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HUMAN DIGNITY, HUMAN RIGHTS, AND RESPONSIBILITY
THE NEW LANGUAGE OF GLOBAL BIOETHICS AND BIOLAW
MIT Press A novel and multidisciplinary exposition and theorization of human dignity and rights, brought to bear on
current issues in bioethics and biolaw. “Human dignity” has been enshrined in international agreements and national
constitutions as a fundamental human right. The World Medical Association calls on physicians to respect human
dignity and to discharge their duties with dignity. And yet human dignity is a term—like love, hope, and justice—that is
intuitively grasped but never clearly deﬁned. Some ethicists and bioethicists dismiss it; other thinkers point to its use
in the service of particular ideologies. In this book, Michael Barilan oﬀers an urgently needed, nonideological, and
thorough conceptual clariﬁcation of human dignity and human rights, relating these ideas to current issues in ethics,
law, and bioethics. Combining social history, history of ideas, moral theology, applied ethics, and political theory,
Barilan tells the story of human dignity as a background moral ethos to human rights. After setting the problem in its
scholarly context, he oﬀers a hermeneutics of the formative texts on Imago Dei; provides a philosophical explication of
the value of human dignity and of vulnerability; presents a comprehensive theory of human rights from a natural,
humanist perspective; explores issues of moral status; and examines the value of responsibility as a link between
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virtue ethics and human dignity and rights. Barilan accompanies his theoretical claim with numerous practical
illustrations, linking his theory to such issues in bioethics as end-of-life care, cloning, abortion, torture, treatment of
the mentally incapacitated, the right to health care, the human organ market, disability and notions of diﬀerence, and
privacy, highlighting many relevant legal aspects in constitutional and humanitarian law.

HUMAN DIGNITY AND BIOETHICS
ESSAYS COMMISSIONED BY THE PRESIDENT'S COUNCIL ON BIOETHICS
U.S. Government Printing Oﬃce Contains a collection of essays exploring human dignity and bioethics, a concept crucial to
today's discourse in law and ethics in general and in bioethics in particular.

THE UNESCO UNIVERSAL DECLARATION ON BIOETHICS AND HUMAN RIGHTS
BACKGROUND, PRINCIPLES AND APPLICATION
UNESCO In October 2005, UNESCO Member States adopted by acclamation the Universal Declaration on Bioethics and
Human Rights. For the ﬁrst time in the history of bioethics, some 190 countries committed themselves and the
international community to respect and apply fundamental ethical principles related to medicine, the life sciences and
associated technologies. This publication provides a new impetus to the dissemination of the Declaration, and is part
of the organisation's continuous eﬀort to contribute to the understanding of its principles worldwide. The authors, who
were almost all involved in the elaboration of the text of the Declaration, were asked to respond on each article: Why
was it included? What does it mean? How can it be applied? Their responses shed light on the historical background of
the text and its evolution throughout the drafting process. They also provide a reﬂection on its relevance to previous
declarations and bioethical literature, and its potential interpretation and application in challenging and complex
bioethical debates.

HUMAN DIGNITY IN BIOETHICS AND LAW
Bloomsbury Publishing Dignity is often denounced as hopelessly amorphous or incurably theological: as feel-good
philosophical window-dressing, or as the name given to whatever principles give you the answer that you think is
right. This is wrong, says Charles Foster: dignity is not only an essential principle in bioethics and law; it is really the

2

Human Dignity Bioethics And Human Rights

4-10-2022

key=Human

Human Dignity Bioethics And Human Rights

3

only principle. In this ambitious, paradigm-shattering but highly readable book, he argues that dignity is the only
sustainable Theory of Everything in bioethics. For most problems in contemporary bioethics, existing principles such as
autonomy, beneﬁcence, non-maleﬁcence, justice and professional probity can do a reasonably workmanlike job if they
are all allowed to contribute appropriately. But these are second order principles, each of which traces its origins back
to dignity. And when one gets to the frontiers of bioethics (such as human enhancement), dignity is the only
conceivable language with which to describe and analyse the strange conceptual creatures found there. Drawing on
clinical, anthropological, philosophical and legal insights, Foster provides a new lexicon and grammar of that language
which is essential reading for anyone wanting to travel in the outlandish territories of bioethics, and strongly
recommended for anyone wanting to travel comfortably anywhere in bioethics or medical law.

LAW AND BIOETHICS
Current Legal Issues Current Legal Issues, like its sister volume Current Legal Problems, is based upon an annual
colloquium held at University College London. Each year, leading scholars from around the world gather to discuss the
relationship between law and another discipline of thought. Each colloquium examines how the external discipline is
conceived in legal thought and argument, how the law is pictured in that discipline, and analyses points of controversy
in the use, and abuse, of extra-legal arguments within legal theory and practice. Law and Bioethics, the latest volume
in the Current Legal Issues series, contains a broad range of essays by scholars interested in the interactions between
law and bioethics. It includes studies examining the regulation of stem cell research, human rights and bioethics, the
regulation of reproductive technologies, and distributive justice in healthcare and pandemic planning.

