, even as a nationwide campaign of economic
shock therapy-interest hikes, devaluation, and wage cuts-met strong public resistance and caused considerable
hardship. This landmark volume examines South Korea's era of development as a study in the complex politics of
modernization. Drawing on an extraordinary range of sources in both English and Korean, these essays recover and
contextualize many of the ambiguities in South Korea's trajectory from poverty to a sustainable high rate of economic
growth.

THE JAPAN–SOUTH KOREA IDENTITY CLASH
EAST ASIAN SECURITY AND THE UNITED STATES
Columbia University Press Japan and South Korea are Western-style democracies with open-market economies
committed to the rule of law. They are also U.S. allies. Yet despite their shared interests, shared values, and
geographic proximity, divergent national identities have driven a wedge between them. Drawing on decades of
expertise, Brad Glosserman and Scott A. Snyder investigate the roots of this split and its ongoing threat to the region
and the world. Glosserman and Snyder isolate competing notions of national identity as the main obstacle to a
productive partnership between Japan and South Korea. Through public opinion data, interviews, and years of
observation, they show how fundamentally incompatible, rapidly changing conceptions of national identity in Japan
and South Korea—and not struggles over power or structural issues—have complicated territorial claims and
international policy. Despite changes in the governments of both countries and concerted eﬀorts by leading political
ﬁgures to encourage U.S.–ROK–Japan security cooperation, the Japan–South Korea relationship continues to be hobbled
by history and its deep imprint on ideas of national identity. This book recommends bold, policy-oriented prescriptions
for overcoming problems in Japan–South Korea relations and facilitating trilateral cooperation among these three
Northeast Asian allies, recognizing the power of the public on issues of foreign policy, international relations, and the
prospects for peace in Asia.

KIM JIYOUNG, BORN 1982: A NOVEL
Liveright Publishing A New York Times Editors Choice Selection A global sensation, Kim Jiyoung, Born 1982 “has
become...a touchstone for a conversation around feminism and gender” (Sarah Shin, Guardian). One of the most
notable novels of the year, hailed by both critics and K-pop stars alike, Kim Jiyoung, Born 1982 follows one woman’s
psychic deterioration in the face of rampant misogyny. In a tidy apartment on the outskirts of Seoul, millennial
“everywoman” Kim Jiyoung spends her days caring for her infant daughter. But strange symptoms appear: Jiyoung
begins to impersonate the voices of other women, dead and alive. As she plunges deeper into this psychosis, her
concerned husband sends her to a psychiatrist. Jiyoung narrates her story to this doctor—from her birth to parents
who expected a son to elementary school teachers who policed girls’ outﬁts to male coworkers who installed hidden
cameras in women’s restrooms. But can her psychiatrist cure her, or even discover what truly ails her? “A social
treatise as well as a work of art” (Alexandra Alter, New York Times), Kim Jiyoung, Born 1982 heralds the arrival of
international powerhouse Cho Nam-Joo.

KOREA IMPOSSIBLE TO POSSIBLE
NATIONAL GROWTH SEEN FROM ABROAD
길잡이미디어 The 60th Anniversary of the Republic of Korea, 1948-2008 A collection of internationally-renowned authors
writing about Korea's development over the past 60 years. The history of human beings has been based on diﬀerent
people's encounters and conversations. Exchanges between diﬀerent people enriched cultures and developed
civilization worldwide. Korea has long cultivated rich and peaceful relations with other countries, awarding itself the
nickname the Land of the Morning Calm. The early 20th century, however, shattered the peaceful culture of Korea.
Japan's imperialist occupation of the Korean peninsula tortured our people and left wounds on our history. Even after
Korea’s liberation in 1945, the country’s recovery process from the destruction of its culture and institutions was long
and painful. Still worse, only ﬁve years after liberation from Japan, the country suﬀered the heartbreak of the Korean
War, which left the peninsula divided into north and south. The state of war persists even through today. In the ashes
of the war, Korea completely recreated itself to overcome its tortured history. The nation ran forward, through political
whirlwinds and economic slumps. The unprecedented miracle of the Han River led to economic development and
industrialization. Many Korean people sacriﬁced their lives to usher in an era of democracy. In the 21st century,
Korean people have been charged with the mission to continue to move ahead. Our neighbors ask us to contribute to
world peace and prosperity through dialogue and exchange. Korea's development is largely attributable to learning
from the experience of other countries. Now, it is high time that we pay back what we owe our allies. "Korea:
Impossible to Possible," a collection of well-known international authors writing about Korea's development over the
past 60 years, is part of the Korean government's eﬀorts to listen to outside perceptions and opinions about my
country. Through their contributions, I’ve seen that these authors haven’t shied away from using tough words when
they felt it necessary to describe Korea’s development. This is something that I appreciated very much. Third-party
perspectives oftentimes help us to recognize overlooked details. We will sincerely listen to the authors’valuable advice
contained herein and try harder to open up Korean society to the outside world. I believe the authors could not wholly
express all their thoughts about Korea in the limited space provided. However, this book will work as an initiative. We
hope to see Korea approaching a wider range of its neighbors in the near future. The Changing Face of the Republic of
Korea The Republic at Sixty Advantages of Adversity A Changing Society Education, Culture and the Arts International
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Relations North and South, 60 Years On

