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Stephen and Matilda's Civil War
Cousins of Anarchy
Pen and Sword History The Anarchy was the ﬁrst civil war in post-Conquest
England, enduring throughout the reign of King Stephen between 1135 and
1154. It ultimately brought about the end of the Norman dynasty and the
birth of the mighty Plantagenet kings. When Henry I died having lost his
only legitimate son in a shipwreck, he had caused all of his barons to swear
to recognize his daughter Matilda, widow of the Holy Roman Emperor, as
his heir and remarried her to Geoﬀrey, Count of Anjou. When she was slow
to move to England on her father's death, Henry's favourite nephew
Stephen of Blois rushed to have himself crowned, much as Henry himself
had done on the death of his brother William Rufus. Supported by his
brother Henry, Bishop of Winchester, Stephen made a promising start, but
Matilda would not give up her birthright and tried to hold the English
barons to their oaths. The result was more than a decade of civil war that
saw England split apart. Empress Matilda is often remembered as aloof and
high-handed, Stephen as ineﬀective and indecisive. By following both sides
of the dispute and seeking to understand their actions and motivations,
Matthew Lewis aims to reach a more rounded understanding of this crucial
period of English history and asks to what extent there really was anarchy.
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King Stephen and The Anarchy
Civil War and Military Tactics in
Twelfth-Century Britain
Pen and Sword The Anarchy, the protracted struggle between Stephen of
Blois and the Empress Matilda for the English crown between 1135 and
1154, is often seen as a disastrous breakdown in one of the best-governed
kingdoms of medieval Europe. But perhaps the impact of the conﬂict has
been overstated, and its eﬀect on the common people across the country is
hard to judge. That is why Chris Peerss fresh study of this fascinating and
controversial era is of such value. He describes each phase of this civil war,
in particular the castles and sieges that dominated strategic thinking, and
he sets the ﬁghting in the context of the changing tactics and military
systems of the twelfth century. His fresh account of this pivotal episode in
the medieval history of England will be absorbing reading anyone who is
keen to gain an insight into this period of English history and has a special
interest in the practice of medieval warfare.

Stephen and Matilda's Civil War
Cousins of Anarchy
Pen and Sword The story of the twelfth-century rivalry for the throne
between the daughter and the nephew of Henry I—a battle that tore
England apart for over a decade. The Anarchy was the ﬁrst civil war in
post-Conquest England, enduring throughout the reign of King Stephen
between 1135 and 1154. It ultimately brought about the end of the Norman
dynasty and the birth of the mighty Plantagenet kings. When Henry I died
having lost his only legitimate son in a shipwreck, his barons had sworn to
recognize his daughter Matilda, widow of the Holy Roman Emperor, as his
heir, and remarried her to Geoﬀrey, Count of Anjou. But when she was slow
to move to England upon her father’s death, Henry’s favorite nephew,
Stephen of Blois, rushed to have himself crowned, much as Henry himself
had done on the death of his brother William Rufus. Supported by his
brother Henry, Bishop of Winchester, Stephen made a promising start, but
Matilda would not give up her birthright and tried to hold the English
barons to their oaths. The result was more than a decade of civil war that
saw England split apart. Empress Matilda is often remembered as aloof and
high-handed, Stephen as ineﬀective and indecisive. By following both sides
of the dispute and seeking to understand their actions and motivations,
Matthew Lewis aims to reach a more rounded understanding of this crucial
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period of English history—and ask to what extent there really was anarchy.

Stephen and Matilda
The Civil War of 1139-53
An account of the civil war that dominated Stephen's reign which suggests
that there were really two separate wars: the war for Matilda's succession,
which began in 1139 and ended in 1148, and the war for Henry's
succession. Both wars are examined in detail through the various
campaigns giving insight into the horrors of twelfth-century war.

Stephen (Penguin Monarchs)
The Reign of Anarchy
Penguin UK Known as 'the anarchy', the reign of Stephen (1135-1141) saw
England plunged into a civil war that illuminated the fatal ﬂaw in the
powerful Norman monarchy, that without clear rules ordering succession,
conﬂict between members of William the Conqueror's family were
inevitable. But there was another problem, too: Stephen himself. With the
nobility of England and Normandy anxious about the prospect of a world
without the tough love of the old king Henry I, Stephen styled himself a
political panacea, promising strength without oppression. As external
threats and internal resistance to his rule accumulated, it was a promise he
was unable to keep. Unable to transcend his ﬂawed claim to the throne,
and to make the transition from nobleman to king, Stephen's actions
betrayed uneasiness in his role, his royal voice never quite ringing true.
The resulting violence that spread throughout England was not, or not
only, the work of bloodthirsty men on the make. As Watkins shows in this
resonant new portrait, it arose because great men struggled to navigate a
new and turbulent kind of politics that arose when the king was in eclipse.