HUMAN DIGNITY IN BIOETHICS
FROM WORLDVIEWS TO THE PUBLIC SQUARE
Routledge Human Dignity in Bioethics brings together a collection of essays that rigorously examine the concept of
human dignity from its metaphysical foundations to its polemical deployment in bioethical controversies. The volume
falls into three parts, beginning with meta-level perspectives and moving to concrete applications. Part 1 analyzes
human dignity through a worldview lens, exploring the source and meaning of human dignity from naturalist,
postmodernist, Protestant, and Catholic vantages, respectively, letting each side explain and defend its own
conception. Part 2 moves from metaphysical moorings to key areas of macro-level inﬂuence: international politics,
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American law, and biological science. These chapters examine the legitimacy of the concept of dignity in documents by
international political bodies, the role of dignity in American jurisprudence, and the implications—and challenges—for
dignity posed by Darwinism. Part 3 shifts from macro-level topics to concrete applications by examining the rhetoric of
human dignity in speciﬁc controversies: embryonic stem cell research, abortion, human-animal chimeras, euthanasia
and palliative care, psychotropic drugs, and assisted reproductive technologies. Each chapter analyzes the rhetorical
use of ‘human dignity’ by opposing camps, assessing the utility of the concept and whether a diﬀerent concept or
approach can be a more productive means of framing or guiding the debate.

THE CAMBRIDGE HANDBOOK OF HUMAN DIGNITY
INTERDISCIPLINARY PERSPECTIVES
Cambridge University Press This introduction to human dignity explores the history of the notion from antiquity to the
nineteenth century, and the way in which dignity is conceptualised in non-Western contexts. Building on this, it
addresses a range of systematic conceptualisations, considers the theoretical and legal conditions for human dignity
as a useful notion and analyses a number of philosophical and conceptual approaches to dignity. Finally, the book
introduces current debates, paying particular attention to the legal implementation, human rights, justice and
conﬂicts, medicine and bioethics, and provides an explicit systematic framework for discussing human dignity.
Adopting a wide range of perspectives and taking into account numerous cultures and contexts, this handbook is a
valuable resource for students, scholars and professionals working in philosophy, law, history and theology.

THE REALITY OF HUMAN DIGNITY IN LAW AND BIOETHICS
COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVES
Springer Adopting an interdisciplinary perspective, this volume explores the reality of the principle of human dignity – a
core value which is increasingly invoked in our societies and legal systems. This book provides a systematic overview
of the legal and philosophical concept in sixteen countries representing diﬀerent cultural and religious contexts and
examines in particular its use in a developing case law (including of the European Court of Human Rights and of the
Inter-American Court of Human Rights). Whilst omnipresent in the context of bioethics, this book reveals its wider use
in healthcare more generally, treatment of prisoners, education, employment, and matters of life and death in many
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countries. In this unique comparative work, contributing authors share a multidisciplinary analysis of the use (and
potential misuse) of the principle of dignity in Europe, Africa, South and North America and Asia. By revealing the
ambivalence of human dignity in a wide range of cultures and contexts and through the evolving reality of case law,
this book is a valuable resource for students, scholars and professionals working in bioethics, medicine, social sciences
and law. Ultimately, it will make all those who invoke the principle of human dignity more aware of its multi-layered
character and force us all to reﬂect on its ability to further social justice within our societies.

INTERNATIONAL BIOLAW AND SHARED ETHICAL PRINCIPLES
THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION ON BIOETHICS AND HUMAN RIGHTS
Routledge The Universal Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights, 2005, marked a signiﬁcant step towards the
recognition of universal standards in the ﬁeld of science and medicine. This book provides an overview of the ethical
and legal developments which have occurred in the ﬁeld of bioethics and human rights since then. The work critically
analyzes the Declaration from an ethical and legal perspective, commenting on its implementation, and discussing the
role of non-binding norms in international bioethics. The authors examine whether the Declaration has contributed to
the understanding of universal or global bioethics, and to what degree states have implemented the principles in their
domestic legislation. The volume explores the currency of the Declaration vis-à-vis the more recent developments in
technology and medicine and looks ahead to envisage the major bioethical challenges of the next twenty years. In this
context, the book oﬀers a comprehensive ethical and legal study of the Declaration with an in-depth analysis of the
meaning of the provisions, in order to clarify the extension of human rights in the ﬁeld of medicine and the obligations
incumbent upon UNESCO member States, with reference to their implementation practice.