A BRIEF HISTORY OF KOREA
ISOLATION, WAR, DESPOTISM AND REVIVAL: THE FASCINATING STORY OF A RESILIENT BUT DIVIDED PEOPLE
Tuttle Publishing Exploring Korean history from its ancient roots to the present day, A Brief History of Korea is the
story of a people with a rich and united culture that has become two Koreas in modern times--one isolated and
secretive and the other among the world's most successful economies. Korean culture developed on a 600-mile-long
peninsula, bordered on the north by mountains and three sides by the sea, set apart from the Asian mainland. Korea
was one of the last countries in Asia to be visited by Westerners and its borders have remained largely unchanged
since it was uniﬁed in the seventh century. Though it is one of the world's oldest and most ethnically homogeneous
states, Korea was not born in a vacuum. Geographically isolated, the country was heavily inﬂuenced by powerful China
and was often used as a bridge to the mainland by Japan. Calling themselves as "a shrimp among whales," Koreans
borrowed elements of government, culture and religion all the while ﬁercely ﬁghting to maintain independence from
powerful neighbors. This fascinating book tells the story of Korean domestic dynasties, empires and states, as well as
foreign conquest, occupation and division. Today, the two Koreas are starkly diﬀerent--North Korea a nation closed to
the world and South Korea an economic powerhouse and center of Asian democracy. Chronicling signiﬁcant events
right up through 2018's Singapore Summit, author Michael J. Seth presents a relevant, interesting and important
history of Korea within a larger global context. Korea's history is a turbulent one, but ultimately the story of a
resistant and resourceful people in search of lasting peace.

WHEN MY NAME WAS KEOKO
Univ. of Queensland Press A heartwarming tale of courage, resilience and hope from master storyteller and winner of
the prestigious Newbery Medal, Linda Sue Park. When her name was Keoko, Japan owned Korea, and Japanese soldiers
ordered people around, telling them what they could do or say, even what sort of ﬂowers they could grow. When her
name was Keoko, World War II came to Korea, and her friends and relatives had to work and ﬁght for Japan. When her
name was Keoko, she never forgot her name was actually Kim Sun-hee. And no matter what she was called, she was
Korean. Not Japanese. Inspired by true-life events, this amazing story reveals what happens when your culture,
country and identity are threatened.

CONFRONTING SECURITY CHALLENGES ON THE KOREAN PENINSULA
Military Bookshop Edited by Bruse E. Bechtol, Jr. Provides papers from a symposium that was held on September 1,
2010. Sponsors were the Marine Corps University, the Korea Economic Institute, and the Marine Corps University
Foundation.

