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Citizen Action and National Policy Reform
Making Change Happen
Bloomsbury Publishing How does citizen activism win changes in national policy? Which factors help to make myriad
eﬀorts by diverse actors add up to reform? What is needed to overcome setbacks, and to consolidate the smaller
victories? These questions need answers. Aid agencies have invested heavily in supporting civil society organizations
as change agents in ﬂedgling and established democracies alike. Evidence gathered by donors, NGOs and academics
demonstrates how advocacy and campaigning can reconﬁgure power relations and transform governance structures at
the local and global levels. In the rush to go global or stay local, however, the national policy sphere was recently
neglected. Today, there is growing recognition of the key role of champions of change inside national governments,
and the potential of their engagement with citizen activists outside. These advances demand a better understanding of
how national and local actors can combine approaches to simultaneously work the levers of change, and how their

2

successes relate to actors and institutions at the international level. This book brings together eight studies of
successful cases of citizen activism for national policy changes in South Africa, Morocco, Brazil, Chile, Mexico, Turkey,
India and the Philippines. They detail the dynamics and strategies that have led to the introduction, change or
eﬀective implementation of policies responding to a range of rights deﬁcits. Drawing on inﬂuential social science
theory about how political and social change occurs, the book brings new empirical insights to bear on it, both
challenging and enriching current understandings.

Global Citizen Action
Routledge Civil society, or citizen's groups, have taken centre stage in international policy debates and global problem
solving. They hold out the promise of a global community and global governance. This volume, by leading scholars and
participants, shows how to understand the changes that are occurring, particularly in relation to the international
institutions involved. It includes case studies from all the major social movements of the 1990s.

China's Water Warriors
Citizen Action and Policy Change
Cornell University Press Today opponents of large-scale dam projects in China, rather than being greeted with
indiﬀerence or repression, are part of the hydropower policymaking process itself. What accounts for this dramatic
change in this critical policy area surrounding China's insatiable quest for energy? In China's Water Warriors, Andrew
C. Mertha argues that as China has become increasingly market driven, decentralized, and politically heterogeneous,
the control and management of water has transformed from an unquestioned economic imperative to a lightning rod of
bureaucratic inﬁghting, societal opposition, and open protest. Although bargaining has always been present in Chinese
politics, more recently the media, nongovernmental organizations, and other activists—actors hitherto denied a seat at
the table—have emerged as serious players in the policy-making process. Drawing from extensive ﬁeld research in
some of the most remote parts of Southwest China, China's Water Warriors contains rich narratives of the widespread
opposition to dams in Pubugou and Dujiangyan in Sichuan province and the Nu River Project in Yunnan province.
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Mertha concludes that the impact and occasional success of such grassroots movements and policy activism signal a
marked change in China's domestic politics. He questions democratization as the only, or even the most illuminating,
indicator of political liberalization in China, instead oﬀering an informed and hopeful picture of a growing pluralization
of the Chinese policy process as exempliﬁed by hydropower politics. For the 2010 paperback edition, Mertha tests his
conclusions against events in China since 2008, including the Olympics, the devastating 208 Wenchuan earthquake,
and the Uighar and Tibetan protests of 2008 and 2009.