THE PRINCIPLE OF RESPECT FOR HUMAN VULNERABILITY AND PERSONAL INTEGRITY: REPORT OF THE
INTERNATIONAL BIOETHICS COMMITTEE OF UNESCO (IBC)
UNESCO

CASEBOOK ON HUMAN DIGNITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS
UNESCO
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DIGNITY AS A HUMAN RIGHT?
Rowman & Littleﬁeld This book examines the place of human dignity as a normative standard, principle, or right in
domestic and global health care decision-making. The contentious issue of end-of-life care serves the foundation of the
analysis of human dignity as a human right.

SANCTITY OF LIFE AND HUMAN DIGNITY
Springer Science & Business Media `Sanctity of life' and `human dignity' are two bioethical concepts that play an important
role in bioethical discussions. Despite their separate history and content, they have similar functions in these
discussions. In many cases they are used to bring a diﬃcult or controversial debate to an end. They serve as
unquestionable cornerstones of morality, as rocks able to weather the storms of moral pluralism. This book provides
the reader with analyses of these two concepts from diﬀerent philosophical, professional and cultural points of view.
Sanctity of Life and Human Dignity presents a comparative analysis of both concepts.

HUMANITARIANISME
KEYWORDS
Humanitarianism: Keywords is a comprehensive dictionary designed as a compass for navigating the conceptual
universe of humanitarianism. It is an intuitive toolkit to map contemporary humanitarianism and to explore its current
and future articulations. The dictionary serves a broad readership of practitioners, students, and researchers by
providing informed access to the extensive humanitarian vocabulary

HUMAN DIGNITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS
Oxford University Press, USA Human dignity: social movements invoke it, several national constitutions enshrine it, and it
features prominently in international human rights documents. But what is human dignity, why is it important, and
what is its relationship to human rights? This book oﬀers a sophisticated and comprehensive defence of the view that
human dignity is the moral heart of human rights. First, it clariﬁes the network of concepts associated with dignity.
Paramount within this network is a core notion of human dignity as an inherent, non-instrumental, egalitarian, and
high-priority normative status of human persons. People have this status in virtue of their valuable human capacities

6

Human Dignity Bioethics And Human Rights

4-10-2022

key=Human

Human Dignity Bioethics And Human Rights

7

rather than as a result of their national origin and other conventional features. Second, it shows how human dignity
gives rise to an inspiring ideal of solidaristic empowerment, which calls us to support people's pursuit of a ﬂourishing
life by aﬃrming both negative duties not to block or destroy, and positive duties to protect and facilitate, the
development and exercise of the valuable capacities at the basis of their dignity. The most urgent of these duties are
correlative to human rights. Third, this book illustrates how the proposed dignitarian approach allows us to articulate
the content, justiﬁcation, and feasible implementation of speciﬁc human rights, including contested ones, such as the
rights to democratic political participation and to decent labour conditions. Finally, this book's dignitarian approach
helps illuminate the arc of humanist justice, identifying both the diﬀerence and the continuity between the basic
requirements of human rights and more expansive requirements of social justice such as those defended by liberal
egalitarians and democratic socialists. Human dignity is indeed the moral heart of human rights. Understanding it
enables us to defend human rights as the urgent ethical and political project that puts humanity ﬁrst.

RELIGIOUS PERSPECTIVES ON BIOETHICS AND HUMAN RIGHTS
Springer This book deals with the thorny issue of human rights in diﬀerent cultures and religions, especially in the light
of bioethical issues. In this book, experts from Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Daoism, Hinduism and
Confucianism discuss the tension between their religious traditions and the claim of universality of human rights. The
East-West contrast is particularly evident with regards to human rights. Some writers ﬁnd the human rights language
too individualistic and it is foreign to major religions where the self does not exist in isolation, but is normally
immersed in a web of relations and duties towards family, friends, religion community, and society. Is the human
rights discourse a predominantly Western liberal ideal, which in bioethics is translated to mean autonomy and free
choice? In today’s democratic societies, laws have been drafted to protect individuals and communities against
slavery, discrimination, torture or genocide. Yet, it appears unclear at what moment universal rights supersede
respect for cultural diversity and pluralism. This collection of articles demonstrates a rich spectrum of positions among
diﬀerent religions, as they confront the ever more pressing issues of bioethics and human rights in the modern world.
This book is intended for those interested in the contemporary debates on religious ethics, human rights, bioethics,
cultural diversity and multiculturalism.
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PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS
Oxford University Press Readership: This book would be suitable for students, academics and scholars of law, philosophy,
politics, international relations and economics

GLOBAL BIOETHICS: THE IMPACT OF THE UNESCO INTERNATIONAL BIOETHICS COMMITTEE
Springer The UNESCO International Bioethics Committee is an international body that sets standards in the ﬁeld of
bioethics. This collection represents the contributions of the IBC to global bioethics. The IBC is a body of 36
independent experts that follows progress in the life sciences and its applications in order to ensure respect for human
dignity and freedom. Currently, some of the topics of the IBC contributions have been discussed in the bioethics
literature, mostly journal articles. However, this is a unique contribution by the scholars who developed these
universal declarations and reports. The contributors have not only provided a scholarly up to date discussion of their
research topics, but as members of the IBC they have also discussed speciﬁc practical challenges in the development
of such international documents. This book will be suited to academics within bioethics, health care policy and
international law.