UNDER THE BLACK UMBRELLA
VOICES FROM COLONIAL KOREA, 1910–1945
Cornell University Press In the rich and varied life stories in Under the Black Umbrella, elderly Koreans recall incidents
that illustrate the complexities of Korea during the colonial period. Hildi Kang here reinvigorates a period of Korean
history long shrouded in the silence of those who endured under the "black umbrella" of Japanese colonial rule.
Existing descriptions of the colonial period tend to focus on extremes: imperial repression and national resistance,
Japanese subjugation and Korean suﬀering, Korean backwardness and Japanese progress. "Most people," Kang says,
"have read or heard only the horror stories which, although true, tell only a small segment of colonial life." The varied
accounts in Under the Black Umbrella reveal a truth that is both more ambiguous and more human—the small-scale,
mundane realities of life in colonial Korea. Accessible and attractive narratives, linked by brief historical overviews,
provide a large and fully textured view of Korea under Japanese rule. Looking past racial hatred and repression, Kang
reveals small acts of resistance carried out by Koreans, as well as gestures of fairness by Japanese colonizers.
Impressive for the history it recovers and preserves, Under the Black Umbrella is a candid, human account of a
complicated time in a contested place.

THE IMPOSSIBLE STATE, UPDATED EDITION
NORTH KOREA, PAST AND FUTURE
HarperCollins In The Impossible State, seasoned international-policy expert and lauded scholar Victor Cha pulls back
the curtain on provocative, isolationist North Korea, providing our best look yet at its history and the rise of the Kim
family dynasty and the obsessive personality cult that empowers them. Cha illuminates the repressive regime’s
complex economy and culture, its appalling record of human rights abuses, and its belligerent relationship with the
United States, and analyzes the regime’s major security issues—from the seemingly endless war with its southern
neighbor to its frightening nuclear ambitions—all in light of the destabilizing eﬀects of Kim Jong-il’s death and the
transition of power to his unpredictable heir. Ultimately, this engagingly written, authoritative, and highly accessible
history warns of a regime that might be closer to its end than many might think—a political collapse for which America
and its allies may be woefully unprepared.

8

Korea The Impossible Country South Koreas Amazing Rise From The Ashes The Inside Story Of An Economic Political And
Cultural Phenomenon

26-09-2022

key=From Korea The Impossible Country South Koreas Amazing Rise From The Ashes The Inside Story Of An Economic Political And Cultural Phenomenon

9

SOUTH KOREA
A COUNTRY STUDY
Library of Congress Understand a particular foreign country through dynamic descriptions and analyses of its
historical, social, environmental, economic, governmental, political, and national security systems and institutions.
Particular attention is devoted to the people who make up the society, their origins, beliefs, interests, and their
attitudes towards their social system and political order. Each study is written by a multidisciplinary team of social
scientists. This series is a recognized standard in the ﬁeld.

OCEANIC HISTORIES
Cambridge University Press Oceanic Histories is the ﬁrst comprehensive account of world history focused not on the
land but viewed through the 70% of the Earth's surface covered by water. Leading historians trace the history of the
Indian, Paciﬁc, and Atlantic Oceans and seas, from the Arctic and the Baltic to the South China Sea and the Sea of
Japan/Korea's East Sea, over the longue dure. Individual chapters trace the histories and the historiographies of the
various oceanic regions, with special attention given to the histories of circulation and particularity, the links between
human and non-human history and the connections and comparisons between parts of the World Ocean. Showcasing
oceanic history as a ﬁeld with a long past and a vibrant future, these authoritative surveys, original arguments and
guides to research make this volume an indispensable resource for students and scholars alike.

THE KOREAN MIND
UNDERSTANDING CONTEMPORARY KOREAN CULTURE
Tuttle Publishing Understanding a people and their culture through code words and language. Today, South Korea is
an economic, technological and entertainment superpower. How, as a country, did they rebound from war, poverty and
political unrest? And how can that success be replicated in other cultures? The answers can, in fact, be found by
understanding Korean customs, values and beliefs. Author Boye Lafayette De Mente identiﬁes the unique qualities that
comprise the Korean identity and articulates their modern expressions of Korean culture and history in this book.
Organized alphabetically by topic, De Mente explains the critical cultural code words that make Korea the country it is
today. Anyone interested in Korean etiquette, whether for travel or work, will discover that their meanings extend far
beyond superﬁcial English translations to deeper interpretations. Cultural code words include: Aboji, Ah-boh-jee — The
"Father Culture" Anae, Ah-negh — Wives: The Inside People Han Yak, Hahn Yahk — The Herbal Way to Health Innae,
Een-nay — A Culture of Enduring Katun Sosuy Pap, Kaht-unn Soh-suut Pahp — Eating from the Same Rice Bowl And
over 200 more… This in-depth discussion covers the concepts and principles that are integral to the Korean way of life
and provides all the Korean history and insight necessary for those readers eager to learn the secrets of this resilient
and burgeoning, yet little-understood nation.