Critical Citizens
Global Support for Democratic Government
OUP Oxford Critical Citizens: Global Support for Democratic Government analyses a series of interrelated questions.
The ﬁrst two are diagnostic: how far are there legitimate grounds for concern about public support for democracy
world-wide? Are trends towards growing cynicism evident in the United States evident in many established and newer
democracies? The second concern is analytical: what are the main political, economic, and cultural factors driving the
dynamics of support for democratic government? The ﬁnal questions are prescriptive: what are the consequences of
this analysis and what are the implications for strengthening democratic governance? This book has brought together
a distinguished group of international scholars who develop a global analysis of these issues that looks at trends in
establishes and newer democracies as we approach the end of the twentieth century. It also presents the ﬁrst results
of the 1995-7 World Values Study as well as drawing on an extensive range of comparative empirical evidence.
Challenging the conventional wisdom, this original and stimulating book concludes that accounts of a democratic
`crisis' are greatly exaggerated. By the mid-1990s most citizens world-wide shared widespread aspirations to the
ideals and principles of democratic government. At the same time there remains a marked gap between evaluations of
the ideal and the practice of democracy. The public in many newer democracies in Central and Eastern Europe and in
Latin America proved deeply critical of the performance of their governing regimes. And in many established
democracies the 1980s saw a decline in public conﬁdence in the core institutions of representative democracy
including parliaments, the legal system, and political parties. The book considers the causes and consequences of the
development of critical citizens. It will prove invaluable for those interested in comparative politics, public opinion, and
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the dynamics of the democratization process. ADVANCE PRAISE `The great democratic paradox of the 1990s is that it
has simultaneously been the decade of democratization and the decade of growing distrust of democratic institutions.
This volume admirably dissects the complex and multi-dimensional background of these conﬂicting trends, and
presents a judicious evaluation of the grounds of optimism and pessimism—in which, fortunately, the former prevails.'
AREND LIJPHART, University of California San Diego `Critical Citizens is the most comprehensive collection of
comparative work on conﬁdence in government and sources of public support for democracy. I strongly recommend it.'
SEYMOUR MARTIN LIPSET, George mason University `Pippa Norris and her colleagues examine claims and counterclaims about the erosion of public conﬁdence in democracy, describe the depth and dynamics of trust in government,
and lay out a broad and diﬀerentiated approach to the phenomenon. They sort out the rather high degree of support
for democracy from widespread uneasiness with the workings of instituions and with the behaviour of politicians. Their
book is must reading for survey researchers and comparative students of democracy alike.' SIDNEY TARROW, Cornell
University `This is the most impressive comparative study of how citizens in contemporay democracies relate to their
governments. In an age of expanding democratic institutions around the globe, the authors of Critical Citizens capture
the reader's interest and provide a masterful update on one of the critical issues of our time.' CHRISTOPHER J.
ANDERSON, Binghamton University (SUNY) `It is the Civic Culture study 40 years later . . .Critical Citizens is a landmark
comparative study of trends in attitudes toward nation, government regime, political institutions, and leaders, in some
forty regionally well-distributed countries, bringing together the resaerch of a cross-national team of social scientists,
led by Pippa Norris of the Harvard Kennedy School. It is full of theoretically interesting insights, as well as ﬁndings
that have an important bearing on public policy.' GABRIEL ALMOND, Stanford

Democracy Transformed?
Expanding Political Opportunities in Advanced Industrial
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Democracies
Oxford University Press on Demand An international team of distinguished scholars assembles evidence of how
democratic institutions and processes are changing, and considers the larger implications of these reforms for the very
nature of democracy.

Defending the Environment
A Handbook for Citizen Action
How Change Happens
Oxford University Press Society is full of would-be 'change agents'-campaigners, government oﬃcials, enlightened
business people, engaged intellectuals-set on improving public services, reforming laws and regulations, guaranteeing
human rights, achieving a fairer deal for those on the sharp end, and greater recognition for any number of issues.
Drawing on many ﬁrst-hand examples and numerous new case studies and interviews with grassroots activists and
organizations around the world, as well as Oxfam's unrivalled global experience, this important book answers the
question: how does change happen and how can we-governments, organizations, businesses, leaders, campaigners,
employees, and ordinary citizens-make a diﬀerence?

Making Politics Work for Development
Harnessing Transparency and Citizen Engagement
World Bank Publications Governments fail to provide the public goods needed for development when its leaders
knowingly and deliberately ignore sound technical advice or are unable to follow it, despite the best of intentions,
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because of political constraints. This report focuses on two forces—citizen engagement and transparency—that hold
the key to solving government failures by shaping how political markets function. Citizens are not only queueing at
voting booths, but are also taking to the streets and using diverse media to pressure, sanction and select the leaders
who wield power within government, including by entering as contenders for leadership. This political engagement can
function in highly nuanced ways within the same formal institutional context and across the political spectrum, from
autocracies to democracies. Unhealthy political engagement, when leaders are selected and sanctioned on the basis of
their provision of private beneﬁts rather than public goods, gives rise to government failures. The solutions to these
failures lie in fostering healthy political engagement within any institutional context, and not in circumventing or
suppressing it. Transparency, which is citizen access to publicly available information about the actions of those in
government, and the consequences of these actions, can play a crucial role by nourishing political engagement.