HUMAN DIGNITY OF THE VULNERABLE IN THE AGE OF RIGHTS
INTERDISCIPLINARY PERSPECTIVES
Springer This volume is devoted to exploring a subject which, on the surface, might appear to be just a trending topic.
In fact, it is much more than a trend. It relates to an ancient, permanent issue which directly connects with people’s
life and basic needs: the recognition and protection of individuals’ dignity, in particular the inherent worthiness of the
most vulnerable human beings. The content of this book is described well enough by its title: ‘Human Dignity of the
Vulnerable in the Age of Rights’. Certainly, we do not claim that only the human dignity of vulnerable people should be
recognized and protected. We rather argue that, since vulnerability is part of the human condition, human
vulnerability is not at odds with human dignity. To put it simply, human dignity is compatible with vulnerability. A
concept of human dignity which discards or denies the dignity of the vulnerable and weak is at odds with the real
human condition. Even those individuals who might seem more skilled and talented are fragile, vulnerable and limited.
We need to realize that human condition is not limitless. It is crucial to re-discover a sense of moderation regarding
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ourselves, a sense of reality concerning our own nature. Some lines of thought take the opposite view. It is sometimes
argued that humankind is – or is called to be – powerful, and that the time will come when there will be no
vulnerability, no fragility, no limits at all. Human beings will become like God (or what believers might think God to
be). This perspective rejects human vulnerability as in intrinsic evil. Those who are frail or weak, who are not
autonomous or not able to care for themselves, do not possess dignity. In this volume it is claimed that vulnerability is
an inherent part of human condition, and because human dignity belongs to all individuals, laws are called to recognize
and protect the rights of all of them, particularly of those who might appear to be more vulnerable and fragile.

SUFFERING AND BIOETHICS
Oxford University Press, USA Long before it cured disease, medicine aimed to relieve suﬀering-but despite that
precedence, the relief of suﬀering often takes a back seat in today's biomedical research and treatment. Modern
bioethics, too, has been slow to come to terms with suﬀering. Attention to ethical quandaries has sometimes displaced
attention to the experience of patients. This book seeks to place suﬀering at the center of bioethical thinking once
again. Among the questions its contributors explore are: What is the meaning of suﬀering? How does it relate to pain?
If there can be pain without suﬀering, can there be suﬀering without pain? Does suﬀering require advanced cognitive
abilities? Can animals suﬀer? Many believe that we have strong obligations to relieve or minimize suﬀering; what are
the limits of these obligations? Does the relief of suﬀering justify the termination of a patient's life, as proponents of
euthanasia maintain? What is the bearing of suﬀering on the cherished bioethical principle of autonomy? Can suﬀering
impair a patient's ability to make reasoned choices? To what extent must the encounter with suﬀering be an important
component of medical education? Do religious traditions ever move from eﬀorts to explain and relieve suﬀering to
positions that justify and promote it? The aim of this book is to undertake a new foray into this "foreign territory" of
suﬀering. With a foreword by the distinguished bioethicist Daniel Callahan, its twenty-two chapters, authored by
leading scholars in science and bioethics, are organized so as to examine suﬀering in its biological, psychological,
clinical, religious, and ethical dimensions.

HEALTH, RIGHTS AND DIGNITY
PHILOSOPHICAL REFLECTIONS ON AN ALLEGED HUMAN RIGHT
Walter de Gruyter The idea that there is such a thing as a human right to health has become pervasive. It has not only

9

10

been acknowledged by a variety of international law documents and thus entered the political realm but is also
defended in academic circles. Yet, despite its prominence the human right to health remains something of a mystery especially with respect to its philosophical underpinnings. Addressing this unfortunate and intellectually dangerous
insuﬃciency, this book critically assesses the stipulation that health is a human right which - as international law holds
- derives from the inherent dignity of the human person. Scrutinising the concepts underlying this stipulation (health,
rights, dignity), it shall conclude that such right cannot be upheld from a philosophical perspective.

HUMAN DIGNITY AND ASSISTED DEATH
Oxford University Press Assisted dying is still an extremely contested topic in Bioethics. Despite the strongly inﬂuential
role human dignity plays in this debate, it still has not received the appropriate, multi-faceted treatment it deserves.
Studies show that the notion of dignity already plays an important role in medical contexts: it is frequently used by
health care professionals as well as patients. However, its use in these contexts needs to be analyzed and explained in
more detail. Moreover, a review of the available literature clearly shows that the general, highly fruitful academic
debate on human dignity is more than ready to take the next step into applied ethics: in particular, into the even more
controversial area of assisted death. This book oﬀers a detailed philosophical analysis of dignity and how it relates to
assisted death. Its audience will beneﬁt both from the general discussion of human dignity it oﬀers as well as from the
speciﬁc bioethical context to which it is applied.