Stephen and Matilda
The Civil War of 1139-53
The History Press Stephen's reign was one of the darkest periods of English
history. He had promised Henry I that he would support the king's
daughter, Matilda, as the rightful heir to the English throne, but when
Henry dies in December 1135 he broke his promise and quickly made
himself king. Like many of the nobles, he was unwilling to yield the crown
to a woman. Civil wars and the battle for the English Crown dominated his
reign, and this fascinating book examines the conﬂict between Stephen
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and his cousin. The campaigns, battles and sieges of England's ﬁrst civil
war are explored, including the two major battles at the Standard adn
Lincoln, which show that Stephen always held more ground than his
opponents and was mostly on the oﬀensive. The two sides ﬁnally reached a
compromise, after 14 years, with the Treaty of Wallingford - Stephen would
rule unopposed until his death but the throne would then pass to Henry of
Anjou, Matilda's son. Full of colourful characters, this is a fascinating story
of rivalry for the English throne which throws new light on a neglected
aspect of Stephen's reign.

The Anarchy of King Stephen's
Reign
Clarendon Press The reign of King Stephen (1135-54) is famous as a period
of weak government, as Stephen and his rival the Empress Matilda
contended for power. This is a study of medieval kingship at its most
vulnerable. It also shows how individuals and institutions enabled the
monarchy to survive. A contemporary chronicler described the reign as
"nineteen long winters in which Christ and his saints were asleep".
Historians today refer to it simply as 'the Anarchy'. The weakness of
government was the result of a disputed succession. Stephen lost control
over Normandy, the Welsh marches, and much of the North.
Contemporaries noted as signs of weakness the tyranny of the lords of
castles, and the break-down of coinage. Stephen remained king for his
lifetime, but leading churchmen and laymen negotiated a settlement
whereby the crown passed to the Empress's son the future Henry II. This
volume by leading scholars gives an original and up-to-date analysis of
these major themes, and explains how the English monarchy was able to
survive the Anarchy of King Stephen's reign.

The Reign of King Stephen
1135-1154
Routledge At last: an authoritative, up to date account of the troubled
reign of King Stephen, by a leading scholar of the Anglo-Norman world.
David Crouch covers every aspect of the period - the king and the empress,
the aristocracy, the Church, government and the nation at large. He also
looks at the wider dimensions of the story, in Scotland, Wales, Normandy
and elsewhere. The result (weaving its discussions around a vigorous
narrative core) is a a work of major scholarship. A must for specialist and
amateur medievalists alike.
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The Anarchy: War and Status in
12th-Century Landscapes of
Conﬂict
Oxford University Press The turbulent reign of Stephen, King of England
(1135-54), has been styled since the late 19th century as 'the Anarchy',
although the extent of political breakdown during the period has since
been vigorously debated. Rebellion and bitter civil war characterised
Stephen's protracted struggle with rival claimant Empress Matilda and her
Angevin supporters over 'nineteen long winters' when, according to the
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, 'Christ and his Saints slept'. Drawing on new
research and ﬁeldwork, this innovative volume oﬀers the ﬁrst ever
overview and synthesis of the archaeological and material record for this
controversial period. It presents and interrogates many diﬀerent types of
evidence at a variety of scales, ranging from nationwide mapping of
historical events through to conﬂict landscapes of battleﬁelds and sieges.
The volume considers archaeological sites such as castles and other
fortiﬁcations, churches, monasteries, bishops' palaces and urban and rural
settlements, alongside material culture including coins, pottery, seals and
arms and armour. This approach not only augments but also challenges
historical narratives, questioning the 'real' impact of Stephen's troubled
reign on society, settlement, church and the landscape, and opens up new
perspectives on the conduct of Anglo-Norman warfare

The Medieval Anarchy: History in an
Hour
HarperCollins UK Love history? Know your stuﬀ with History in an Hour.

When Christ and His Saints Slept
A Novel
Henry Holt and Company In When Christ and His Saints Slept master
storyteller and historian Sharon Kay Penman illuminates one of the lesserknown but fascinating periods of English history. The next addition in this
highly acclaimed historical ﬁction series of the middle ages, and the ﬁrst of
a trilogy that will tell the story of Henry II and Eleanor of Aquitaine. When
Christ and His Saints Slept begins with the death of King Henry I, son of
William the Conqueror and father of Maude, his only living legitimate
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oﬀspring.

The Anarchy
The Darkest Days of Medieval
England
Amberley Publishing Limited The bitter civil war for the English throne,
which drew in Scotland and Normandy, when a princess's rightful throne
was seized by her male cousin, and plunged England into 'the Anarchy'.