The Palgrave Handbook of Local Governance in
Contemporary China
Springer This Handbook provides a comprehensive overview of local governance in China, and oﬀers original analysis
of key factors underpinning trends in this ﬁeld drawing on the expertise of scholars both inside and outside China. It
explores and analyzes the dynamic interaction and collaboration among multiple governmental and non-governmental
actors and social sectors with an interest in the conduct of public aﬀairs to address horizontal challenges faced by the
local government, society, economy, and civil community and considers key issues such as governance in urban and
rural areas, the impact of technology on governance and related issues of education, healthcare, environment and
energy. As the result of a global and interdisciplinary collaboration of leading experts, this Handbook oﬀers a cuttingedge insight into the characteristics, challenges and trends of local governance and emphasizes the promotion of good
governance and democratic development in China.
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Critical Reﬂections on Interactive Governance
Self-organization and Participation in Public Governance
Edward Elgar Publishing In many countries, government and society have undergone a major shift in recent years, now
tending toward ‘smaller government’ and ‘bigger society’. This development has lent increased meaning to the notion
of interactive governance, a concept that this book takes not as a normative ideal but as an empirical phenomenon
that needs constant critical scrutiny, reﬂection and embedding in modern societies.

Politics in the Trenches
Citizens, Politicians, and the Fate of Democracy
University of Arizona Press "In Politics in the Trenches, Volgy shows what really happens behind the scenes of
government. He contrasts perception with reality regarding the rewards and perks of oﬃce. He examines the process
of experimentation in the political laboratory and shows how the news media distort it. He provides a case study of
homelessness to illustrate the system's constraints. And he oﬀers a chapter on a typical week in oﬃce that will be an
eye-opener for most readers."--BOOK JACKET.

China's Water Warriors
Citizen Action and Policy Change
Cornell University Press Today opponents of large-scale dam projects in China, rather than being greeted with
indiﬀerence or repression, are part of the hydropower policymaking process itself. What accounts for this dramatic
change in this critical policy area surrounding China's insatiable quest for energy? In China's Water Warriors, Andrew
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C. Mertha argues that as China has become increasingly market driven, decentralized, and politically heterogeneous,
the control and management of water has transformed from an unquestioned economic imperative to a lightning rod of
bureaucratic inﬁghting, societal opposition, and open protest. Although bargaining has always been present in Chinese
politics, more recently the media, nongovernmental organizations, and other activists—actors hitherto denied a seat at
the table—have emerged as serious players in the policy-making process. Drawing from extensive ﬁeld research in
some of the most remote parts of Southwest China, China's Water Warriors contains rich narratives of the widespread
opposition to dams in Pubugou and Dujiangyan in Sichuan province and the Nu River Project in Yunnan province.
Mertha concludes that the impact and occasional success of such grassroots movements and policy activism signal a
marked change in China's domestic politics. He questions democratization as the only, or even the most illuminating,
indicator of political liberalization in China, instead oﬀering an informed and hopeful picture of a growing pluralization
of the Chinese policy process as exempliﬁed by hydropower politics. For the 2010 paperback edition, Mertha tests his
conclusions against events in China since 2008, including the Olympics, the devastating 2008 Wenchuan earthquake,
and the Uighar and Tibetan protests of 2008 and 2009.

Citizen Governance
Leading American Communities Into the 21st Century
SAGE Publications Drawing on fundamental ideas about the relationship of citizens to the public sphere, Richard C Box
presents a model of `citizen governance'. Recognizing the challenges in the community governance setting, he
advocates rethinking the structure of local government and the roles of citizens, elected oﬃcials and public
professionals in the twenty-ﬁrst century. His model shifts a large part of the responsibility for local public policy from
the professional and the elected oﬃcial to the citizen. Citizens take part directly in creating and implementing policy,
elected oﬃcials coordinate the policy process, and public professionnals facilitate citizen discourse, oﬀering the
knowledge of public practice needed for successful `citizen gover

8

Citizen Action And National Policy Reform By John Gaventa

27-09-2022

key=Citizen

Citizen Action And National Policy Reform By John Gaventa

9

Democracy Inside
Participatory Innovation in Unlikely Places
Oxford University Press In our current era of deep distrust in our politics and political institutions, there is also a
pervasive sense that social problems are so overwhelmingly complex that it is virtually impossible to solve them. In
Democracy Inside, Albert W. Dzur looks at recent instances of eﬀective citizen action across the United States to
develop a grounded political theory of democratic change, one in which citizens eﬀectively engage with institutions.
Drawing on qualitative interviews with practitioners involved in democratic schools, restorative and community justice,
and collaborative city governance, Dzur stresses that we need to turn to ordinary, daily life and focus on how
"democratic professionals" are breaking down barriers and bring people into decision-making processes at the
granular level. These reformers are not transforming high politics or national-scale institutions, but they have been
eﬀective at changing the routine, everyday practices where people live and work. As Democracy Inside shows, if we
really want to expand the democracy and build citizen engagement intensity in American life, we need to look beyond
traditional politics and transform our classrooms, courtrooms, and oﬃces into accessible civic spaces.