A DEFENSE OF DIGNITY
CREATING LIFE, DESTROYING LIFE, AND PROTECTING THE RIGHTS OF CONSCIENCE
Notre Dame Studies in Medical Questions about the dignity of the human person give rise to many of the most central and
hotly disputed topics in bioethics. In A Defense of Dignity: Creating Life, Destroying Life, and Protecting the Rights of
Conscience, Christopher Kaczor investigates whether each human being has intrinsic dignity and whether the very
concept of "dignity" has a useful place in contemporary ethical debates. Kaczor explores a broad range of issues
addressed in contemporary bioethics, including whether there is a duty of "procreative beneﬁcence," the ethics of
ectopic pregnancy, and the possibility of "rescuing" human embryos with human wombs or artiﬁcial wombs. A Defense
of Dignity also treats issues relevant to the end of life, including physician-assisted suicide, provision of food and
water to patients in a persistent vegetative state, and how to proceed with organ donation following death. Finally,
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what are the duties and prerogatives of health care professionals who refuse in conscience to take part in activities
that they regard as degrading to human dignity? Should they be forced to do what they consider to be violations of the
patient's well being, or does patient autonomy always trump the conscience of a health care professional? Grounded in
the Catholic intellectual and moral tradition, A Defense of Dignity argues that all human beings from the beginning to
the end of their lives should be treated with respect and considers how this belief should be applied in controversial
cases. "A Defense of Dignity provides a skillful, informed, and clear philosophical analysis, from a natural law
perspective, of a range of controversial, and sometimes complex, bioethical questions concerning the beginning and
end of life. Few authors approach bioethics from a natural law perspective, and few do it as well as Christopher Kaczor.
The book should be of interest not only to natural law philosophers and their students, but also to anyone interested in
bioethics." —John Keown, Georgetown University "Moral questions at the beginning and ending of life and
controversies over liberty of conscience are among the most vexing and important issues of our day. Christopher
Kaczor brings his characteristic moral seriousness and philosophical good sense to his treatment of these issues, all of
which implicate the key concept of human dignity. This eminently readable collection will provide an invaluable
resource for educators and students alike." —Christopher Tollefsen, University of South Carolina “Indispensable.
Kaczor untangles the various meanings of human dignity to undertake a reexamination of the most serious and diﬃcult
issues in medical ethics. The book combines clarity with philosophical precision, faithfulness to Catholic teaching with
a thorough engagement with critics." —J. Budziszewski, University of Texas at Austin

UNCERTAIN BIOETHICS
MORAL RISK AND HUMAN DIGNITY
Routledge Bioethics is a ﬁeld of inquiry and as such is fundamentally an epistemic discipline. Knowing how we make
moral judgments can bring into relief why certain arguments on various bioethical issues appear plausible to one side
and obviously false to the other. Uncertain Bioethics makes a signiﬁcant and distinctive contribution to the bioethics
literature by culling the insights from contemporary moral psychology to highlight the epistemic pitfalls and distorting
inﬂuences on our apprehension of value. Stephen Napier also incorporates research from epistemology addressing
pragmatic encroachment and the signiﬁcance of peer disagreement to justify what he refers to as epistemic diﬃdence
when one is considering harming or killing human beings. Napier extends these developments to the traditional
bioethical notion of dignity and argues that beliefs subject to epistemic diﬃdence should not be acted upon. He
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proceeds to apply this framework to traditional and developing issues in bioethics including abortion, stem cell
research, euthanasia, decision-making for patients in a minimally conscious state, and risky research on competent
human subjects.

TECHNICIANS OF HUMAN DIGNITY
BODIES, SOULS, AND THE MAKING OF INTRINSIC WORTH
Fordham Univ Press Technicians of Human Dignity traces the extraordinary rise of human dignity as a deﬁning concern of
religious, political, and bioethical institutions over the last half century and oﬀers original insight into how human
dignity has become threatened by its own success. The global expansion of dignitarian politics has left dignity without
a stable set of meanings or referents, unsettling contemporary economies of life and power. Engaging anthropology,
theology, and bioethics, Bennett grapples with contemporary eﬀorts to mobilize human dignity as a counter-response
to the biopolitics of the human body, and the breakdowns this has generated. To do this, he investigates how actors in
pivotal institutions —the Vatican, the United Nations, U.S. Federal Bioethics—reconceived human dignity as the bearer
of intrinsic worth, only to become frustrated by the Sisyphean struggle of turning its conceptions into practice.