Henry I (Penguin Monarchs)
The Father of His People
Penguin UK 'To be a medieval king was a job of work ... This was a man
who knew how to run a complex organization. He was England's CEO' The
youngest of William the Conqueror's sons, Henry I came to unchallenged
power only after two of his brothers died in strange hunting accidents and
he had imprisoned the other. He was destined to become one of the
greatest of all medieval monarchs, both through his own ruthlessness, and
through his dynastic legacy. Edmund King's engrossing portrait shows a
strikingly charismatic, intelligent and fortunate man, whose rule was
looked back on as the real post-conquest founding of England as a new
realm: wealthy, stable, bureaucratised and self-conﬁdent.

The Earl, the Kings, and the
Chronicler
Robert Earl of Gloucester and the
Reigns of Henry I and Stephen
Oxford University Press The Earl, The Kings, And The Chronicler is the ﬁrst
full length biography of Robert (c.1088-1147), grandson of William the
Conqueror and eldest son of King Henry I of England (1100-35), who could
not succeed his father because he was a bastard. Instead, as the earl of
Gloucester, he helped change the course of English history by keeping
alive the prospects for an Angevin succession through his leadership of its
supporters against his father's successor, King Stephen (1135-54) in the
civil war known as the Anarchy. Robert of Gloucester is one of the great
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ﬁgures of Anglo-Norman history (1066-1154). He occupies important niches
in the era's literature, from comprehensive political studies of Henry I's
and Stephen's reigns and an array of specialized ﬁelds to the 'Brother
Cadfael' novels of Ellis Peters. Gloucester was one of only three landed
super-magnates of his day, a model post-Conquest great baron, Marcher
lord, borough developer, and patron of the rising merchant class. His transChannel barony stretched from western Lower Normandy across England to
south Wales. Robert was both a product and a signiﬁcant agent of the
contemporary cultural revival known as the Renaissance of the Twelfth
Century, being bi-lingual, well educated, and a signiﬁcant literary patron.
In this last role he is especially notable for commissioning the greatest
English historian since Bede, William of Malmesbury, to produce a history
of their times which justiﬁed the empress Matilda's claim to the English
throne and Earl Robert's support of it.

King Stephen
Yale University Press This compelling new biography provides the most
authoritative picture yet of King Stephen, whose reign (1135-1154), with
its "nineteen long winters" of civil war, made his name synonymous with
failed leadership. After years of work on the sources, Edmund King shows
with rare clarity the strengths and weaknesses of the monarch. Keeping
Stephen at the forefront of his account, the author also chronicles the
activities of key family members and associates whose loyal support
sustained Stephen's kingship. In 1135 the popular Stephen was elected
king against the claims of the empress Matilda and her sons. But by 1153,
Stephen had lost control over Normandy and other important regions,
England had lost prestige, and the weakened king was forced to cede his
family's right to succession. A rich narrative covering the drama of a
tumultuous reign, this book focuses well-deserved attention on a king who
lost control of his destiny.

Matilda
Yale University Press A life of Matilda--empress, skilled military leader, and
one of the greatest ﬁgures of the English Middle Ages Matilda was a
daughter, wife, and mother. But she was also empress, heir to the English
crown--the ﬁrst woman ever to hold the position--and an able military
general. This new biography explores Matilda's achievements as military
and political leader, and sets her life and career in full context. Catherine
Hanley provides fresh insight into Matilda's campaign to claim the title of
queen, her approach to allied kingdoms and rival rulers, and her role in the
succession crisis. Hanley highlights how Matilda fought for the throne, and
argues that although she never sat on it herself her reward was to see her
son become king. Extraordinarily, her line has continued through every
single monarch of England or Britain from that time to the present day.
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The Battle of Lincoln, 1141
Bretwalda Books The Siege of Lincoln was an event that marked a turning
point in the Wars of Anarchy during the reign of King Stephen. A civil war
between King Stephen and his rival Empress Matilda broke out in 1136. By
1141 England had fallen into near anarchy with nobles using the unrest to
pursue local feuds, slaughter rivals and pillage each other's land. This book
presents the reasons for and the course of the war, with detailed analysis
of weapons, tactics and strategies.