What Kind of Citizen?
Educating Our Children for the Common Good
Teachers College Press Nothing provided

The Future of the Public's Health in the 21st Century
National Academies Press The anthrax incidents following the 9/11 terrorist attacks put the spotlight on the nation's
public health agencies, placing it under an unprecedented scrutiny that added new dimensions to the complex issues
considered in this report. The Future of the Public's Health in the 21st Century reaﬃrms the vision of Healthy People
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2010, and outlines a systems approach to assuring the nation's health in practice, research, and policy. This approach
focuses on joining the unique resources and perspectives of diverse sectors and entities and challenges these groups
to work in a concerted, strategic way to promote and protect the public's health. Focusing on diverse partnerships as
the framework for public health, the book discusses: The need for a shift from an individual to a population-based
approach in practice, research, policy, and community engagement. The status of the governmental public health
infrastructure and what needs to be improved, including its interface with the health care delivery system. The roles
nongovernment actors, such as academia, business, local communities and the media can play in creating a healthy
nation. Providing an accessible analysis, this book will be important to public health policy-makers and practitioners,
business and community leaders, health advocates, educators and journalists.

Essays of a Citizen
From National Security State to Democracy
M.E. Sharpe 10. Post-Cold War Options: The New Order? -- 11. Draft Treaty for a Comprehensive Program for Common
Security and General Disarmament -- 12. Fulﬁlling the Ideals of the French Revolution -- Afterword -- Index

Boiling Point
Can Citizen Action Save the World?
"This volume oﬀers the insights and reﬂections -- both critical and self-critical -- of a prominent civil society activist
who has been engaged in local and global struggles for emancipation for over 30 years. On the basis of his own
experiences in many diﬀerent contexts Kumi Naidoo pleads for the involvement of ordinary people in the work for
greater justice in this world. His point of departure is that civil society cannot be strengthened in a vacuum. Its
achievements must be the result of actions by real people dealing with real problems. The volume deals with several of
today's most burning issues and also touches on sensitive matters within the global movements engaged in struggles
for justice and equality. It does not avoid unpopular views on several issues, and advocates engagement with
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representatives of various agencies, including controversial ones such as faith-based organisations and the business
community. While being guided by a notion of non-violent forms of resistance, the author nonetheless promotes
radical alternatives to the existing reproduction of societies as a necessity to meet the challenges in securing the
survival of the human species and a decent life for all. His reﬂections add to the search for sustainable alternatives
and the potential contributions that concerned citizen action can oﬀer. This volume thereby also contributes to a
better understanding of the potential that a so-called 'third United Nations' can oﬀer to global governance issues
currently at stake."--P. [4] of cover.

Going Public
Beacon Press A New York city neighborhood once called “the beginning of the end of civilization” is where Michael
Gecan starts. Hired by residents to help them save their community, he and local leaders spend more than a decade
wrestling New York politicians in an impassioned eﬀort against all odds that brings in ﬁve thousand new homes. From
bad behavior by Ed Koch to complicated negotiations with Rudy Giuliani, Gecan tells the inside story of how the city
really works, and how any organized group of citizens can wield power in seemingly unmovable bureaucracies. Gecan’s
unwavering vision of the value of public action has roots in a rough childhood in Chicago, where he witnessed extortion
by the mob and a tragic ﬁre in his Catholic grade school that left ninety-two children and three nuns dead. In his
inspiring story of the will to claim the full beneﬁts of citizenship, Gecan oﬀers unforgettable lessons that every
American should know: What is the best way to talk to politicians? What resources do all communities need to create
change? What kinds of public actions really work?

Civil Society Organizations, Advocacy, and Policy Making
in Latin American Democracies
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Pathways to Participation
Springer What explains civil society participation in policy making in Latin American democracies? Risley comparatively
analyzes actors who have advocated for children's rights, the environment, and freedom of information in Argentina,
Chile, and Uruguay. Successful issue framing and eﬀective alliance building are identiﬁed as 'pathways' to
participation.