FROM HUMAN DIGNITY TO NATURAL LAW
AN INTRODUCTION
Catholic University of America Press From Human Dignity to Natural Law shows how the whole of the natural law, as
understood in the Aristotelian Thomistic tradition, is contained implicitly in human dignity. Human dignity means
existing for one’s own good (the common good as well as one’s individual good), and not as a mere means to an alien
good. But what is the true human good? This question is answered with a careful analysis of Aristotle’s deﬁnition of
happiness. The natural law can then be understood as the precepts that guide us in achieving happiness. To show that
human dignity is a reality in the nature of things and not a mere human invention, it is necessary to show that human
beings exist by nature for the achievement of the properly human good in which happiness is found. This implies
ﬁnality in nature. Since contemporary natural science does not recognize ﬁnal causality, the book explains why living
things, as least, must exist for a purpose and why the scientiﬁc method, as currently understood, is not able to deal
with this question. These reﬂections will also enable us to respond to a common criticism of natural law theory: that it
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attempts to derive statements of what ought to be from statements about what is. After deﬁning the natural law and
relating it to human or positive law, Richard Berquist considers Aquinas’s formulation of the ﬁrst principle of the
natural law. It then discusses the love commandments to love God above all things and to love one’s neighbor as
oneself as the ﬁrst precepts of the natural law. Subsequent chapters are devoted to clarifying and defending natural
law precepts concerned with the life issues, with sexual morality and marriage, and with fundamental natural rights.
From Human Dignity to Natural Law concludes with a discussion of alternatives to the natural law.

LIFE LIBERTY & THE DEFENSE OF DIGNITY
THE CHALLENGE FOR BIOETHICS
Encounter Books At the onset of Life, Liberty and the Defense of Dignity, Leon Kass gives us a status report on where we
stand today: “Human nature itself lies on the operating table, ready for alteration, for eugenic and psychic
‘enhancement,’ for wholesale redesign. In leading laboratories, academic and industrial, new creators are conﬁdently
amassing their powers and quietly honing their skills. For anyone who cares about preserving our humanity, the time
has come for paying attention.” Trained as a medical doctor and biochemist, Dr. Kass has become one of our most
provocative thinkers on bioethical issues. In Life, Liberty and the Defense of Dignity, he has written a book that
grapples with the moral meaning of the new biomedical technologies now threatening to take us back to the future
envisioned by Aldous Huxley in Brave New World. In a series of mediations on cloning, embryo research, the sale of
organs, and the assault on mortality itself, Kass questions the wisdom of trying to break down the natural boundaries
given us and to remake the human body into an instrument of our will. He also attempts to chart a course by which we
might avoid the dehumanization of biotechnical “recreationism” without rejecting modern science or rejecting its
genuine contributions to human welfare. Leon Kass writes profoundly about the limits of science and the limits of life,
about what makes us human and gives us human dignity. Life, Liberty and the Defense of Dignity.

HUMAN RIGHTS AT THE CROSSROADS
OUP USA Human Rights at the Crossroads brings together preeminent and emerging voices within human rights studies
to think creatively about problems beyond their own disciplines, and to critically respond to what appear to be
intractable problems within human rights theory and practice. It provides an integrative and interdisciplinary answer
to the existing academic status quo, with broad implications for future theory and practice in all ﬁelds dealing with the
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problems of human rights theory and practice.

THE EDGE OF LIFE
HUMAN DIGNITY AND CONTEMPORARY BIOETHICS
Springer Science & Business Media The Edge of Life: Human Dignity and Contemporary Bioethics resituates bioethics in
fundamental outlook by challenging both the dominant Kantian and utilitarian approaches to evaluating how new
technologies apply to human life. Drawing on an analysis of the dignity of the human person, both as an agent and as
the recipient of action, The Edge of Life presents a "theoretical" approach to the problems of contemporary bioethics
and applies this approach to various disputed questions. Should conjoined twins be split, if the division will end the life
of the weaker twin? Was Bush's stem cell research decision morally acceptable? Are the 'quality of life' and 'sanctity of
life' ethics irreconcilably incompatible? Accessible to both scholars and students, The Edge of Life focuses particularly
on the controversial issues surrounding the beginning and ending of human life, tackling some of the toughest
practical questions of bioethics including new reproductive technologies (artiﬁcial wombs), stem cell research,
abortion and physician assisted suicide, as well as many of its vexing theoretical disputes.

THE LAW AND ETHICS OF MEDICAL RESEARCH
INTERNATIONAL BIOETHICS AND HUMAN RIGHTS
Routledge The growing globalization of medical research and the application of new biotechnologies in morally
contested areas has forced a revision of international ethical guidelines. This book examines the controversies
surrounding biomedical research in the twenty-ﬁrst century from a human rights perspective, analyzing the evolution
and changes in form and content of international instruments regulating the conduct of biomedical research. The
approach adopted is comparative and includes an evaluation of human rights and UK and US law on embryonic stem
cell research, the HIV/AIDS trials in the developing world, the Alder Hey Inquiry and the human radiation and nerve gas
experiments on human subjects in the US and the UK. This is the ﬁrst book to analyze some of the major issues in
biomedical research today from an international, comparative human rights perspective.