The Anarchy
The History and Legacy of the Civil
War in England and Normandy
During the 12th Century
*Includes pictures *Includes a bibliography for further reading "We,
conquered by William, have liberated the Conqueror's land." So reads the
memorial to the British war dead at Bayeaux, Normandy. Commemorating
those who gave their lives to free France in 1944, it also serves to remind
us of an earlier conﬂict. For the English, the Norman conquest remains
deeply embedded in the national psyche. As the last contested military
invasion to have succeeded in conquering this proud island nation, the
date of 1066 is the one every citizen can remember. For them, William will
forever be the "Conqueror", the last invader to beat them in an open ﬁght.
For others, notably the French, he is the "Bastard", a reference not only to
his lineage. William's conquest of the island arguably made him the most
important ﬁgure in shaping the course of English history, but modern
caricatures of this vitally important medieval ﬁgure are largely based on
ignorance. William is a fascinating and complex ﬁgure, in many ways the
quintessential warrior king of this period. Inheriting the Duchy of
Normandy while still an infant and forced to ﬁght for his domain almost
ceaselessly during his early years, William went on to conquer and rule
England, ﬁve times larger and three times wealthier. In doing so, he
demonstrated sophisticated political and diplomatic skill, military prowess
and administrative acumen. Although he lived by the sword, he was a
devout man who had only one wife, to whom he remained faithful. William
is one of history's most famous conquerors, but the eﬀorts to consolidate
his rule in England were complicated from the start, both due to external
enemies and those jockeying for his position while he was still alive.
William ultimately decided to split Normandy and England. His son Robert,
still in open revolt, would nonetheless inherit Normandy, while the next in
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line, his second son William, would rule England. The two states that
William left behind were hardly united or at peace. Soon after his death,
Odo conspired with Robert to oust his brother from the English throne and
re-establish a united state, but the revolt failed, and King William "Rufus"
II would rule England until his suspicious death in 1100. His younger
brother Henry inherited the throne, and in 1106 he imprisoned Robert after
their sibling battle at Tinchebray had achieved unity once more, but any
political unity would not last long. Today, "The Anarchy" is used to describe
the period in English history from the death of Henry I in 1135 to the
Treaty of Winchester signed by King Stephen and his successor Henry II in
1153. Despite the name, it was an episode of civil war rather than of
lawlessness and is interesting for a number of reasons, not the least of
which is that it was the ﬁrst time in English history that a woman claimed
the throne of England in her own right. It occurred after the death of the
last Norman king of England and laid the grounds for a distinctively English
monarchy as opposed to a Norman colony. This bloody era provides a
fascinating glimpse into the lives, characters, and power struggles of the
Norman-French nobility who had conquered England less than 100 years
prior. Even as unrest and violence followed William the Conqueror's
campaign, the two cultures slowly merged with each other, from modes of
dress to language and political outlook. England, ﬁrst under the Normans
and then the Plantagenets, began to emerge as a powerful nation in its
own right, rather than a divided and somewhat barbarous island oﬀ the
coast of Europe, and it had an unmistakably French shading to its culture.
Thus, whereas at the beginning of the struggle, England was little more
than a territory of mediocre importance, by the end of the 12th century it
was reuniﬁed and had the makings of a major European power.

King Stephen
A&C Black The reign of King Stephen (1135-54) has usually been seen as
uniquely disasterous in the history of the medieval England -- a counrty
riven by a civil war between Stephen and his ﬁrst cousin, the Empress
Matilda, and by an anarchy during which overmighty barons laid waste the
country and 'Christ and his saints slept'. Donald Matthew challenges this
picture. By questioning such melodramatic assumptions, and by looking
clearly at what can and cannot be known about Stephen, he brings new
light to both the king and his reign. He shows that much of what has been
written about Stephen has been based on the selective use of the
testimony of hostile witnesses, and has been shot through by wishful
thinking or by the political or historical prejudices of the day. King Stephen
is an important, well-written and timely reinterpretation of the crisis of
Norman government.
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Lady of the English
Sourcebooks, Inc. From USA Today bestselling author Elizabeth Chadwick
comes a gripping, never-before-told, medieval battle of the sexes Matilda,
daughter of Henry I, knows that there are those who will not accept her as
England's queen when her father dies. But the men who support her rival,
and cousin, Stephen do not know the iron will that drives her. She will win
her inheritance against all odds, and despite all men. Adeliza, Henry's
widowed queen and Matilda's stepmother, is now married to William
D'Albini, a warrior who is ﬁghting to keep Matilda oﬀ the throne. But
Adeliza, born with a strength that can sustain her through heartrending
pain, knows that the crown belongs to a woman this time. Both women will
stand and ﬁght for what they know is right. But for Matilda, pride comes
before a fall. And for Adeliza, even the deepest love is no proof against
fate. Written with vivid detail and great historical accuracy, Lady of the
English is a captivating historical novel of Medieval England. Fans of
Philippa Gregory, Alison Weir, Sharon Kay Penman, and Bernard Cornwall
will be spellbound by this well-crafted story of Henry I's daughter, his
widow, and their alliance and perseverance as they ﬁght for the rightful
heir to the crown-a woman! More Medieval Historical Fiction Titles from
Elizabeth Chadwick: The Greatest Knight-the seldom told story of the
Greatest Knight of the Middle Ages The Summer Queen a novel of Eleanor
of Aquitaine To Defy a King-the story of a noble woman in a tyrant's world
What readers are saying about Lady of the English "Great historical details
and world-building combined with out-of-this-world characterization."
"Everything about this story was compelling, and though it was a long book
of 514 pages, I enjoyed every word." "I was from the start deeply immersed
into the lives and politics of the times." "As absorbing as a thriller and full
of fascinating historical detail." What reviewers are saying about Lady of
the English "Lady of the English is a riveting historical ﬁction novel with
thrilling drama and characters that fairly leap oﬀ of the page."-Laura's
Reviews "A detailed and very readable medieval era novel full of political
intrigue and fascinating depictions of the people surrounding the throne of
England."-Historical-Fiction.com "The story is vividly described with a
depth of historical detail that is rarely matched by other novelists in the
genre."-Historical Novel Review Blog What people are saying about
bestselling author Elizabeth Chadwick "A star back in Britain, Elizabeth
Chadwick is ﬁnally getting the attention she deserves here." USA Today
"Elizabeth Chadwick is to Medieval England what Philippa Gregory is to the
Tudors and the Stuarts, and Bernard Cornwall to the Dark Ages."-Books
Monthly, UK "The best writer of medieval ﬁction currently around." Historical Novels Review "Chadwick is an icon for the historical ﬁction
community for her ability to create a believable and passionate story based
around major events of the era."-The Burton Review "Breathing life into
historical personages is hallmark Chadwick."-RT Book Reviews "Picking up
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an Elizabeth Chadwick novel is like having a Bentley draw up at your door:
you know you are in for a sumptuous ride." Daily Telegraph