Policy Innovation in State Government
Iowa State Press Although it sometimes seems that governmental policies rarely change, American state governments
do adopt innovations. This study considers why the states try new approaches to policy problems. It analyzes
innovations from campaign ﬁnancing and sunset laws to public transportation and regulating sexual behavior, seeking
to determine what forces produce policy changes. Policy Innovation in State Government, the result of studies
considering individual innovations, is an eﬀort to make sense of a striking ﬁnding: State characteristics that largely
accounted for some changes were of no value in accounting for others. Nice proposes a general theory based on a
state's problem environment, resources, and orientation to government power. This is a book that examines an
important question, oﬀers an interesting theory, and makes a reasonable eﬀort to test it. It will be valuable for those
interested in state government, public policy-making, intergovernmental relations, and public administration.

Search for Good Government
Understanding the Paradox of Italian Democracy
McGill-Queen's Press - MQUP Observers have frequently noted that Italians seem skilled at many things - but not at
good government. As a people Italians are said to have ﬂair, panache, and tenacity, while as a polity Italy is in
shambles. This paradoxical view of politics can be found in Italian history as far back as Guicciardini and Machiavelli.
Nor is it unique to Italy, for the social dilemma of "rational individuals and irrational society" has, since Hobbes,
produced a large literature on social theory and comparative politics, as well as numerous questionable suggestions
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for policy. In The Search for Good Government Filippo Sabetti examines Italian politics to reassess habitual
presumptions in comparative politics, opening new territory in the art and science of institutional analysis.

New Forms of Democracy
Sage Publications (CA) New Forms of Democracy explores the idea of extending democracy to new domains, a question
which no single text addresses broadly. It therefore contributes to the continuing debate about this central concept of
political and social theory. At a time when some vitality appears to be going out of the traditional Western liberal
democracies (with fewer people joining parties and voting at elections) new growth points for political activity are
simultaneously appearing. The book considers increasing the scope of democracy and applying it to the private sphere,
the workplace, bureaucracies, and to military and foreign policy. It investigates new methods by which the democratic
process could be conducted. This includes a discussion of electoral systems and an assessment of the possibilities of
discovering popular preferences using new technological developments - such as direct democracy through mass
electronic communications networks. The extent to which these ideas and proposals can be practically applied is also
discussed. New Forms of Democracy draws on examples from many countries. It is critically concerned with examining
new initiatives from below as well as new developments in formal political and policy agendas. In short, in spanning
both theoretical and empirical questions, this book oﬀers a unique account of the possibilities for democracy in the
twentieth century.

Opening the Black Box
The Contextual Drivers of Social Accountability
World Bank Publications Opening the Black Box: Contextual Drivers of Social Accountability ﬁlls an important
knowledge gap by providing guidance on how to assess contextual drivers of social accountability eﬀectiveness. This
publication aims to more strategically support citizen engagement at the country level and for a speciﬁc issue or
problem. The report proposes a novel framing of social accountability as the interplay of constitutive elements: citizen
action and state action, supported by three enabling levers: civic mobilization, interface and information. For each of
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these constitutive elements, the report identiﬁes 'drivers' of contextual eﬀectiveness which take into account a broad
range of contextual factors (e.g., social, political and intervention-based, including information and communication
technologies). Opening the Black Box oﬀers detailed guidance on how to assess each driver. It also applies the
framework at two levels. At the country level, the report looks at 'archetypes' of challenging country contexts, such as
regimes with no formal space or full support for citizen-state engagement and fragile and conﬂict-aﬀected situations.
The report also illustrates the use of the framework to analyze speciﬁc social accountability interventions through four
case studies: Sierra Leone, Pakistan, Yemen, and the Kyrgyz Republic.

Communities in Action
Pathways to Health Equity
National Academies Press In the United States, some populations suﬀer from far greater disparities in health than
others. Those disparities are caused not only by fundamental diﬀerences in health status across segments of the
population, but also because of inequities in factors that impact health status, so-called determinants of health. Only
part of an individual's health status depends on his or her behavior and choice; community-wide problems like poverty,
unemployment, poor education, inadequate housing, poor public transportation, interpersonal violence, and decaying
neighborhoods also contribute to health inequities, as well as the historic and ongoing interplay of structures, policies,
and norms that shape lives. When these factors are not optimal in a community, it does not mean they are intractable:
such inequities can be mitigated by social policies that can shape health in powerful ways. Communities in Action:
Pathways to Health Equity seeks to delineate the causes of and the solutions to health inequities in the United States.
This report focuses on what communities can do to promote health equity, what actions are needed by the many and
varied stakeholders that are part of communities or support them, as well as the root causes and structural barriers
that need to be overcome.
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Mediated Citizenship
The Informal Politics of Speaking for Citizens in the
Global South
Springer Drawing on case studies from the global South, this book explores the politics of mediated citizenship in
which citizens are represented to the state through third party intermediaries. The studies show that mediation is both
widely practiced and multi-directional and that it has an important role to play in deepening democracy in the global
South.