14

Human Dignity Bioethics And Human Rights

4-10-2022

key=Human

Human Dignity Bioethics And Human Rights

15

HEALTH LAW, HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE BIOMEDICINE CONVENTION
ESSAYS IN HONOUR OF HENRIETTE ROSCAM ABBING
Martinus Nijhoﬀ Publishers In 1997, the Council of Europe established the Convention on Human Rights and Biomedicine. It
is generally regarded as an important addition to the general human rights laid down in the European Convention for
the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (1950), in particular with a view to the developments in
modern biology and medicine. The Biomedicine Convention, which entered into force in 2000, is a framework treaty,
meaning that a number of issues have to be dealt with or will be elaborated in additional Protocols; at this moment,
three such Protocols have already been opened for signature. This volume of essays, written in honour of Henriette
Roscam Abbing upon her retirement as Professor of Health Law at the University of Utrecht, gives an overview of some
of the most important issues raised by the Convention. In six parts, this volume discusses the basic concepts and
leading principles; the provision of services; the rights of patients; research; human tissue and genetics; and the
implementation of the Convention.

PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL BIOLAW
SEEKING COMMON GROUND AT THE INTERSECTION OF BIOETHICS AND HUMAN RIGHTS
Primento Rapid advances in genetics and medicine present both opportunities and threats to the advancement of
human rights and public health in this era of globalization. While such advances contribute signiﬁcantly to progress
against disease, they may also pose profound global public policy concerns in that the ethical and policy
considerations that follow from scientiﬁc advances lag far behind. In this context, the aim of this book is to present the
current global eﬀorts to develop common principles relating to biomedicine. Section I sets forth the pivotal role that
the principle of human dignity plays in this domain, and identiﬁes a number of other principles that can be drawn from
the recent international policy documents on bioethics. Section II provides detailed commentaries on recent
international instruments relating to biomedicine adopted by UNESCO and the Council of Europe. Section III elaborates
upon speciﬁc biomedical human rights issues that are the subject of contemporary international standard-setting
eﬀorts, including biomedical research, population biobanks, genetic testing, and advance directives. Essays in each of
these sections examine the extent to which promoting and protecting human rights has created a common framework
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for contemporary international lawmaking in the ﬁeld of biomedicine and the strengths and limitations of international
law as a tool for advancing biomedical human rights.

PRINCIPLES OF HUMAN RIGHTS ADJUDICATION
Oxford University Press, USA "This book takes a fresh look at the place of the Human Rights Act in Britain's constitutional
order.

DICTIONARY OF GLOBAL BIOETHICS
Springer Nature This Dictionary presents a broad range of topics relevant in present-day global bioethics. With more
than 500 entries, this dictionary covers organizations working in the ﬁeld of global bioethics, international documents
concerning bioethics, personalities that have played a role in the development of global bioethics, as well as speciﬁc
topics in the ﬁeld.The book is not only useful for students and professionals in global health activities, but can also
serve as a basic tool that explains relevant ethical notions and terms. The dictionary furthers the ideals of
cosmopolitanism: solidarity, equality, respect for diﬀerence and concern with what human beings- and speciﬁcally
patients - have in common, regardless of their backgrounds, hometowns, religions, gender, etc. Global problems such
as pandemic diseases, disasters, lack of care and medication, homelessness and displacement call for global
responses.This book demonstrates that a moral vision of global health is necessary and it helps to quickly understand
the basic ideas of global bioethics.

THE PRACTICE OF HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AND DIGNITY
University of Notre Dame Pess Although deeply contested in many ways, the concept of human dignity has emerged as a
key idea in ﬁelds such as bioethics and human rights. It has been largely absent, however, from literature on
development studies. The essays contained in The Practice of Human Development and Dignity ﬁll this gap by showing
the implications of human dignity for international development theory, policy, and practice. Pushing against ideas of
development that privilege the eﬃciency of systems that accelerate economic growth at the expense of human
persons and their agency, the essays in this volume show how development work that lacks sensitivity to human
dignity is blind. Instead, genuine development must advance human ﬂourishing and not merely promote economic
betterment. At the same time, the essays in this book also demonstrate that human dignity must be assessed in the
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context of real human experiences and practices. This volume therefore considers the meaning of human dignity
inductively in light of development practice, rather than simply providing a theory or philosophy of human dignity in
the abstract. It asks not only “what is dignity” but also “how can dignity be done?” Through a unique multidisciplinary
dialogue, The Practice of Human Development and Dignity oﬀers a dialectical and systematic examination of human
dignity that moves beyond the current impasse in thinking about the theory and practice of human dignity. It will
appeal to scholars in the social sciences, philosophy, and legal and development theory, and also to those who work in
development around the globe. Contributors: Paolo G. Carozza, Clemens Sedmak, Séverine Deneulin, Simona Beretta,
Dominic Burbidge, Matt Bloom, Deirdre Guthrie, Robert A. Dowd, Bruce Wydick, Travis J. Lybbert, Paul Perrin, Martin
Schlag, Luigino Bruni, Lorenza Violini, Giada Ragone, Steve Reifenberg, Elizabeth Hlabse, Catherine E. Bolten, Ilaria
Schnyder von Wartensee, Tania Groppi, Maria Sophia Aguirre, and Martha Cruz-Zuniga