The White Ship: Conquest, Anarchy
and the Wrecking of Henry I’s
Dream
HarperCollins UK THE #2 SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER ‘As gripping as any
thriller. History doesn't get any better than this’ BILL BRYSON ’A brilliant
read ... Game of Thrones but in the real world’ ANTHONY HOROWITZ

Warlord's War
Independently Published King Stephen is captured and the Civil War seems
over until disaster strikes while the Earl of Cleveland is in Normandy. The
Empress' forces are routed and the Earl of Gloucester is captured. Forced
to return to rescue the Empress the Earl of Cleveland has to ﬁght King
Stephen's army and the English winter to rescue his Empress. With the
future King Henry II as his squire the Earl has to wage a war against an
increasing number of enemies and a diminishing number of allies. The
novel is ﬁlled with both intrigue and bloody medieval battles.

The Earl, the Kings, and the
Chronicler
Robert Earl of Gloucester and the
Reigns of Henry I and Stephen
Oxford University Press The Earl, The Kings, And The Chronicler is the ﬁrst
full length biography of Robert (c.1088-1147), grandson of William the
Conqueror and eldest son of King Henry I of England (1100-35), who could
not succeed his father because he was a bastard. Instead, as the earl of
Gloucester, he helped change the course of English history by keeping
alive the prospects for an Angevin succession through his leadership of its
supporters against his father's successor, King Stephen (1135-54) in the
civil war known as the Anarchy. Robert of Gloucester is one of the great
ﬁgures of Anglo-Norman history (1066-1154). He occupies important niches
in the era's literature, from comprehensive political studies of Henry I's
and Stephen's reigns and an array of specialized ﬁelds to the 'Brother
Cadfael' novels of Ellis Peters. Gloucester was one of only three landed
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super-magnates of his day, a model post-Conquest great baron, Marcher
lord, borough developer, and patron of the rising merchant class. His transChannel barony stretched from western Lower Normandy across England to
south Wales. Robert was both a product and a signiﬁcant agent of the
contemporary cultural revival known as the Renaissance of the Twelfth
Century, being bi-lingual, well educated, and a signiﬁcant literary patron.
In this last role he is especially notable for commissioning the greatest
English historian since Bede, William of Malmesbury, to produce a history
of their times which justiﬁed the empress Matilda's claim to the English
throne and Earl Robert's support of it.

The Empress Matilda
Queen Consort, Queen Mother and
Lady of the English
Wiley-Blackwell This is the ﬁrst comprehensive and fully documented study
of the Empress Matilda to be published in English. Much of the serious
work on her life and historical importance has never been translated from
German, and almost all has concentrated on the years of her struggle with
Stephen for the English crown. This book examines her career as a whole,
including the years as consort of the Emperor Henry V and as regent in
Normandy for her son Henry II. It illustrates the problems of female
succession in the early twelfth century, and gives a balanced assessment
of Matilda's character and achievements in the context of her own times.