Governance Reform Under Real-World Conditions
Citizens, Stakeholders, and Voice
World Bank Publications Although necessary and often ﬁrst rate, technocratic solutions alone have been ineﬀective in
delivering real change or lasting results in governance reforms. This is primarily because reform programs are
delivered no in controlled environments, but under complex, diverse, sociopolitical and economic conditions. Realworld conditions. In political societies, ownership of reform programs by the entire country cannot be assumed, public
opinion will not necessarily be benign, and coalitions of support may be scare or nonexistent, even when intended
reforms really will beneﬁt those who need them most. While the development community has the technical tools to
address governance challenges, experience shows that technical solutions are often insuﬃcient. Diﬃculties arise when
attempts are made to apply what are often excellent technical solutions. Human beings--either acting alone or in
groups small and large--are not as amenable as are pure numbers, and they cannot be ignored. In the real world,
reforms will not succeed, and they will certainly not be sustained, without the correct alignment of citizens,
stakeholders, and voice. 'Governance Reform under Real-World Conditions: Citizens, Stakeholders, and Voice' is a
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contribution to eﬀorts to improve governance systems around the world, particularly in developing countries. The
contributors, who are academics and development practitioners, provide a range of theoretical frameworks and
innovative approaches and techniques for dealing with the most important nontechnical or adaptive challenges that
impede the success and sustainability of reform eﬀorts. The editors and contributors hope that this book will be a
useful guider for governments, think tanks, civil society organizations, and development agencies working to improve
the ways in which governance reforms are implemented around the world.

No Citizen Left Behind
Harvard University Press While teaching at an all-black middle school in Atlanta, Meira Levinson realized that students'
individual self-improvement would not necessarily enable them to overcome their profound marginalization within
American society. This is because of a civic empowerment gap that is as shameful and antidemocratic as the academic
achievement gap targeted by No Child Left Behind. No Citizen Left Behind argues that students must be taught how to
upend and reshape power relationships directly, through political and civic action. Drawing on political theory,
empirical research, and her own on-the-ground experience, Levinson shows how de facto segregated urban schools can
and must be at the center of this struggle. Recovering the civic purposes of public schools will take more than
tweaking the curriculum. Levinson calls on schools to remake civic education. Schools should teach collective action,
openly discuss the racialized dimensions of citizenship, and provoke students by engaging their passions against
contemporary injustices. Students must also have frequent opportunities to take civic and political action, including
within the school itself. To build a truly egalitarian society, we must reject myths of civic sameness and empower all
young people to raise their diverse voices. Levinson's account challenges not just educators but all who care about
justice, diversity, or democracy.

Civic Agency in Africa
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Arts of Resistance in the 21st Century
Boydell & Brewer Ltd Examines the variety of mostly unorganized and informal ways in which Africans exercise agency
and resist state power in the 21st century, through citizen action and popular culture, and how the relationship
between ruler and ruled is being reframed.