DISABILITY WITH DIGNITY
JUSTICE, HUMAN RIGHTS AND EQUAL STATUS
Routledge Philosophical interest in disability is rapidly expanding. Philosophers are beginning to grasp the complexity
of disability—as a category, with respect to well-being and as a marker of identity. However, the philosophical
literature on justice and human rights has often been limited in scope and somewhat abstract. Not enough sustained
attention has been paid to the concrete claims made by people with disabilities, concerning their human rights, their
legal entitlements and their access to important goods, services and resources. This book discusses how eﬀectively
philosophical approaches to distributive justice and human rights can support these concrete claims. It argues that
these approaches often fail to lend clear support to common disability demands, revealing both the limitations of
existing philosophical theories and the inﬂated nature of some of these demands. Moving beyond entitlements, the
author also develops a unique conception of dignity, which she argues illuminates the speciﬁc indignities experienced
by people with disabilities in the allocation of goods, in the common experience of discrimination and in a wide range
of interpersonal interactions. Disability with Dignity oﬀers an accessible and extended philosophical discussion of
disability, justice and human rights. It provides a comprehensive assessment of the beneﬁts and pitfalls of theories of
human rights and justice for advancing justice for the disabled. It brings the moral importance of dignity to the centre,
arguing that justice must be pursued in a way that preserves and promotes the dignity of people with disabilities.
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DIGNITY
A HISTORY
Oxford University Press In everything from philosophical ethics to legal argument to public activism, it has become
commonplace to appeal to the idea of human dignity. In such contexts, the concept of dignity typically signiﬁes
something like the fundamental moral status belonging to all humans. Remarkably, however, it is only in the last
century that this meaning of the term has become standardized. Before this, dignity was instead a concept associated
with social status. Unfortunately, this transformation remains something of a mystery in existing scholarship. Exactly
when and why did "dignity" change its meaning? And before this change, was it truly the case that we lacked a
conception of human worth akin to the one that "dignity" now represents? In this volume, leading scholars across a
range of disciplines attempt to answer such questions by clarifying the presently murky history of "dignity," from
classical Greek thought through the Middle Ages and Enlightenment to the present day.

THE CONTINGENT NATURE OF LIFE
BIOETHICS AND THE LIMITS OF HUMAN EXISTENCE
Springer Science & Business Media This volume explores the diﬀerent dimensions of how the contingency of life, and
especially human life, is relevant for ethical discussions and the normative frameworks in bioethics. It explores the
relevance of the notion contingency, needs and desires for moral argumentation and bioethics. The volume discusses
those notions in a philosophical perspective. Additionally, the volume is a contribution to a deeper reﬂection on basic
philosophical assumptions of bioethics.

RELIGIOUS PERSPECTIVES ON HUMAN VULNERABILITY IN BIOETHICS
Springer With the advance of biomedicine, certain individuals and groups are vulnerable because of their incapacities to
defend themselves. The International Bioethics Committee as a UNESCO working group has for the last several years
dedicated to deepen this principle of human vulnerability and personal integrity. This book serves to supplement this
eﬀort with a religious perspective given a great number of the world’s population is aﬃliated with some religious
traditions. While there is diversity within each of these traditions, all of them carry in them the mission to protect the
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weak, the underprivileged, and the poor. Thus, here presented is a collection of papers written by bioethics experts
from six major world religions—Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam and Judaism—who were
gathered to discuss the meaning and implications of the principle of vulnerability in their respective traditions.

HUMAN DIGNITY IN CONTEMPORARY ETHICS
Teneo Press Human Dignity in Contemporary Ethics develops a holistic and relevant understanding of human dignity for
ethics today. Whilst critics of the concept of human dignity call for its dismissal, and many of its defenders rehearse
the same old arguments, this book oﬀers an alternative set of methodological assumptions on which to base a
revitalized and practical understanding of human dignity, which at the same time overcomes the challenges that the
concept currently faces. The Component Dimensions of Human Dignity model enables human dignity to serve both as a
descriptive category that explains moral choices, and as a normative criterion that helps to evaluate moral behaviour.
A consideration of two cases violent crime and physician-assisted suicide demonstrates how the model oﬀers a way to
avoid the pitfalls of both moralism and moral relativism, while still leaving space for relativity in ethics. By using an
approach that should be acceptable to both religious and secular perspectives alike, this book oﬀers a unique way out
of the dignity talk that currently plagues ethics."
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