A Coinage of Crisis
Propaganda and Necessity in the
Coinage of King Stephen
(1135-1154) and the Civil War and
Anarchy 91138-1153)
Restoration and Reform, 1153–1165

12

King Stephen And The Anarchy Civil War And Military Tactics In Twelfth 7-10-2022
Century Britain

key=Twelfth

King Stephen And The Anarchy Civil War And Military Tactics In Twelfth Century
Britain

13

Recovery from Civil War in England
Cambridge University Press This book examines the processes by which
eﬀective royal government was restored in England following the civil war
of Stephen's reign. It questions the traditional view that Stephen presided
over 'anarchy', arguing instead that the king and his rivals sought to
maintain the administrative traditions of Henry I, leaving foundations for a
restoration of order once the war was over. The period from 1153 to 1162,
spanning the last months of Stephen's reign and the early years of Henry
II's, is seen as one primarily of 'restoration' when concerted eﬀorts were
made to recover royal lands, rights and revenues lost since 1135.
Thereafter 'restoration' gave way to 'reform': although the administrative
advances of 1166 have been seen as a watershed in Henry II's reign, the
ﬁnancial and judicial measures of 1163–65 were suﬃciently important for
this, also, to be regarded as a transitional phase in his government of
England.

Stephen and Matilda
The Civil War of 1139-53
The History Press Civil war and the battle for the English Crown dominated
the reign of King Stephen, and this popular account is the only complete
account of the complex and fascinating military situation. The war is
examined in detail throughout the various campaigns, battles and sieges of
the period, including the two major battles at the Standard and Lincoln,
showing that Stephen always held more ground than his opponents and
was mostly on the oﬀensive. The nature of the warfare and the reasons for
its outcome are examined, along with comment on the strategy, tactics,
technology in arms and armour, and the important improvements in
fortiﬁcations. Full use has been made of the numerous detailed chronicle
sources which give some indication of the horrors of twelfth-century war,
the depredations which aﬀected the ordinary people of the land, and the
atrocities which sometimes accompanied it. Full of colourful characters the likeable king, the domineering Matlida, the young and vital Henry of
Anjou (later Henry II), his intelligent and eﬀective father Geoﬀrey Count of
Anjou, the powerful barons from Geoﬀrey de Mandeville to Ranulf of
Chester - and illustrated with photographs, maps and manuscript
illustrations, this is a fascinating story of rivalry for the English throne
which throws new light on a much-neglected aspect of Stephen's reign.

13

14

Stephen
The Reign of Anarchy
Penguin Monarchs 'Stephen risked being seen as a man who never quite
transcended the essential ﬂawed-ness of his claim to be king. His actions
betrayed uneasiness in his new skin' Remembered as a time in which
'Christ and his saints slept', Stephen's troubled reign plunged England into
anarchy. Without clear rules of succession in the Norman monarchy,
conﬂict within William the Conqueror's family was inevitable. But, as this
resonant portrait shows, there was another problem too: Stephen himself,
unable to make good the transition from nobleman to king.

Lost Heirs of the Medieval Crown
The Kings and Queens Who Never
Were
Pen and Sword “A fascinating study of the also-rans and almost-made-its
of medieval history . . . Beautifully written and well researched, it is an
engaging read.” —History . . . The Interesting Bits! When William the
Conqueror died in 1087, he left the throne of England to William Rufus . . .
his second son. The result was an immediate war as Rufus’s elder brother
Robert fought to gain the crown he saw as rightfully his; this conﬂict
marked the start of 400 years of bloody disputes as the English monarchy’s
line of hereditary succession was bent, twisted and ﬁnally broken when the
last Plantagenet king, Richard III, fell at Bosworth in 1485. The AngloNorman and Plantagenet dynasties were renowned for their internecine
strife, and in Lost Heirs we will unearth the hidden stories of fratricidal
brothers, usurping cousins and murderous uncles; the many kings—and the
occasional queen—who should have been but never were. History is written
by the winners, but every game of thrones has its losers too, and their
fascinating stories bring richness and depth to what is a colorful period of
history. King John would not have gained the crown had he not murdered
his young nephew, who was in line to become England’s ﬁrst King Arthur;
Henry V would never have been at Agincourt had his father not seized the
throne by usurping and killing his cousin; and as the rival houses of York
and Lancaster fought bloodily over the crown during the Wars of the Roses,
life suddenly became very dangerous indeed for a young boy named
Edmund. “A journey through the mineﬁeld of opposing factions ﬁghting for
the crown of England.” —Books Monthly
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The Black Prince and King Jean II of
France
Generalship in the Hundred Years
War
Pen and Sword Military This study of Medieval military leadership oﬀers a
critical comparison of two great rivals of the Hundred Year War. Known to
history as The Black Prince, Edward of Woodstock led the English army to
victory at the Battle of Poitiers against the French King Jean II. With an
illuminating analysis of these fourteenth century commanders, historian
Peter Hoskins examines the importance of leadership, strategic vision, and
tactical skill in medieval warfare. Paying close attention to their strengths
and weaknesses as soldiers, both on campaign and on the battleﬁeld,
Hoskins also considers their contrasting characters and backgrounds as
well as the military traditions of their time. The Black Prince was one of the
most admired generals of his generation: a charismatic leader, decisive
commander, and shrewd tactician and strategist. In contrast King Jean was
impulsive, driven more by pride than by strategic priorities. When he was
put to the ultimate test at Poitiers, Jean lost control of his army.
Meanwhile, the Black Prince took the initiative personally to secure victory
against the odds. Peter Hoskins analyses the leadership qualities of the
prince and the king according to the principles of war enunciated by Sun
Tzu and Vegetius as well as the modern principles of war of the United
Kingdom armed forces. He gives readers a fascinating insight into the
nature of command and the conduct of war in the Middle Ages.