The Politics of Regulatory Change
A Tale of Two Agencies
Oxford University Press, USA The past three decades have brought remarkable change in American regulatory politics.
The re-emergence of public interest movements in the sixties and seventies raised fundamental questions about our
market economy and dramatically expanded the government's regulatory role in the protection of public health, the
consumer, and the environment. The far-reaching eﬀects of this new regulatory regime in turn precipitated a countermovement to restrict social and economic regulation spearheaded by the Reagan administration. In their ﬁrst edition
of The Politics of Regulatory Change, Richard Harris and Sidney Milkis assessed the long-term consequences of the
Reagan administration's attempt to drastically curtail social regulation through an in-depth study of how two of the
most inﬂuential regulatory agencies, the Federal Trade Commission and the Environmental Protection Agency, were
aﬀected by administration reforms. Now with their second edition, Harris and Milkis continue their assessment,
creating a completely revised edition that includes coverage of the changes in regulatory politics during the Bush and
Clinton administrations. They conclude that the essential elements of the 'public lobby regime' remain intact, even as
the successive deregulatory assaults on that regime in the 1980's and 1990's have polarized Washington not simply
over public policy but more fundamentally over the just ends of the American political system.
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The Science of Citizen Science
Springer Nature This open access book discusses how the involvement of citizens into scientiﬁc endeavors is expected
to contribute to solve the big challenges of our time, such as climate change and the loss of biodiversity, growing
inequalities within and between societies, and the sustainability turn. The ﬁeld of citizen science has been growing in
recent decades. Many diﬀerent stakeholders from scientists to citizens and from policy makers to environmental
organisations have been involved in its practice. In addition, many scientists also study citizen science as a research
approach and as a way for science and society to interact and collaborate. This book provides a representation of the
practices as well as scientiﬁc and societal outcomes in diﬀerent disciplines. It reﬂects the contribution of citizen
science to societal development, education, or innovation and provides and overview of the ﬁeld of actors as well as on
tools and guidelines. It serves as an introduction for anyone who wants to get involved in and learn more about the
science of citizen science.

Political Values and Narratives of Resistance
Social Justice and the Fractured Promises of Post-colonial
States
Routledge This book brings together multidisciplinary perspectives to explore how political values and acts of
resistance impact the delivery of social justice in post-colonial states. Everyday life in post-colonial states, such as
South Africa and Zimbabwe, is characterized by injustices that have both a historical and contemporary nature. From
ﬁshers in Cape Town accused of poaching, to residents of Bulawayo demanding access to water, this book focuses on
the relationship between the state and groups that have been historically oppressed due to being on the margins of
the political, economic and social system. It draws on empirical research from 12 scholars looking at cases in Brazil,
India, South Africa and Zimbabwe. Chapters explore questions such as what citizens, especially those from
marginalized groups, want from the state. The book looks at the political values of citizens and how these are formed
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in the process of engaging with the state and through everyday injustices. It also asks why and how citizens resist the
state, with examples of protest, as well as less visible forms of resistance reﬂecting complex histories and power
relations. Finally, the book explores how narratives and counter-narratives reveal the nature of political values and
perceptions of what is just. Taken together these elements show the evolution of post-colonial social contracts.
Examining important themes in political science, anthropology, sociology and urban geography, this book will appeal
to scholars and students interested in political values, justice, social movements and resistance.

Democracy in America?
What Has Gone Wrong and What We Can Do About It
University of Chicago Press America faces daunting problems—stagnant wages, high health care costs, neglected
schools, deteriorating public services. How did we get here? Through decades of dysfunctional government. In
Democracy in America? veteran political observers Benjamin I. Page and Martin Gilens marshal an unprecedented array
of evidence to show that while other countries have responded to a rapidly changing economy by helping people
who’ve been left behind, the United States has failed to do so. Instead, we have actually exacerbated inequality,
enriching corporations and the wealthy while leaving ordinary citizens to fend for themselves. What’s the solution?
More democracy. More opportunities for citizens to shape what their government does. To repair our democracy, Page
and Gilens argue, we must change the way we choose candidates and conduct our elections, reform our governing
institutions, and curb the power of money in politics. By doing so, we can reduce polarization and gridlock, address
pressing challenges, and enact policies that truly reﬂect the interests of average Americans. Updated with new
information, this book lays out a set of proposals that would boost citizen participation, curb the power of money, and
democratize the House and Senate.

The Oxford Handbook of Civil Society
Oxford University Press Broadly speaking, The Oxford Handbook of Civil Society views the topic of civil society through
three prisms: as a part of society (voluntary associations), as a kind of society (marked out by certain social norms),
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and as a space for citizen action and engagement (the public square or sphere).