HISTORY OF KOREA
A CAPTIVATING GUIDE TO KOREAN HISTORY, INCLUDING EVENTS SUCH AS THE MONGOL INVASIONS, THE
SPLIT INTO NORTH AND SOUTH, AND THE KOREAN WAR
The Korean Peninsula today is divided into two, but there was a time when this peninsula was divided into many
states. Over the course of time, and besieged by expansive transient dynasties outside of this modest piece of land,
many clans and tribes overran their lands.

THE COMFORT WOMEN
SEXUAL VIOLENCE AND POSTCOLONIAL MEMORY IN KOREA AND JAPAN
University of Chicago Press In an era marked by atrocities perpetrated on a grand scale, the tragedy of the so-called
comfort women—mostly Korean women forced into prostitution by the Japanese army—endures as one of the darkest
events of World War II. These women have usually been labeled victims of a war crime, a simplistic view that makes it
easy to pin blame on the policies of imperial Japan and therefore easier to consign the episode to a war-torn past. In
this revelatory study, C. Sarah Soh provocatively disputes this master narrative. Soh reveals that the forces of
Japanese colonialism and Korean patriarchy together shaped the fate of Korean comfort women—a double bind made
strikingly apparent in the cases of women cast into sexual slavery after ﬂeeing abuse at home. Other victims were
press-ganged into prostitution, sometimes with the help of Korean procurers. Drawing on historical research and
interviews with survivors, Soh tells the stories of these women from girlhood through their subjugation and beyond to
their eﬀorts to overcome the traumas of their past. Finally, Soh examines the array of factors— from South Korean
nationalist politics to the aims of the international women’s human rights movement—that have contributed to the
incomplete view of the tragedy that still dominates today.

TRANSFORMATIONS IN TWENTIETH CENTURY KOREA
Routledge This edited collection traces the social, economic, political, and cultural dimensions of Korea’s dramatic
transformation since the late nineteenth century. Taking an interdisciplinary approach, the chapters examine the
internal and external forces which facilitated the transition towards industrial capitalism in Korea, the consequences
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and impact of social change, and the ways in which Korean tradition continues to inform and inﬂuence contemporary
South Korean society. Transformations in Twentieth Century Korea employs a thematic structure to discuss the
interrelated elements of Korea’s modernization within agriculture, business and the economy, the state, ideology and
culture, and gender and the family. The essays in this volume encompass the Choson dynasty, the colonial period, and
postcolonial Korea. Collectively, they provide us with an original and innovative approach to the study of modern
Korea, and show how knowledge of the country’s past is critical to understanding contemporary Korean society. With
contributions from a number of prominent international scholars within sociology, economics, history, and political
science, Transformations in Twentieth Century Korea incorporates a global framework of historical narrative, ideology
and culture, and statistical and economic analysis to further our understanding of Korea’s evolution towards
modernity.

KOREA: WHERE THE AMERICAN CENTURY BEGAN
ONEWorld Publications Why the Korean peninsula has become the nuclear ﬂashpoint it is today, and how the 1950-3
war marked the beginning of the American century

THE EXPERIENCE OF DEMOCRACY AND BUREAUCRACY IN SOUTH KOREA
Emerald Group Publishing This title explores ways in which bureaucracy may not only be compatible with democracy
but, more ambitiously, the conditions under which it can enhance it, examining the systems and institutions of the
Korean bureaucracy: the National Election Commission, the police force, local government, the ceiling recruitment
strategy, and procurement policy.

BROTHERS AT WAR: THE UNENDING CONFLICT IN KOREA
W. W. Norton & Company A comprehensive history of the Korean War explains how it started and why it still has not
technically ended, and describes how North Korea continues to stockpile weapons while its people go without the basic
necessities of life.
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