Dark Deceit
A Medieval Murder Mystery with a
Touch of Romance
"Ms Dunn brings the era to life.""captivating...engrossing...highly
recommended"A tale of danger, betrayal and love in medieval England &
NormandyOn his return from battle at Lincoln, Geoﬀrey de Mortagne,
undersheriﬀ of Gloucester and spy for the Empress Matilda, assists a dying
knight who had been ambushed. Promising to look after the welfare of the
knight's only daughter, Geoﬀrey stays at her manor, investigating the
murder. Keen to join the Empress on her progress through England, he is
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torn between his oath and his duty. Left to defend herself and her manor
following her father's murder, Alleyne de Bellac reluctantly accepts
Geoﬀrey's support. But as she doesn't trust the taciturn stranger, she asks
Will d'Arques, an old friend of her father's, for help. But loyalties change,
and she is no longer able to tell truth from lie. Her life in danger and her
inheritance at stake, Alleyne must decide which man to trust.Discover
England and Normandy divided by a brutal civil war, where vows are
broken as men switch allegiances between two sides.Dark Deceit is the
ﬁrst in The Anarchy Trilogy. The second instalment will be released later in
2020.

Genghis Khan and the Mongol War
Machine
Pen and Sword As a soldier and general, statesman and empire-builder,
Genghis Khan is an almost legendary ﬁgure. His remarkable achievements
and his ruthless methods have given rise to a sinister reputation. As Chris
Peers shows, in this concise and authoritative study, he possessed
exceptional gifts as a leader and manager of men - he ranks among the
greatest military commanders - but he can only be properly understood in
terms of the Mongol society and traditions he was born into. So the
military and cultural background of the Mongols, and the nature of steppe
societies and their armies, are major themes of his book. He looks in detail
at the military skills, tactics and ethos of the Mongol soldiers, and at the
advantages and disadvantages they had in combat with the soldiers of
more settled societies. His book oﬀers a fascinating fresh perspective on
Genghis Khan the man and on the armies he led.

The Anarchy: War and Status in
12th-Century Landscapes of
Conﬂict
Exeter Studies in Medieval Europe The turbulent reign of Stephen, King of
England (1135-54), has been styled since the late 19th century as 'the
Anarchy', although the extent of political breakdown during the period has
since been vigorously debated. Rebellion and bitter civil war characterised
Stephen's protracted struggle with rival claimant Empress Matilda and her
Angevin supporters over 'nineteen long winters' when, according to the
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, 'Christ and his Saints slept'. Drawing on new
research and ﬁeldwork, this innovative volume oﬀers the ﬁrst ever
overview and synthesis of the archaeological and material record for this
controversial period. It presents and interrogates many diﬀerent types of
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evidence at a variety of scales, ranging from nationwide mapping of
historical events through to conﬂict landscapes of battleﬁelds and sieges.
The volume considers archaeological sites such as castles and other
fortiﬁcations, churches, monasteries, bishops' palaces and urban and rural
settlements, alongside material culture including coins, pottery, seals and
arms and armour. This approach not only augments but also challenges
historical narratives, questioning the 'real' impact of Stephen's troubled
reign on society, settlement, church and the landscape, and opens up new
perspectives on the conduct of Anglo-Norman warfare

The Norman Conquest
The Battle of Hastings and the Fall
of Anglo-Saxon England
Simon and Schuster A riveting and authoritative history of the single most
important event in English history: The Norman Conquest. An upstart
French duke who sets out to conquer the most powerful and uniﬁed
kingdom in Christendom. An invasion force on a scale not seen since the
days of the Romans. One of the bloodiest and most decisive battles ever
fought. This new history explains why the Norman Conquest was the most
signiﬁcant cultural and military episode in English history. Assessing the
original evidence at every turn, Marc Morris goes beyond the familiar
outline to explain why England was at once so powerful and yet so
vulnerable to William the Conqueror’s attack. Morris writes with passion,
verve, and scrupulous concern for historical accuracy. This is the deﬁnitive
account for our times of an extraordinary story, indeed the pivotal moment
in the shaping of the English nation.