The Youngest Citizens
Children's Rights in Latin America
Routledge The Youngest Citizens traces the historical evolution of children’s rights in Latin America before turning its
focus to the dramatic shift in discourse and policy experienced by the continent in the last 20 years. This book explores
the new global regime on childhood, child advocates’ sustained eﬀorts to inﬂuence domestic policy, the ongoing
challenges they face, and the implications for democracy and citizenship in Latin America. Risley addresses the
disconnect between rights granted and the realities that young people face through in-depth case studies of child
advocacy and legislation to prove that rights in theory do not suﬃce; the status of children must be improved in
practice. Key issues are discussed, such as child labor in Bolivia and Brazil, child soldiers in Colombia, child sexual
exploitation in Costa Rica and Mexico, and unaccompanied child migrants detained at the United States’ southern
border. The Youngest Citizens takes the cautiously optimistic view that children themselves are increasingly being
recognized as rights-bearing subjects and included in the decisions aﬀecting them. This book is an essential text for
both undergraduate and graduate students interested in Latin American studies, with a focus on themes surrounding
childhood and the family, human rights, and migration.

The Democratic Wish
Argues that Americans fear public power, looks at how the federal government has evolved, and discusses the direct
participation of citizens in politics

Citizen Voices
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Performing Public Participation in Science and
Environment Communication
Intellect Books This book concentrates exclusively on the dialogic turn in the governance of science and the
environment. The starting point for this book is the dialogic turn in the production and communication of knowledge in
which practices claiming to be based on principles of dialogue and participation have spread across diverse social
ﬁelds. As in other ﬁelds of social practice in the dialogic turn, the model of communication underpinning science and
environmental governance is dialogue in which scientists and citizens engage in mutual learning on the basis of the
diﬀerent knowledge forms that they bring with them. The oﬃcial aim is to involve citizens in processes of decisionmaking on scientiﬁc and environmental issues, including issues relating to the built environment such as urban
planning. The attempt in this book has been made to build bridges across the ﬁelds of science and technology studies,
environmental studies, and media and communication studies in order to provide theoretically informed and empiri ally
rich accounts of how citizen voices are articulated, invoked, heard, marginalised or silenced in science and
environment communication.

Power in Action
Democracy, Citizenship and Social Justice
Wits University Press Argues that South Africans, like everyone else, need democracy for a more equal society What
are democracies meant to do? And how does one know when one is a democratic state? These incisive questions and
more by leading political scientist, Steven Friedman, underlie this robust enquiry into what democracy means for
South Africa post 1994. Democracy is often viewed through a lens reﬂecting Western understanding. New democracies
are compared to idealized notions by which the system is said to operate in the global North. The democracies of
Western Europe and North America are understood to be the ﬁnished product and all others are assessed by how far
they have progressed towards approximating this model. Power in Action persuasively argues against this stereotype.
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Friedman asserts that democracies can only work when every adult has an equal say in the public decisions that aﬀect
them.Democracy is achieved not by adopting idealized models derived from other societies–rather, it is the product of
collective action by citizens who claim the right to be heard not only through public protest action, but also through
the conscious exercise of inﬂuence on public and private power holders. Viewing democracy in this way challenges us
to develop a deeper understanding of democracy’s challenges and in so doing to ensure that more citizens can claim a
say over more decisions in society.

Statebuilding
John Wiley & Sons After civil wars end, what can sustain peace in the long-term? In particular, how can outsiders
facilitate durable conﬂict-managing institutions through statebuilding - a process that historically has been the
outcome of bloody struggles to establish the state's authority over warlords, traditional authorities, and lawless
territories? In this book, Timothy Sisk explores international eﬀorts to help the world’s most fragile post-civil war
countries today build viable states that can provide for security and deliver the basic services essential for
development. Tracing the historical roots of statebuilding to the present day, he demonstrates how the United
Nations, leading powers, and well-meaning donors have engaged in statebuilding as a strategic approach to
peacebuilding after war. Their eﬀorts are informed by three key objectives: to enhance security by preventing war
recurrence and fostering community and human security; to promote development through state provision of essential
services such as water, sanitation, and education; to enhance human rights and democracy, reﬂecting the liberal
international order that reaﬃrms the principles of democracy and human rights, . Improving governance, alongside the
state's ability to integrate social diﬀerences and manage conﬂicts over resources, identity, and national priorities, is
essential for long-term peace. Whether the global statebuilding enterprise can succeed in creating a world of peaceful,
well-governed, development-focused states is unclear. But the book concludes with a road map toward a better global
regime to enable peacebuilding and development-oriented statebuilding into the 21st century.

Building Democratic Institutions
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Governance Reform in Developing Countries
Kumarian Press Annotation Bridges the gap between theoretical literature and the tools and practices needed to
strengthen or rebuild democratic institutions and reform governance systems. Through case studies and examples of
good practices of governance, Cheema assesses the conditions that make democracy work.
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