Queens of the Conquest
England's Medieval Queens Book
One
Ballantine Books In the ﬁrst volume of an exciting new series, bestselling
author Alison Weir brings the dramatic reigns of England’s medieval
queens to life. The lives of England’s medieval queens were packed with
incident—love, intrigue, betrayal, adultery, and warfare—but their stories
have been largely obscured by centuries of myth and omission. Now
esteemed biographer Alison Weir provides a fresh perspective and restores
these women to their rightful place in history. Spanning the years from the
Norman conquest in 1066 to the dawn of a new era in 1154, when Henry II
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succeeded to the throne and Eleanor of Aquitaine, the ﬁrst Plantagenet
queen, was crowned, this epic book brings to vivid life ﬁve women,
including: Matilda of Flanders, wife of William the Conqueror, the ﬁrst
Norman king; Matilda of Scotland, revered as “the common mother of all
England”; and Empress Maud, England’s ﬁrst female ruler, whose son King
Henry II would go on to found the Plantagenet dynasty. More than those
who came before or after them, these Norman consorts were recognized as
equal sharers in sovereignty. Without the support of their wives, the
Norman kings could not have ruled their disparate dominions as
eﬀectively. Drawing from the most reliable contemporary sources, Weir
skillfully strips away centuries of romantic lore to share a balanced and
authentic take on the importance of these female monarchs. What emerges
is a seamless royal saga, an all-encompassing portrait of English medieval
queenship, and a sweeping panorama of British history. Praise for Queens
of the Conquest “Best-selling author [Alison] Weir pens another readable,
well-researched English history, the ﬁrst in a proposed four-volume series
on England’s medieval queens. . . . Weir’s research skills and storytelling
ability combine beautifully to tell a fascinating story supported by
excellent historical research. Fans of her ﬁction and nonﬁction will enjoy
this latest work.”—Library Journal (starred review) “Another sound
feminist resurrection by a seasoned historian . . . Though Norman queens
were largely unknowable, leave it to this proliﬁc historical biographer to
bring them to life. . . . As usual, Weir is meticulous in her
research.”—Kirkus Reviews

Henry II and Eleanor of Aquitaine
Founding an Empire
The powerful medieval couple who formed an empire beyond England, and
whose children included Richard the Lionheart and King John.

Kingmaker
Independently Published When the Earl of Gloucester suddenly dies and
the Empress Matilda is forced to return to Normandy it seems that the civil
war is about to end and Stephen of Blois will have succeeded in winning his
crown. The Warlord of the North takes the ﬂedgling Prince Henry under his
wing and begins to train him to become king. When others try to take
advantage of the Warlord's position he and his warriors have to dig deep to
defeat their enemies. Gradually Henry becomes a man and shows that he
has the potential to become a king. An exciting and fast moving novel ﬁlled
with battles, plots and conspiracies.
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Royal Witches
From Joan of Navarre to Elizabeth
Woodville
The History Press 'An important and timely book' - Philippa Gregory. Joan
of Navarre was the richest woman in the land, at a time when war-torn
England was penniless. Eleanor Cobham was the wife of a weak king’s
uncle – and her husband was about to fall from grace. Jacquetta Woodville
was a personal enemy of Warwick the Kingmaker, who was about to take
his revenge. Elizabeth Woodville was the widowed mother of a child king,
ﬁghting Richard III for her children’s lives. In Royal Witches, Gemma
Hollman explores the lives of these four unique women, looking at how
rumours of witchcraft brought them to their knees in a time when
superstition and suspicion was rife.

The Brothers York
A Royal Tragedy
Simon and Schuster "For fans of Hilary Mantel and The Tudors, this is the
dramatic story of the concluding episode in England's War of the Roses,
featuring three brothers, two of whom became kings, Edward IV and
Richard III, famous from Shakespeare's great history play Richard III"--

Historia Novella
The Contemporary History
Oxford University Press on Demand The Historia Novella is a key source for
the succession dispute between King Stephen and the Empress Matilda
which brought England to civil war in the twelfth century. William of
Malmesbury was the doyen of the historians of his day. His account of the
main events of the years 1126 to 1142,to some of which he was an
eyewitness, is sympathetic to the empress's cause, but not uncritical of
her. Edmund King oﬀers a complete revision of K. R. Potter's edition of
1955, retaining only the translation, which has been amended in places.
Not only is this a new edition but it oﬀers a new text, arguing that what
have earlier been seen as William of Malmesbury's ﬁnal revisions are not
from hishand. Rather they seem to come from somewhere in the circle of
Robert of Gloucester, the empress's half-brother, to whom the work is
dedicated. In this way the work raises important questions concerning the
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transmission of medieval texts.
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